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Check out the website for details as they become
available and in future newsletters.

Eagles and Ospreys of NE Wisconsin
(details at right)

Great Backyard Bird Count

Ice Cream Social / Show and Tell
1:30 pm, Oshkosh Senior Center

Annual Midwest Crane Count

Spring Banquet at Primo Restaurant
Dinner, Silent Auction, Awards followed
by a program on Kirtland’s Warblers

Birdathon Month

Oshkosh Bird Fest
(www.oshkoshbirdfest.com)

6:00 am-2:00 pm, Menominee Park
Frog Night Hike

“Adult” Night Hike

with Anita Carpenter

Paddle Rush Lake with Tom Ziebell
and Anita Carpenter

For more details and directions, check out our
website for information as it becomes available:
www.winaudubon.org

or contact Janet at 920-589-2602 or
wiss@centurytel.net

Silent Auction Items needed for

If you would like to donate something to the
silent auction at our Spring Banquet, please
contact Janet at wiss@centurytel.net

or 920-589-2602.

Saturday, February 4 - 1:30 pm
JP Coughlin Center, 625 E. County Road Y, Oshkosh

Join us for a presentation on the eagles and ospreys of
northeast Wisconsin. Steve Easterly, Wildlife Technician with
the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, will talk about
the continuing efforts to monitor the recovery of these two
magnificent birds. Aerial surveys are conducted every spring
and early summer by the DNR. This is an opportunity to learn
how these surveys are done and to hear about the results of the
2011 surveys. The road to recovery has not been an easy one
for these two previously endangered raptors. With the
assistance of concerned citizens, conservation groups, private
companies, as well as state and federal agencies there has
been a dramatic rebound for both the bald eagle and the osprey.
Preserving and protecting habitat, changes in land use, enacting
legislation, and erecting nesting platforms have all been
important steps in this amazing story. This program is free and
open to the public.

Following Easterly’s presentation, Winnebago Audubon will
provide information about the Great Backyard Bird Count which
is an annual four-day event that engages bird watchers of all
ages in counting birds to create a real-time snapshot of where
the birds are across the continent. Anyone can participate, from
beginning bird watchers to experts. It takes as little as 15
minutes on one day, or you can count for as long as you like
each day of the event, which runs from Feb. 17 through Feb. 20.
It's free, fun, and easy—and it helps the birds.

If you want to learn more about the GBBC visit www.
birdsource.org/gbbc/. The beauty of this event is that everyone
can participate by: watching your backyard feeder, driving to a
special place to count, or trekking out into the country to look for
birds. There are simple rules to follow to submit your results.
Your efforts contribute important data regarding the movement
of birds across North America. Winnebago Audubon encourages
you to learn more and be a part of this annual citizen science
project.

If you would like more information about this program,
contact Janet Wissink at wiss@centurytel.net or 920-589-2602.



Eastern Bluebird Fledgling
Drawing by Frank Zuern
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The northern migration for Eastern Bluebirds is about
two months away, but now is the time to prepare for their
return. To help prepare for their return and/or encourage
you to become a blue-birder, Len Place and Frank Zuern
offer a free program called “Gems of Blue”. With photos
and discussion it includes these topics: plight of the
bluebird; its vibrant re-birth; selecting habitat; building/
mounting/monitoring a nest box; free nest box plans.

Whether attracting bluebirds to one box or several,
nature always provides a surprise!

For more information call Len (920-231-7388) or Frank
(920-231-3443).

Last fall close to 650 5" grade students from the
Oshkosh Areas School District experienced an
environmental education day at Sullivan’'s Woods. For the
past 30 years Winnebago Audubon members have
volunteered to guide the students and assist with their
assignments. Thanks to all the following people who
donated their time and experience: Judy Anderson,
Carolyn Blassingame, Lorraine Eberle, Zaiga Freivalds,
Carla Hansen, Pam and Larry Lang, Dave Misterek, Dave
Moon, Jean Snowhook, Barb Urbrock and Frank Zuern.

More volunteers are urgently needed, for both the
spring and fall, as many of our older “Friends” are no
longer able to walk the trails. Teaching experience is not
necessary as you can learn by shadowing a veteran guide.
For more info call Zaiga Freivalds at 233-5914.

