Two teams, eight birdwatchers, thirty-two generous contributors, 89 birds ( . . ]
spotted, $ 1068.75 raised. And now for the rest of the story. ) 1:00 pm - Saturday, August 29 (Raindate: Sunday, August 30)
Highlights from the birdwatchers: Area children - . . . .
: ; . . , parents and others can participate in the autumn migration of monarch butterflies on
‘(])??heé Z;; a; Wﬂﬁggm 'Srsall?]ié’ ilr?:ﬁleyr\:vi'\l/(ljegrpe;’tt(e:g rvr\];eesr: ('\)/fleg;ﬁtkola eyﬂs]z\i';’fti?set 2'tr:p * Saturday, August 29 from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm. Field trip participants will have a short orientation and a
was Miller's Bay at Menominee Park where they were happy to find Caspian terns The colorful, demonstration of the tagging process. Then participants will net monarchs and attach numbered tags to their wings as

part of a nationwide research project by the University of Kansas called Monarch Watch.

This event is suitable for children 4 years and up. We recommend that children wear long pants, shoes and socks. It is
free to Winnebago Audubon members. The non-member fee is $5 per adult and $3 per child 17 years and under. Pre-
registration is not required. Non-members may join at the event. A limited number of butterfly nets will be available, so
bring your own if you have one.

We still need to locate a red clover or alfalfa field, so watch for details in the next newsletter or on our website: www.
winaudubon.org. Contact Janet Wissink, (920) 589-2602 or wiss@centurytel.net if you know of a field we might be able to
use. Teachers or families who are raising monarchs and are interested in tagging your butterflies should contact Janet for
tags and forms by August 1.

but then found a Bonaparte’s gull mingling with the ring-billed gulls! Another special | original nature
treat was when Carmen spotted a female green heron hidden in the shrubs along a | designs of Anita
water-filled ditch adjacent to a small wetland. Evelyn and Janet had a hard time Carpenter’s quilts
finding it because it was so well camouflaged. They also saw the male just were appreciated by
downstream.

Carla’s Team: Carla Hansen, Jan Moldenhauer, Brenda Reese, Curt Reese, zlrir\ﬂ;? r?]téeert]i?]egda(r)]L(;rdinner at Robbins
Joyce Castrop. This was Joyce’s first foray into the world of birdwatching so we . )
had a great start for her. Ten feet down the Wiouwash trail north of West Wind Restaurant Or? May 2. During the_SPC'a' .
Road, yellow warblers flitting around in groups of twos, threes, fives, brilliant in the hour before dinner everyone pa_rt|C|pated In
sunlight. Further down the trail, a life bird for me, spotted by Curt, the lovely and the “scavenger hunt”, trying to find the
distinctive Golden Winged Warbler, and so it continued, 40 birds in two hours, what | answers in all of the quilts on display. After
a start to the day. Across the bridge and down the path, two, no three, no four dinner, Anita shared her enthusiasm for
yellow headed black birds. Who could ever forget that yellow head, looking as if quilting with us and how she decided on the
just dunked in a pail of yellow paint. Next stop west of Oshkosh. By now the wind nature themes for her quilts. Thank you,
is so strong we can hardly stand up and hold on to our binoculars. We brace Anita, for making it a special evening
ourselves against the car and see sandhill cranes, wild turkeys, great egrets, but ’ )
alas, no whooper for us! Down to Rivermoor Road. Eagle, osprey, northern Photos by John Nichols.
harrier, looking, looking, looking and there they were - bluebirds! And then, what’s

The wind is gushing at 150 mph, golf ball sized hail
beats down on the land, the sky is pitch black, no birds in

touching ground. Any thunderstorm can produce a
tornado, there just has to be the right conditions.

that? A night hawk flies by. Look up, seven white pelicans circle overhead. We're
tired, time to head for home. What a fun day of birding.

