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=Audubon.

I YES, | want to become a member of the National

I Audubon Society, and the Winnebago Audubon Chap-
lter. My membership dues entitle me to Audubon
magazine, and all chapter benefits. | am enclosing a

I | do not wish to receive correspondence or solicita-
tions from National Audubon Society.

Name:

NON-PROFIT ORG
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"# S 1% & Please notify us if you will be temporarily
away. The post office will not forward your newsletter and we pay for the returned
newsletter. If your newsletter is returned to us, we remove you from our mailing list. Please
contact Pat Nichols at jvnichols@ earthlink or 920-426-0261 with any questions.

$ & Your mailing label includes your membership expiration date above your
name. If you are a “Chapter Only” member the word CHAPTER will appear after the
expiration date. Please renew your chapter membership by filling out the application form
below. Thank you for helping us save on the cost of renewal reminders.
If you are a member of National Audubon, you will receive renewal notices from National
or you may renew by using the form below.

AUDUBON SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
YES, | want to become a member at the chapter

llevel and receive the Winnebago Audubon newsletter.
II've enclosed a $20.00 check payable to Winnebago

If you joined National Audubon, you are a member
of our local chapter, Winnebago Audubon.

We invite you to participate in our activities to make
the most of your membership. We are a group of
like-minded individuals interested in the natural world.
Our activities are offered to educate the public and our
members and engage people in citizen science.

Charles Bowles Cynthia Mathias
Christopher Matthias
Matt Ebersberger Wayne Meyer & Marily Hein

John Gremmer Daniel Montag

James Hynes James Nerenhausen
Richard Jeffery James Rudolph
Steven Labus Mrs. Thomas Williams

=Address:

|city/state/zip:

If you are new members of National or the Chapter and
haven’t seen your name here in the last couple of months,

I Chapter Code:
| Mail this form with payment to:
| Pat Nichols, Membership Chair

P.O. Box 184, Oshkosh, WI 54903
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please contact

Pat Nichols, VP, Membership Chair
(email me at: jvnichols@earthlink.net)
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In May we began a series of five walks along the
Wiouwash Recreational Trail to visit the three segments of
a State Natural Area north of Oshkosh. This SNA is
recognized for the remnant prairies that exist there. Many
people have accompanied us on the first three outings to
experience the beauty of these prairies from spring through
late summer. Tom Underwood has been our guide and
shared his knowledge and enthusiasm for the amazing
prairie plants that grow there. Some of the plants we found
were shooting stars, puccoon, downy phlox, blue-eyed
grass, alum root, prairie smoke and bastard toadflax.

The next two walks will feature the colors of the summer
bloomers. Come join us to see how the prairie is changing.

Sunday, July 12, 1:00 pm

Meet us where the trail intersects Oakridge Road. Tom
Underwood will take us south to a third segment of the
State Natural Area that we have not yet explored. Anita
Carpenter will also join us for this afternoon walk. Her
knowledge of butterflies, dragonflies and other critters,
along with her sharp eyes, will bring another dimension to
the wonders of the prairie.

The walk will be about 1 to 1.5 miles round trip and last
about 2 hours.

PS. For “Public Enemies” fans, this happens to be
the area where they were filming last April!

Saturday, August 15, 9:00 am

Meet at Maxwell Road. We will walk north a short
distance to see an area of the trail that was once
prairie and is now over grown with trees and brush.
Then we will walk south toward GG to revisit the
prairie we saw in May and June to see how it has

changed over the summer. B\ |

For more information about the walks contact Above: Tom Underwood and
others take a closer look at a
spittle bug. Right: Prairie smoke.

Janet Wissink at 920-589-2602 or
wiss@centurytel.net

Winnebago Audubon is sponsoring a work party to
assist in maintaining the integrity of one of the original
prairie remnants occupying the right-of-way of the
Wiouwash Trail north of Oshkosh. Please come help us set
back the encroaching shrubs. The goal is to selectively, by
hand, cut individual stems as low to the ground as
possible. This will release the adjacent grasses and forbs
to take advantage of the remainder of the growing season.
The brush will dry over the next couple of months to
become fuel for a prairie burn planned for late this fall.

Pruners and loppers are the tools of choice to bring on
work day. A small pruning saw may be of occasional
usefulness. It may also be desirable to bring gloves, a hat
or other protection from the sun, water, and a snack. We
will not be chemically treating the cut surfaces.

Join us on Saturday, July 18", from 10:00 AM until noon
where the trail intersects County Road GG. We will be
working north of this point along both sides of the trail. If
the weather is uncooperative or if Saturday won't work for
you, we’ll again convene at the same time and location on
Sunday the 19".

