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National Innovation Grant Helps Reduce Landfill Waste in Wisconsin
Support Hopes to Reduce Waste by Increasing Wood Recycling
New York, NY, December 9, 2010 –  The Winnebago Audubon Society and the Greater Fox Cities Area Habitat for Humanity are taking an innovative approach to keeping reusable materials out of landfills and for this are receiving a $5,000 TogetherGreen Innovation Grant. 
The partnership between Winnebago Audubon Society and Greater Fox Cities Area Habitat for Humanity is one of 43 award winners across the country that will use TogetherGreen funding to achieve conservation results and engage more people in conservation. The Winnebago Audubon Society’s grant will help keep recyclable wood out of landfills. 
Paper, glass, and plastic recycling have all increased in popularity in recent years, keeping reusable materials out of the trash, and, ultimately, out of landfills and incinerators. However, despite this progress, landfills still make up a significant part of our landscape, with reusable items such as wood, accounting for nearly 20 percent of municipal waste.

With a $5,000 TogetherGreen Innovation Grant, Winnebago Audubon Society and Greater Fox Cities Area Habitat for Humanity will work to plan and implement a model community wood waste recycling effort and significantly reduce unnecessary disposal at local landfills.
Wood waste retrieved from construction and demolition sites could be made into mulch and other products – preventing new trees from being felled to create the same products. Keeping wood out of landfills also prevents them from decomposing, a process that creates methane, a greenhouse gas that contributes to global warming, so diverting wood from the waste stream has another benefit: reducing our impact on climate.

“We are so pleased to have this opportunity to partner with our local Habitat for Humanity affiliation,” said Janet Wissink, President of Winnebago Audubon Society. “Both of our organizations have a deep respect for our environment and actively seek ways to make our world a healthier place to live.  Together, with this grant, we will work with other organizations and conduct research to find an environmentally friendly option to recycle wood waste with a special emphasis on “unclean” wood.”
“The Greater Fox Cities Habitat for Humanity Restore celebrates partnering with Winnebago Audubon Society,” according to Matthew E. Daniels, the Restore manager. “This planning grant will build on our current recycling efforts and mission of diverting usable building materials from our local landfills.”
“The conservation solutions pioneered by TogetherGreen Innovation Grant winners are inspiring models of both ingenuity and conservation commitment,” said Audubon President David Yarnold. “Each project represents an investment in our shared environment and future – and an opportunity for many of our nation’s most creative and dedicated individuals and communities to transform their dreams into effective conservation action. As our alliance with Toyota shows, when organizations work together, they can magnify conservation results."
Over the next year, Winnebago Audubon Society and Greater Fox Cities Area Habitat for Humanity will complete a feasibility study with a summary business plan that includes a detailed description of possible funding sources and a list of for profit and nonprofit organizations committed to helping with this project over the long term.
The Winnebago Audubon Society Grant is part of nearly $1.1 million awarded by the TogetherGreen initiative this year. Audubon and Toyota launched the five-year TogetherGreen initiative in 2008 to fund innovative conservation projects, support conservation leadership, and offer volunteer opportunities that significantly benefit the environment and reach new audiences. Funds were awarded to Audubon organizations and their partners that demonstrated exceptional creativity in working with other groups on projects that will produce tangible benefits for environmental quality.
A complete list of the 2010 TogetherGreen Grantees can be found at www.TogetherGreen.org/grants. 
###
About TogetherGreen 
Audubon and Toyota launched the five-year TogetherGreen initiative in 2008 to build the promise of a greener, healthier future through innovation, leadership and volunteerism. Over 130 projects totaling more than $3.5 million have received Innovation Grants to protect land, water, and energy resources nationwide.  For more information, visit www.togethergreen.org. 

About Audubon

Now in its second century, Audubon connects people with birds, nature and the environment that supports us all. Our national network of community-based nature centers, chapters, scientific, education, and advocacy programs engages millions of people from all walks of life in conservation action to protect and restore the natural world. Visit Audubon online at www.audubon.org.    

About Toyota

Toyota (NYSE: TM) established operations in the United States in 1957 and currently operates 10 manufacturing plants, including one under construction.  Toyota directly employs nearly 30,000 in the U.S. and its investment here is currently valued at more than $18 billion, including sales and manufacturing operations, research and development, financial services and design. 

Toyota is committed to being a good corporate citizen in the communities where it does business and believes in supporting programs with long-term sustainable results. Toyota supports numerous organizations across the country, focusing on education, the environment and safety. Since 1991, Toyota has contributed more than $500 million to philanthropic programs in the U.S.  

For more information on Toyota's commitment to improving communities nationwide, visit http://www.toyota.com/community.

About Greater Fox Cities Area Habitat for Humanity
Habitat for Humanity is a home ownership program for hardworking families in need of a simple, decent and affordable home.  An affiliate of Habitat for Humanity International, Greater Fox Cities Area Habitat for Humanity has built more than 125 affordable homes in the Fox Valley. Worldwide, Habitat for Humanity has built more than 300,000 houses.  For more information about the Greater Fox Cities Area Habitat for Humanity please visit FoxCitiesHabitat.org, and for more information on Habitat for Humanity International visit Habitat.org.  
 

The Habitat ReStore, located at 3000 E. College Avenue in Appleton, is a unique retail operation and funding source for Habitat for Humanity.  The ReStore takes in used, salvaged, new, and overstocked building, remodeling, and home maintenance materials and supplies and resells them to the public at extremely low prices. Proceeds from all sales go to the local Habitat for Humanity organization to build houses with lower-income families and individuals in Outagamie, Calumet, and northern Winnebago counties. For more information about the ReStore please visit AppletonReStore.org