Thanks to our contributors who made this Birdathon a success: Mike Lizotte,
Jan Scalpone, Louise Coumbe, Jeanne Shiras, Zaiga Freivalds, Richard Hansen,
Kimberly Clark Matching, Dave Moon, Carla Hansen, NSP Hawaii, Joyce Castrop,
Dave and Doris Thomas, Gil and Sharon Roderick, Frank Zuern, Judy and Gary
Jolin, Jerry and Anita Carpenter, Pat Nichols, Karen Syverson, Roger Rose, Don

Meton, Jan Moldenhauer, Brenda and Curt Reese, UWO Credit Union, Al
Ackerman, Terri Schumalten, Susie Gustke, Darryl Sims, P. Hodge, Leanne

Monroe, Kennen Timm, Ted VanDelle, Jaci Mueller.

Here is the list of birds that we saw:

Canada goose
mallard

blue-winged teal
ring-necked pheasant
wild turkey

Am. White pelican
dbl-crested cormorant
cattle egret

great blue heron
great egret

green heron

turkey vulture
American kestrel

bald eagle

Cooper’s hawk
northern harrier
osprey

broad-winged hawk
red-tailed hawk

sora rail

sandhill crane (& chick)
whooping crane
killdeer

Wilson's snipe
woodcock

ring-billed gull

herring gull
Bonaparte’s gull
Caspian tern
common tern

Forester’s tern
common night hawk

ruby-throated hummingbird

belted kingfisher
mourning dove

downy woodpecker
hairy woodpecker
northern flicker
red-bellied woodpecker
eastern phoebe

great crested flycatcher
eastern kingbird

least flycatcher

blue jay

American crow

purple martin

tree swallow

barn swallow
black-capped chickadee
white-breasted nuthatch
house wren

sedge wren

marsh wren

American robin

eastern bluebird

hermit thrush
Swainson'’s thrush
wood thrush

gray catbird

European starling

cedar waxwing
American redstart
black & whitewarbler
golden-winged warbler
common yellowthroat
palm warbler

yellow warbler
magnolia warbler
yellow-rumped warbler
chipping sparrow

song sparrow
white-crowned sparrow
savanna sparrow
northern cardinal
rose-breasted grosbeak
snow bunting

indigo bunting

bobolink

red-winged blackbird
yellow headed blackbird
common grackle
brown-headed cowbird
eastern meadowlark
orchard oriole

northern oriole

house finch

purple finch

American goldfinch
house sparrow

There is still time to make a contribution to the Birdathon. Your donations help
fund important environmental education programs in the community. Send your
donations to Carla Hansen, 4556 Island View Drive, Oshkosh, WI 54901.

— Carla Hansen
" #

The Oshkosh Zoological Society is hosting
its second annual Conservation Carnival on
Friday, July 31 and Saturday, August 1 from
10:00 am - 4:00 pm. Each family will be given a
biodegradable bag containing a conservation
themed children’s book. A native garden will be
planted on the day of the event southwest of the
aviary. Children can make birdfeeders to take
home, play a recycling game, and listen to
stories.

The Fox Valley Area Chapter of Wild Ones
invites Audubon members to join them on a day
trip to visit the Shack where the famous
environmentalist Aldo Leopold and his family
stayed during weekend retreats. They will also
tour the Aldo Leopold Legacy Center which is
an educational and interpretive facility that
embodies the philosophy of one of the nation’s
great thinkers. This building is one of the
“greenest” buildings in the world and the first
ever to be certified “carbon neutral”.

The bus will leave Oshkosh at 7:20 am. The
cost is $18\person for the bus, plus a tour fee of
$10/adult, $4.50/seniors(62+) or children(K-12).
Reservations are due August 1 for this August
22 day trip. Please contact Karen Syverson for
more details or to make your reservation: 920-
987-5587 or ksyve@centurytel.net

sight. Suddenly, the sound of a freight train seems to be
getting closer and closer. That freight train sound is a
tornado—nature’s most violent storm.

