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AUDUBON SOCIETY 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

�

��� � ���YES, I want to become a member at the chapter 
level and receive the Winnebago Audubon newsletter. 
I’ve enclosed a $20.00 check payable to Winnebago 
Audubon . 
�

� ���YES, I want to become a member of the National 
Audubon Society, and the Winnebago Audubon Chap-
ter. My membership dues entitle me to Audubon 
magazine, and all chapter benefits. I am enclosing a 
$20.00 check payable to National Audubon Society . 
�

� ���I do not wish to receive correspondence or solicita-
tions from National Audubon Society. 
�
Name:   
�
Address: 
�
City/State/Zip: 
� Chapter Code: �������� �
Mail this form with payment to: 
Pat Nichols, Membership Chair 
P.O. Box 184, Oshkosh, WI 54903 
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'(	 Please notify us if you will be temporarily 
away.  The post office will not forward your newsletter and we pay for the returned 
newsletter. If your newsletter is returned to us, we remove you from our mailing list.  Please 
contact Pat Nichols at jvnichols@earthlink or 920-426-0261 with any questions. 
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�		 Your mailing label includes your membership expiration date above your 
name.  If you are a “Chapter Only” member the word CHAPTER will appear after the 
expiration date.  Please renew your chapter membership by filling out the application form 
below. Thank you for helping us save on the cost of renewal reminders. 
     If you are a member of National Audubon, you will receive renewal notices from National 
or you may renew by using the form below. 
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 Pat Berndt Bryan Leinweber 
 Mary Butcher Odessa Reeal 
 Ann Drayman Dennis Riedi 
 Florence M. Fenske Alan & Leonore Rommelfanger 
 Tamara R. Gillen Shirley Rose 
 Betty Glatting Teri Rucinsky 
 Carrie Goodyear Karyn Schmitz 
 Jodi Guido Karen Scofield 
 Robert L. Heidke Rose Siwula 
 Betty John Karla Spinks 
 Ashley Kommes Russ Thompson 
 D. Lantihier Julie Vandrell 
 Kim Lawrence Kelly Wolff 
    

If you are a new member of National or the Chapter and 
haven’t seen your name here in the last few months, 

please contact 
 

     Pat Nichols, VP, Membership Chair 
    (email me at: jvnichols@earthlink.net) 

 
WINNEBAGO AUDUBON SOCIETY 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

PO BOX 184 
OSHKOSH, WI 54903-0184 
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Check our website for up-to-date information:  www. winaudubon.org 
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Saturday, February 6, 2010  
9:45 am - 11:30 am  
 

Oshkosh Public Library (lower level meeting room)  
106 Washington Ave., Oshkosh 
 

     Learn about common birds in our area, bird feeding tips, optics and how to 
participate in the citizen science program called the Great Backyard Bird Count. 
All ages and skill levels are welcome to attend. 
     Steve Easterly, DNR Wildlife Technician, will give a report on eagles and 
ospreys in our area. Steve is involved with the aerial survey of active nests.  
     The workshop is free and open to the public. Pre-registration is not 
necessary, but helpful in planning handouts. To register contact Janet Wissink 
at 920-589-2602 or wiss@centurytel.net 
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 February 12-15, 2010 
 

     Bird watchers coast to coast are invited to take part in the 13th annual Great 
Backyard Bird Count, Friday, February 12, through Monday, February 15, 
2010. Participants in the free event will join tens of thousands of volunteers of all 
levels of birding experience to count birds in their own backyards, local parks or 
wildlife refuges.  
     Each checklist submitted by these "citizen scientists" helps researchers at 
the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and the National Audubon Society learn more 
about how the birds are doing—and how to protect them. Last year, participants 
turned in more than 93,600 checklists online, creating the continent's largest 
instantaneous snapshot of bird populations ever recorded.  
     “Taking part in the Great Backyard Bird Count is a great way to get outside 
with family and friends, have fun, and help birds—all at the same time. Anyone 
who can identify even a few species can provide important information that 
enables scientists to learn more about how the environment is changing and 
how that affects our conservation priorities,” said Audubon Education Vice 
President, Judy Braus. “Everyone who participates in the GBBC—families, 
teachers, and young people—will get a chance to hone their observation skills, 
learn more about birds, and make a great contribution to the future!” 
     Anyone can take part in the Great Backyard Bird Count, from novice bird 
watchers to experts. Participants count birds for as little as 15 minutes (or as 
 

Continued on page 2 
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Sunday, February 21  
 

1:00 pm  
 

Oshkosh Seniors Center 
Oasis Room  

200 N. Campbell Rd., Oshkosh 
 

This annual event is always fun, free 
and open to the public! The Audubon 
board will treat you to ice cream and 
a variety of toppings. We invite you to 
share your photos, slides, videos, 
DVD slide shows, and stories of your 
outdoor adventures, flowers, birds, 
nature, etc. To allow everyone an 
opportunity to share, please keep 
your presentation to around 10-15 
minutes. A slide projector, VCR, and 
LCD projector with a laptop/dvd drive 
will be provided. Please join us for an 
enjoyable "sundae" afternoon with 
friends and family - old and new!  