The 2011 travels of Michael Huebschen chanced
onto some not-so-ordinary avian sightings which included
Greater Prairie Chickens in Portage Co., Whooping Cranes
at Necedah NWR, a Trumpeter Swan pair with two late
cygnets at Sandhill Wildlife Area in August, a rich array of
shorebirds at Horicon NWR and Mack State W.A. also in
August, thousands of Canvasbacks and Tundra Swans at
Upper Mississippi River NWR in November/December,
Short-eared Owls at Horicon NWR in November, Snowy
Owils at Horicon NWR, Oconto Harbor and the Buena Vista
Marsh in November and December, and a Harlequin Duck
at Oconto Harbor in January 2012. (For more detail, see
Winnebago Audubon Society website under Birds.) He is
planning on sharing a slide show of many of those
encounters at the March 11th Ice Cream Social at the
Oshkosh Senior Center.

Each year Winnebago Audubon Society recognizes an
individual from our community who has worked to achieve
the Society’s objectives. The award was named to honor
the memory of Katherine D. Rill who dedicated her time,
skills and efforts to preserve and restore wildlife habitat,
conserve birds, engage in citizen science, and educate
others about natural systems. Past recipients include
George Curtis, Michael Lizotte, Paul Fowler, Quentin Metzig.

Katherine played a vital role in establishing our chapter
in 1982 and continued to be an integral part of the chapter
for over 20 years. In the mid-1960s she was involved in the
statewide effort to ban DDT. She was instrumental in the
preservation of Cactus Rock, a state scientific area south
of New London. Along with her husband, Russ, they
helped preserve Tellock’s Hill Woods, a state natural area
near Clintonville. The thesis for her master’'s degree, “A
Flora of Winnebago County,” was published in the
transactions of the Wisconsin Academy of Sciences. Her
own herbarium, donated to the University of Wisconsin
Oshkosh a few years ago contained over 8,000 sheets of
dried, pressed plants. She worked for the Natural Areas
Preservation Council, now the Bureau of Endangered
Resources, creating an inventory of unique, relatively
undisturbed areas in five counties — many are now state
natural areas. She never hesitated to take action against
ill-conceived projects, often attending permit hearings of
the US Army Corps of Engineers and DNR. And she
served as secretary and president of the Citizens Natural
Resources Board. These are just some of the things Kay
was involved in.

Nominees for the Katherine D. RIill Environmental
Award must be from our area. The candidate must have
shown a dedication to preservation or restoration of
habitat; or conservation of birds; or engagement in citizen
science; or education of others about natural systems.
Candidates may not nominate themselves. Please send
nominations to Winnebago Audubon Society, PO Box 184,
Oshkosh, WI 54903 no later than March 17, 2012. Include
your complete contact information along with a letter
detailing why your nominee qualifies. The nominee should
be able to attend the Spring Banquet on April 28, 2012
when the award will be presented.

For those of you who are interested in knowing what
birds are being found where and when, you can visit the
website of the Wisconsin Society for Ornithology at: http://
wsobirds.org/ and click on the Find Birds icon at the top of
the home page. This will take you to the reports that are
being placed on the Wisbirdn listserve. You will also find
information about how to get on the Wisbirdn membership
list and get these sightings directly into your emails.

If you enjoy listing the birds you find, you might also be
interested in the Wisconsin ebird website: http://ebird.org/
content/wi/  Visit this site to find out more about great
places to bird and then how to record your observations.

Happy Birding and thanks for adding records to
Wisconsin bird observations. - Bettie Harriman
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Hidden in plain view by an industrious gray squirrel
preparing for winter, a black walnut rests in a tangle of
small upper branches in my lilac. Another nut sits on top of
the tree swallow nest box. This essay isn’'t about unusual
caching activities of gray squirrels but rather about black
walnuts and the trees from whence they've dropped.

I'm able to study black walnut (BW) trees year round for
several mature, 70-100 foot tall trees dot my neighborhood.
In spring they are the last trees to sprout their leaves—uwell
into May. In autumn, they are the first trees to shed their
spent leaves. And big leaves they are. Each 18-25 inch
long leaf is pinnately compound having from 13 to 23
narrow-pointed, 4-inch leaflets attached along both sides of
a central main rib. At the same time the leaves sprout, the
tree blooms.

found in the United States—others grow out west. As any
gardener knows, it is almost impossible to grow anything
under a black walnut. Why? BW trees showcase the
classic example of a biological phenomenon called
allelopathy which is defined as the inhibition of growth of
one plant species caused by chemicals produced by
another. BW trees synthesize and secrete a chemical
substance called juglone which inhibits the respiration of
sensitive plants, thus depriving them of needed energy for
metabolic activity. Plants differ in their sensitivity to juglone
with tomatoes being particularly sensitive.