Should you have any questions contact Tom
Underwood at (920) 410-9703.
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Winnebago Audubon Society presented the
Katherine D. Rill Environmental Award to Michael
Lizotte for his outstanding work in citizen science,
environmental education and habitat protection on the
Winnebago lakes system.

Dr. Michael Lizotte is one of the leading experts on
the Winnebago lakes system. He has trained citizens
to monitor the lakes, brought in over $200,000 for lake
protection, and helped several thousand area
individuals gain a better understanding of lake ecology
and culture. His work and knowledge as a citizen and
as a professor at UW Oshkosh is particularly important
in our community, as it has created positive
perceptions and attitudes toward governmental
agencies and sound environmental resource
management.

Pat Nichols, Vice President of Winnebago Audubon,
presented Michael Lizotte with the Katherine D.

Environmental Award at our Spring Banquet on May 2.
Photo by John Nichols.

Here are just a few specific examples of why Dr.
Lizotte is worthy of this award.

He initiated volunteer monitoring programs for
lakes, rivers and streams in the Winnebago lakes
system. More than 120 area citizens have been
trained to use a Secchi disk to test for water clarity on
the system’s four lakes. He also extended more
complex training to 40 citizens monitoring the 96
streams entering the Winnebago lakes system.
Volunteers test bi-weekly during the boating season
and enter data into a DNR website. Previously only
three DNR stations monitored the entire system. To
cover training expenses, Lizotte tapped into the state’s
Citizen Monitoring Network grant program. Over 1000
state lakes actively participate in this program.

Lizotte also initiated the Clean Boats, Clean Waters
program on our lakes — a joint project of UWO and the
Winnebago Lakes Council. This will be the fourth
summer interns will be hired and trained to inspect
boats and distribute educational literature at busy boat
launches to protect our lakes against the spread of

aguatic invasive species. continued on page 7
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Editors Note: In cooperation with the Bluebird Restoration
Association of Wisconsin (BRAW), Winnebago Audubon paid
for 25 bluebird next boxes and Kent Hall, VP of BRAW/
Coordinator of Data Collection and Analysis, erected the boxes
with help from our board member, Dave Moon, last fall at Lake
Breeze Golf Course near Winneconne. Roger and Kate
attended our field trip to Ripon to learn about bluebirds in June
2008 and subsequently volunteered to monitor our trail. Here is
their report on how the first year is going for the bluebirds.

We started on April 11th with Kent Hall from Stevens Point
giving us the orientation. We installed one additional nest box
with a predator guard to give us 25 boxes to monitor.

The boxes are checked every 6 to 8 days and we log the
activity of each nest box on its own record sheet. Information
gathered includes: what kind of nest — usually a house
sparrow (HS), tree swallow (TS) or Eastern Bluebird (EB); how
many eggs; estimate of date hatched; how many young; how
many fledged; as well as unusual events like dead birds found
in box, or eggs one week and empty boxes the next week, or
white EB eggs instead of blue. All of this info is made part of
the field record.

The project started poorly with EBs in only 2 of the nest
boxes. The first 5 trips were spent mainly battling the house
sparrow population. In mid May we were finally going to see
the payoff with our first group of five EB fledglings when we
had two very cold weather days that froze the young in the
nest.

Things finally turned around on June 10th when the first
group of 5 fledged. On that day the nest count was 8 EB nest
boxes, 9 TS boxes and 8 boxes either vacant or with HS in
them. The numbers have improved since then and the
swallows who nest only once, are just about finished with their
"rentals". The EB have about 3 more weeks of potential egg
laying left so we look for them to take over some of the vacant
swallow nests. We could realistically finish with over half the
nest boxes occupied with bluebirds and that would be a
successful first year project.

One negative note — one of the boxes was run over by a
golf cart. It is believed to have been done on the weekend
during a golf outing. Yes, it was one that had a bluebird nest in
it with 4 eggs. The steel post was level with the ground and the
nest box was nowhere to be found. We believe this to be an
alcohol related incident. The maintenance crew is curious to
know what happened to the box also. A search of the area
proved unsuccessful. Not sure if the person threw the box into
the woods or took it home as a souvenir.

We also learned that well meaning neighbors that feed the
birds are unwittingly supporting the house sparrow population
and that the HS will kill the bluebirds and peck the EB eggs to
gain use of the nest box. The HS will even go so far as to peck
the heads of the young EB, killing them.