When Wisconsinites hear of any chance that there
could be a tornado, we generally panic. Tornados
destroy anything in their path and can do amazing and
unexplainable things. One tornado in Texas was so
powerful that it jabbed a long blade of grass into a
telephone pole, not damaging the grass at all! A tornado
that happened in Broken Bow, Oklahoma, carried a motel
sign about 30 miles and dropped it in Arkansas. They
certainly can be very destructive and highly dangerous.

The most violent storm has a complex formation.
Thunderstorms develop in warm, moist air with help from
eastward moving cold fronts. Thunderstorms such as
these often produce large hail, strong winds and
tornados. Tornados that happen in winter and early
spring are often caused by strong, frontal systems that
form in the central states and move eastward. Large
outbreaks of tornados often occur with this type of
weather pattern.

For certain regions of the U.S., there are different
causes for tornados. In spring in the central plains,
tornados are often caused by thunderstorms which
develop on a “dry line”, which separates warm, moist air
to the east from hot, dry air to the west. These tornados
occur when the dry line moves eastward during the
afternoon hours. Tornados that happen in Wisconsin
usually form during the early stages of fast developing
thunderstorms. A minor thunderstorm can be more
dangerous than you might think. There is an invisible,
horizontal spinning effect in the lower atmosphere in
every thunderstorm before it even develops, caused by a
change in wind direction and an increase in wind speed
and height. Tornados form when rising air within the
thunderstorm updraft tilts the rotating air to a vertical
formation. This tilt causes the spinning effect to rotate in
an area of 2-6 miles which extends through much of the
storm. When this happens, a tornado is at the brink of

Tornados come in three main forms, weak, strong and
violent. 69% of all tornados are weak and cause less
than 5% of all tornado deaths. It can last 1-10+ minutes
and has wind speeds of less than 110 mph. Strong
tornados are 29% of all tornados. They cause about 30%
of all tornado deaths and may last 20 minutes or longer.
Wind speeds in a strong tornado are between 110 and
205 mph. Violent tornados are only 2% of all tornados,
but cause 70% of all tornado deaths and can exceed one
hour. These tornados may have wind speeds greater
than 205 mph.

Tornados can occur anywhere in the United States
and on any continent except Antarctica. Tornados mainly
occur in the south central part of the United States, in a
place we call “tornado alley”, stretching from Texas to
southern Wisconsin. This is where some of the most
violent tornados occur. Oklahoma and Texas are prime
areas for tornados and produce the highest number in the
United States. Though these two states have the most
tornados each year, they usually occur from April through
June.

When conditions are right, tornados could strike. Be
sure to be cautious when there is a tornado watch. If it
leads to a warning, be sure to take shelter immediately in
a basement or cellar, bathroom, closet or a room with no
windows. When in a safe room, cover your head and
body as much as possible. Stay away from telephones,
televisions, and most electronics if there is severe
lightning. When in a vehicle, do not try to out-run a
tornado. Instead, abandon the vehicle and lie flat in a
nearby ditch. Campers and mobile homes, even when
tied down, do not offer safe protection. If possible
abandon the camper or mobile home and find a safe
place.

Even though tornados are natures most violent storm,
the right knowledge and safety will help keep you
unharmed. Have a safe summer.

(Carmen is a seventh grader at Webster Stanley Middle School.)
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Above Photo by Jeannette Merten at Merrill Elem.

Above two photos by Janet Wissink at Merrill Elem.
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Four days in April you could hear laughter, delighted screams, and other joyful
sounds from four elementary schools in Oshkosh. Randy Korb and his traveling
road show of Wisconsin Amphibians appeared at Lincoln, Jefferson, Merrill and
Smith for four hour-long programs at each school. Over 700 children and their
teachers were treated the sights and sounds of salamanders, toads, tree frogs and
true frogs thanks to funding by National Audubon Society, the Hiwela Fund of the
Oshkosh Area Community Foundation and Winnebago Audubon. Your donations at
work.

| was one of the lucky ones who got to see the educational, informative,
interesting and just plain fun that Randy brings to these children.