����
�


��)����#	�*	�+����	
�

����� � ����������	�
����	�	������
������
� 
����������������������
�

������ � ����������	�
�

������ � �������������	�
�

�	
� �����	����
�

�	
�� � ������������	���� ����	��!������
� 
���������������	������
�

�	
��� � �������������"������"��� ���
�

�	
�

 � "����#���	�$����
�

����
� � �����!%�����&���������
�

��� � '�������(�������



���������	
���

� ��������	�
����� �
�

 

     I would first like to start my article by saying thank you to the 
Winnebago Audubon society for paying for my entire trip to Trees for 
Tomorrow.  Our seventh grade class at Webster Stanley Middle 
School went Jan. 18 and 19.  I had a wonderful time and greatly 
appreciate their grant. 
      Trees for Tomorrow is located in Eagle River.  It is a nonprofit 
organization that educates everyone from the ages of 13 to 73 about 
the natural resources of Wisconsin and how to preserve our 
environment for generations to come.  I felt it was very important to 
go there so my classmates and I could learn about Wisconsin’s 
environment because someday I’ll be the one to teach my children 
how to care for it, protect it, use it and simply enjoy it. 
      I had four main classes there that taught me about the 
environment of Wisconsin.  My first one was called “logging days”.  I 
learned in that class how very important logging was and still is to 
our state.  Without it, several towns would not even be on the map.  
Did you know that Wisconsin produces the most paper out of all the 
50 states?!  The logging industry really helped Wisconsin’s economy 
at that time and really got our state started. 
      I also learned what to do when you’re in a “survival situation”.  
Did you know that at around 95-96 degrees Fahrenheit, your body 
starts shivering to produce heat?  Shivering is the first sign of 
hypothermia.  At 93-94 degrees Fahrenheit, you start to feel as 
though you can’t move your body and your body then stops 
shivering; at 92-89, you can’t form your words correctly and struggle 
to function and at 86 degrees Fahrenheit, you die.  We learned how 
to start a fire when we 
need to stay warm 
and how to live using 
alternative sources to 
the basic essentials.  
     I also went 
snowshoeing and we 
looked for tracks or 
traces of evidence that 
an animal might have 
been there.  We found 
scat to prove that deer 
were near us as well 
as tracks, shells of 
seeds on the ground to prove that a squirrel might have been there; 
deer beds, buck rubs and more.  It was a really neat experience to 
walk below the canopy of the tall pines and get a hands on view of 
what the Wisconsin north woods is like and all the natural wonders it 
holds.  
      Let me tell you about the best part of all!   When we were waiting 
outside to eat our final meal before leaving, I spotted a bald eagle.  
When I had people around me looking, another person spotted 
another, then another!  We had three bald eagles soaring right 
above our heads at a pleasing and great visible distance.  
Everybody enjoyed the sight and it was a great final goodbye from 
such a wonderful trip! 
    Thank you Audubon again for sponsoring my trip and giving me 
the opportunity to go on this wonderful trip.  I would also like to 
thank all my teachers for their help and planning, and Ms. Cheryl 
Fowler of the Oshkosh Area Community Foundation who helped pay 
for others to come on the trip as well. 
 
 (Carmen is a seventh grader at Webster Stanley Middle School.)�
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     Bill Zimar, Frank Zuern, Sandy Schnieder, 
Jan Scalpone, Louise Coumbe, Jan 
Moldenhauer (two classrooms), Carla Hansen, 
Doris Thomas, Jeanne Shiras, Women’s 
Fellowship of the First Congregational Church 
(two classrooms), Carolyn Blassingame and 
Winnebago Audubon Society. 
     Thanks to these contributors, fifteen 
classrooms in the Oshkosh public and parochial 
schools are receiving the current year Audubon 
Adventures Classroom teaching program Action 
for Planet Earth. Teachers I speak to are so 
excited to receive this material and feel that it fits 
well with their teaching goals for the classroom. 
Thanks to all of the sponsors for making this 
program a success. 
 

Editor’s Note: And Thank to You, Carla Hansen, 
for coordinating this project! 