Juglone is concentrated in the roots, buds and nut hulls
with smaller quantities found in leaves and stems. The
main source of juglone in soil is secretion by tree roots.

Fallen leaves and nuts

Inconspicuous green g add to the juglone
male flowers hang in R “\.‘. Q}" concentration in the soil
catkins dangling from the ﬁ\‘v . ) ‘{" 1’11,;’ beneath a BW tree.
NS A N 0 ; .

base of the current & \. ‘ =/ ‘$ Because juglone is not
year's growth. Small, X0, ‘Q \‘6\( ‘; very water soluble, it
green female _flowers ‘.‘ l> ‘* \.} S "“ does not move very far
grow at the tips of s{\, "k/‘ Y 'f'r" ""l'; from the tree thus
developing new shoots. NN E =Y Qo= AN concentrating its
Flowers are wind- \)' \‘\\i‘) =7 ""’Q !"& A presence even more.
pollinated. N ‘ -‘ E ¢ \ R Allelopathy is nature’s

May quickly becomes N \“'4 [ A N R way of ensuring that the
o) byq B'y ‘\‘94 AR ,i“ “'\ yt t gh th

ctober. ig  green, = < / 1 NN \W paren ree has e
nearly round 2-inch A \ '\ o .\ N nutrients and space it
fruits, borne in clusters of 4&, "\\* J&\ | \§\ !Q needs to survive. Even
one, two and sometimes j )\9 6‘ 'IR v sapling black walnuts

three, are visible in the \|
tree tops. When mature,

they drop with a definite thud on impact. There they lie.
The green husks deteriorate and turn brown. The softened
husk gives way, revealing and releasing a 1-1/4 inch dark
brown, somewhat flattened nut inside. The two-valved nut
is hard with deep grooves, coarse to the touch and difficult
to crack. | often hear gray squirrels diligently scraping and
scraping and scraping on the nuts, eventually opening
them and extracting the sweet kernel inside.

Shortly after the fruits drop, the leaves turn yellow,
seemingly overnight, and very quickly, within 3-4 days, the
tree is bare. As with most of Wisconsin’s trees, they stand
bare for a longer time each year than they are adorned
with leaves.

Although BW trees are nice to have around, | must
reluctantly admit they are a bit messy. The leaves with their
long midribs are a bit more challenging to rake up. The
fruits with their green-brown husks stain sidewalks, streets
and hands. A carpet of fallen fruits can make walking
somewhat dicey but squirrels seize upon this windfall and
are busy eating, storing and burying nuts.

Black walnuts, Juglans nigra, belong to the walnut
family, Juglandaceae. It is one of six native walnut species

succumb to the toxic
effects of juglone.

In spite of its perceived shortcomings, this native
Wisconsin tree should be saved for it is very valuable. It
provides nuts, shade and excellent wood for furniture and
carving and for providing fantastic watching for this
naturalist. The other day | was walking under a bare BW
when a nut fell and bounced on the sidewalk ahead of me.
I thought this curious and looked up to find a crow peering
down at me. Crows are very intelligent. Did it drop the nut
in an attempt to crack it? The nut did not crack. | have
witnessed crows picking at nuts which were opened by
cars driving over them. They discovered the automotive
nutcracker.

So | continue to watch “my” black walnut trees. | wait for
warblers to return in spring and descend upon the trees as
their flowers bloom and leaves pop out. | observe the size
of the nut crop. Some years are plentiful, others are not. |
watch squirrels chase each other on their wide branches. |
observe gray squirrel nests tucked high in tree tops. | see
woodpeckers and nuthatches gleaning the trunks. And |
enjoy the fleeting moment when a stoic bare tree is
silhouetted against a rising full moon. Beautiful. Long live
the black walnut trees.
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If you joined National Audubon, you are a member of
our local chapter, Winnebago Audubon. We invite you
to participate in our activities to make the most of your
membership. We are a group of like-minded individuals
interested in the natural world. Our activities are offered

to educate the public and our members and engage

people in citizen science.

James Baldry
Joel & Kathleen Eisch
Benjamin Helmer
Jean Kellerman

If you are new members of National or the Chapter
and haven't seen your name here in the last couple
of months, please contact

Pat Nichols, Membership Chair
(email me at: patnichols@earthlink.net)