Randy spreads an oil cloth on the floor. The students sit in a semi circle around
the oil cloth. The program is geared to the grade level of each audience. He begins
by talking about the salamanders, taking “Snappy” out of his container, giving a
water bottle to one of the youngsters who gives Snappy a drink by pouring water on
Snappy’s skin because amphibians drink through their skin. This is one of the
reasons that amphibians are one of the first indicators of polluted waters. They
can't live in toxic water!

He brought out spotted salamanders of various sizes allowing every child, who
wanted the opportunity to hold one, to have that chance: hands open and low to the
floor (just in case one was dropped). Out came the crickets and if you wanted to,
you could hold one out to the salamander and he or she would grab it out of your
fingers!

And so the program continued. Next the tree frogs, then the toads, then the true
frogs. Each time every child who wanted to was able to hold one of the animals and
had the opportunity to feed some of them. Did you know that these animals have
no toenails? He also brought tadpoles in various stages of development to
demonstrate how they grow. The hands on, face to face education was
supplemented by a DVD Randy created showing the animals in their natural habitat.
Out at night, flashlight in one hand video camera in the other, he took pictures of
Wisconsin frogs. We could see the males singing their love song to the females,
throat expanded, sounding wonderful. Did you know that the reproductive cycle of
the frog begins with the male when he sings his love song to the female?

Maybe you've had the pleasure of attending one of our frog programs. Then you
know first hand what a good program this was. Thank you to Janet Wissink and
Dave Moon who helped Randy out on the days | could not be there. Thank you to
Kitz and Pfeil who gave a price break on the latex gloves required by school policy
for each student. Thanks to 4imprint who gave us 100 bean bag frogs as part of
their One by One program. Each classroom received some frogs.

| think the comments made by teachers and students express their enjoyment of
the program.

Left, above and right photos by Carla Hansen
at Lincoln Elementary School.

Randy Korb's program was one of the best school
presentations | have witnessed. He entertained, and
enlightened both child and adult. He utilized all the
elements of an effective lesson, and communicated very
well with the group. I'm attaching a few photos...l have
more that | can send if you are interested.

Thanks so much,
John Kubasta
5th grade teacher
Jefferson Elem.

Left photo by Heather
Meyer at Smith Elementary.

Right photo by Carla Hansen
at Lincoln Elementary.

| want to personally thank everyone who provided this program for our
Jefferson students. | teach kindergarten, and my class thoroughly enjoyed
being able to see the amphibians we have seen in books, "up close and
personal.” Randy's humor and relaxed manner with the kids helped them
see that it is OK to touch these amazing creatures. Some of my students
chose to write about the experience during writers' workshop, (I would send
copies, but they already took these home). | told them | was writing to you,
and they all had different positive comments about the various amphibians,
such as; "I liked touching the frogs,” "I liked Snappy,” "Thank them for
bringing them for us to see,” "l liked the big toad,” "I liked touching the
salamanders,” "l liked feeding the frogs," "l liked the webbed feet.” It was a
rich experience, and | do hope he will visit us again, next year!

Sincerely,
Bonnie Samaritoni, Jefferson Kindergarten

Right photo by John Kubasta at
Jefferson Elementary.

Wow. That was superb to see all of those amphibians. |
had a very enjoyable time with Mr. Korb.

It was a new adventure for me!

| held a bullfrog. Awesome! It was so fun!
| have a craving to say this; it was extreme! | held a

Left photo by Jeannette blue spotted salamander. That is what | call fun!
Merten at Merrill Elementary.
Bottom photo by Janet Wissink Amphlblans rock!

at Merrill Elementary.

This was one of the most rewarding hands-on
experiences our students have had this year. Randy
was calm and encouraging to our students. They loved
the chance to actually hold and touch the animals as
well as see and hear the videos of frogs in their habitat.
| was impressed with the way Randy could teach
concepts of respecting nature and animal behaviors in
such a simple, yet powerful presentation. | would love
to have him come every couple of years!

The program was wonderful and engaging! It was very
age appropriate and a great hands on learning
experience. It was especially neat that all the
amphibians we got to experience are native to
Wisconsin !