GBBC WORKSHOP continued from page 1  
 

long as they wish) on one or more days of the 
event and report their sightings online at 
www.birdcount.org.  
     “The GBBC is a perfect first step towards the 
sort of intensive monitoring needed to discover 
how birds are responding to environmental 
change,” said Janis Dickinson, the director of 
Citizen Science at the Cornell Lab. “Winter is 
such a vulnerable period for birds, so winter bird 
distributions are likely to be very sensitive to 
change. There is only one way—citizen 
science—to gather data on private lands where 
people live and doing this across the continent 
over many years. GBBC has enormous potential 
both as an early warning system and in 
capturing and engaging people in more intensive 
sampling of birds across the landscape.” 
     Bird populations are always shifting and 
changing. For example, 2009 GBBC data 
highlighted a huge southern invasion of Pine 
Siskins across much of the eastern United 
States. Participants counted 279,469 Pine 
Siskins on 18,528 checklists, as compared to 
the previous high of 38,977 birds on 4,069 
checklists in 2005. Failure of seed crops farther 
north caused the siskins to move south to find 
their favorite food. 
     On the www.birdcount.org website, 
participants can explore real-time maps and 
charts that show what others are reporting 
during the count. The site has tips to help 
identify birds and special materials for 
educators. Participants may also enter the 
GBBC photo contest by uploading images taken 
during the count. All participants are entered in a 
drawing for prizes that include bird feeders, 
binoculars, books, CDs, and many other great 
birding products. 
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     Snow dances across the frozen surface of a marsh 
only to be captured among the crimson stems of red-osier 
dogwood. Yesterday’s rabbit tracks are obliterated but 
chewed stems tell us that the hungry herbivores have 
been here. A tiny, cup-shaped nest woven about dogwood 
stems reveals the former presence of another marsh 
inhabitant. Deserted now, this tiny nest was the focal point 
of activity for a pair of yellow warblers. They and their 
offspring should be chasing insects in the warmer 
temperatures of South America now. To see them, we will 
need to wait until spring. 
     Yellow warblers, Dendroica petechia, are five-inch 
bundles of motion much like black-capped chickadees. 
When spotted, yellow warblers are easy to identify 
because, as their name implies, yellow warblers are 
yellow. Although they do sport yellow-green backs and 
males display fine chestnut streaks on their breasts, the 
overall first impression of seeing a yellow warbler is that 
the bird is yellow. Unlike many other warbler species, 
yellow warblers do not have wing bars or patches, brightly 
colored caps, eye rings, tail spots or distinctive facial 
patterns. Yellow warblers are primarily just plain yellow 
with males tending to be brighter than females. 
     Yellow warblers are one of the most common warbler 
species and one of the earliest to return to Wisconsin. 
They begin arriving from mid to late April, taking up 
residence in shrubby areas usually associated with water. 
By the time of the annual May Day bird count which is 
usually held within the first ten days of May, male yellow 
warblers are already establishing territories while most 
other warbler species are still migrating north. From atop 
tall perches, male yellow warblers sing their long, sweet 
musical songs of sharp rises and falls ending with “swee, 
swee, swee, ti, ti, ti, swee”. Besides singing, males spend 
time chasing other males and females. As brightly colored 
as males are, they blend in surprisingly well with the 
young, emerging yellow-green leaves of spring. Just be 
patient, these tiny sprites flit from branch to branch and 

you’ll eventually see them if only for an instant. 
     Once a territory is established, the female selects the 
ideal location for her nest. It is often placed in the fork of a 
shrub fairly low to the ground although it may be placed as 
high as twelve feet. She alone weaves grasses into a 
neat, tea-cup-sized nest in about four days. This tiny, 
compact nest with an inside diameter measuring about 
two inches and 1-1/2 inches deep is perfectly sized for a 
bird weighing just 1/3 of an ounce. One can imagine her 
snuggled inside. She then lays an average of five tiny, 
brown-speckled whitish eggs, each about the size of a 
small jelly bean. Her work is far from over as she alone 
incubates the eggs for 11 to 12 days. After hatching, the 
male joins her to help feed the nestlings a diet of insects. 
The young grow quickly and leave the confines of their 
nest about 8 to 10 days after hatching. Only one brood is 
raised per year. 
     By late June into July, when we think summer is just 
beginning, yellow warblers are already on the move south. 
Their nesting responsibilities are finished. The time they 
grace our wetlands and sing their sweet, flowing songs is 
very short. Now it’s winter. Although yellow warblers long-
ago departed, we know they were here by the presence of 
their nests. In May, the nests were well-hidden with the 
residents secretly going about their duties. Now, the nests 
are exposed for anyone to observe as we enjoy a day in a 
winter marsh. 
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     It’s barely February, but it is time to be looking ahead to 
our chapter’s new fiscal year that will begin in May. Our 
board of directors has a passion for the environment and 
enjoys working together to bring worthwhile programs and 
events to our community. We would welcome the energy 
and ideas of additional VOLUNTEERS and BOARD 
members to help us continue that tradition of over 25 
years. Please consider volunteering to help with an event 
or to serve as a director. I would be happy to answer any 
questions you might have about the responsibilities and 
time involved, so give me a call or send an e-mail.  -  Janet 
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     Each year Winnebago Audubon recognizes an 
individual who has worked to achieve the Society’s 
objectives with the Katherine D. Rill Environmental Award. 
Nominees must be from our area and have shown a 
dedication to preservation or restoration of habitat; 
conservation of birds; engagement in citizen science; or 
education of others about natural systems. Please send a 
letter detailing why your nominee qualifies by March 26, 
2010 to Winnebago Audubon Society, PO Box 184, 
Oshkosh, WI 54903. The award will be presented at our 
Spring Banquet on Saturday, April 17. 

     I do not know if this is 
a yellow warbler nest, but 

Anita’s article motivated 
me to get outside and  

explore my “backyard”. I 
found  two nests; came 
upon a pile of feathers 

that I could not identify; 
followed deer, raccoon, 

squirrel, and maybe wea-
sel tracks; and saw a 

chickadee take a bath in a 
puddle of water in the 

willow thicket.-JW 