Those nest boxes that are further away from homes and
border fields or road ways with electrical wires (favorite perch
area) are desired by the EB. We also learned that the nest
boxes should be facing northeast and have a tree nearby to
supply a perch area.

We have become meals-on-wheels each week as we leave
a small amount of mealworms at each bluebird nest area.

- Roger Jaeger & Kate Anderson
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Blue birds. Not just bluebirds but all birds that are
colored blue are striking in appearance and easily noticed.
Thus it was easy for early ornithologists to name them.
Think of blue jay, eastern bluebirds, blue grosbeak, black-
throated blue warbler, blue-gray gnatcatcher, little blue
heron and great blue heron. In addition, shades of blue
are immortalized in bird names like the cerulean warbler,
lazuli bunting and indigo bunting.

It's spring slipping into summer and | look forward to
seeing all the blue birds again. | especially enjoy indigo
buntings, those little blue Easter eggs that decorate
woodland edges and clearings, raspberry tangles, brushy
areas and streamside thickets throughout Wisconsin.

Male indigo buntings are 5-1/2 inches of energy.
They're gloriously plumaged in their all-over indigo blue
and are especially visible when sunlight strikes them. It
can be a bit tricky to identify them if they're perched in
shadows or silhouetted against the sky because then they
often appear black. Female indigo buntings are very non-
descript in their uniformly brown feathers although they do
show faint streaking on the breast. If females are not
accompanied by males, they could easily be mistaken for
sparrows. | remember this vividly because the only bird |
misidentified on my college ornithology identification final
was the female indigo bunting!

Upon their return to Wisconsin from wintering areas in
South America, indigo buntings establish territories. While
either perched high on an exposed branch or hidden low
among the foliage, male indigo buntings love to sing. Their
song is a pleasant series of varied paired phrases. Try to
imagine a cadence of “fire, fire, where, where, here, here”.
The joyous males sing throughout the day and well into
summer, long after many other birds have ceased singing.
While he’s singing and defending his territory, the female
is busy with nesting responsibilities. She selects a suitable

nest site in the crotch of a shrub or low in a bush and
weaves a secure cup nest of dried grasses. She lays an
average of three to four white to pale bluish-white oval
eggs, each about the size of a regular jelly bean. For
twelve to thirteen days, she alone incubates the eggs.
After the eggs hatch, the nestlings, fed by both parents,
grow fast and leave the nest eight to ten days later. Soon
the fledglings are on their own while the adults are busy
producing a second clutch.

Indigo buntings, Passerine cyanea, are in the finch
family along with cardinals, sparrows and grosbeaks. They
have small conical beaks used for cracking seeds. These

primarily seed eaters will also
dine on insects. Indigo
buntings will visit bird feeders
as well. It's a very special day
if an indigo bunting stops on its
northward migration and
samples my offerings in the
yard. It happens very
infrequently but I'm always
hoping.

Indigo buntings are just one
of the colorful blue birds we
may see in Wisconsin each
year. How many of the blue

birds can you discover? Indigo buntings, along with blue
jays, eastern bluebirds, blue-gray gnatcatchers and great
blue herons are fairly easy to find. The two warblers,
cerulean and black-throated blue, nest here but are less
likely to be seen. Blue grosbeaks and little blue herons are
Wisconsin rarities while the lazuli bunting would be way
out of its southern ranges, probably lost, and nearly
impossible to find. All these blue birds are worth searching
for. The fun is in the journey and with it the possibility of
discovery just around the bend, or in the next marsh or
woods or even in your own backyard.
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continued from page 2

He wrote two successful large grants to develop and begin implementation of a
regional plan to prevent the spread of aquatic invasive species in the Winnebago lakes
system. This is a citizen-based effort with a 15 member advisory committee and
numerous public meetings. Phase | has been completed and Phase Il will extend through

2010.

Lizotte conceived the concept of a Lakes Education Center showcasing the
Winnebago lakes. Community response has been positive, including a site offered by the
city in Riverside Park, and a small Oshkosh Area Community Foundation grant for

promotion. Tough economic times have slowed this effort.

He raised the understanding of hundreds of community residents about the
importance of the Winnebago lake system. For 2009 he is on course to speak to at least
30 community organizations, possibly reaching several thousand individuals by year end.

The Environmental Award is named in memory of Winnebago Audubon Society
founding chapter member Katherine D. Rill, who dedicated her time, skills and efforts to 6
preserve and restore wildlife habitat, conserve birds, engage in citizen science, and
educate others about natural systems. For more information on how to nominate 1
someone for this award in 2010, go to our website www.winaudubon.org/issues.
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