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Saturday, July 30    8:00 am—11:00 am 
 

Directions:  Just east of Omro on State Rd. 21 (at skydiving 
school) take Rivermoor Road north. At about 3 miles, turn 
right onto Shubert Rd. and follow to parking area. 
 

     Join Winnebago Audubon for a tour of Terrell’s Island 
on July 30th.  We will start our tour at 8 a.m. and will finish 
by 11 a.m.  Wear appropriate clothing for this adventure.  It 
is recommended that you wear long pants and bring along 
a long sleeved shirt because of the mosquitoes.  Also, 
wear shoes that you don’t mind getting wet and/or dirty.  
I’ve been informed that there are ‘tons’ of pelicans inside 
the breakwall on Terrell’s Island as well as many other 
birds attracted to the habitat available there.  Following is a 
brief description of what the Butte des Morts Conservation 
Club has done to preserve and expand this important 
habitat.  For lots more information on the birds of this area 
visit the club’s website at www.bdmcc.org/Terrells.htm 
 

From the BDMCC Website:   
     In 1998, the Butte des Morts Conservation Club, with 
the assistance of public contributions, and Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resource grant programs, 
purchased 1183 acres of this habitat known as Terrell's 
Island and placed it in 'public trust' for perpetuity. In 2010 
we added 18 acres bringing the total acreage of Terrell's 
Island to 1201. 
     This wetland area has all of the basic ingredients 
necessary to rebuild and restore a healthy and productive 
wildlife habitat and spawning grounds for a vast variety of 
marine life. The long term commitment by the Butte des 
Morts Conservation Club to Conserve, Preserve,and 
Restore the habitat of Terrell's Island is the primary focus 
of the club's efforts on Lake Butte des Morts.  
     In March of 2008 the Butte des Morts Conservation 

Club, together with the WDNR, 
built several nesting islands on 
Lake Butte des Morts that 
successfully attracted eleven 
nesting pairs of the State 
Endangered Common Tern. 
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July 30:     Explore Terrell’s Island with members 
Sat.��������� of Butte des Morts Conservation Club to see 

their restoration efforts (and pelicans!).  
                 8:00-11:00 am. �
                                          

Aug. 21:     Bird by Bike.   Neenah-Menasha area.�
Sun.�������� Watch for details to come. 1:30 pm. 

                                          

Aug. 27:    Visit our booth at the Oshkosh 
Sat.��������� Farmer’s Market. Display will feature 

Monarch butterflies—life cycle, migration and 
tagging. 8:00 am-12:30 pm 

                                          

Sept. 3:      Monarch Tagging.   Learn about their�
Sat.��������� amazing migration and tag them for research. 

1:00 pm. Green Lake area. (Raindate: Sep. 4) 
 

Sept. 11:   Prairie Walk on the Wiouwash.  
Sun.          Join Anita Carpenter and Tom Underwood for 

a walk on the trail. Learn about the plants and 
critters of the native prairie remnants. 

                 1:30 pm.  
 

Sept. 25:    Get to Know Mushrooms 
Sun.         Dr. Steve Bentivenga, UWO Mycologist, will 

give an indoor presentation followed by a 
walk through South Woods in Ripon. 1:30 pm.                 

Sept. 29:    Film/discussion on Green Fire: Aldo 
Thurs.        Leopold and the Land Ethic in the 21st 

Century  with Shannon Davis-Foust, Lecturer, 
Environmental Studies, UWO. 6:30 pm. 
Oshkosh Senior Center. 

 

Oct. 22:      Work Party on the Wiouwash Trail.  
Sat.           North of Maxwell Rd. 10-Noon. 
 

Nov. 17:     Restoration and Management of Eastern 
Thurs.        Prairie Fringed Orchid  of Uihlein WPA with 
                 Jim Lutes, USFWS.  Evergreen Retirement 
                 Community,  6:30 pm. 
 

For more details and directions, check out our website 
for information as it becomes available: 
www.winaudubon.org or 
contact Janet at 920-589-2602 or wiss@centurytel.net. 
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      In March, I had the opportunity to view the movie, “Green Fire: Aldo 
Leopold and the Land Ethic in the  21st Century”, which tells and shows 
the story of Aldo Leopold and his journey into becoming one of the best 
known conservationists and environmental figures in our history. The 
movie, in my opinion, was amazing; great photos, great stories and great 
facts.  
      For those of you who may not be as familiar with Aldo Leopold, he was 
a conservationist in the early to mid nineteen hundreds. He was a 
professor at the University of Wisconsin Madison in his day and is well 
known for the publishing of his book, “The Sand County Almanac”. He was 
a conservationist, an environmentalist and a forester, contributing to all 
states in the US, from New Mexico (where he met his wife), to Wisconsin, 
where he eventually settled down with his family. 
      While I was watching the movie, I was amazed at all of Leopold’s 
accomplishments before his passing, such as graduating from the Yale 
Forest School in 1909 and starting a growing career in the U.S. Forest 
Service in Arizona and New Mexico. Not only was he promoted to a high 
position in that service, he also wrote a well known book and became a 
professor. Though these accomplishments had me inspired and in awe, 
perhaps the thing that touched me most about Mr. Leopold’s story was that 
he had bought a cabin around Baraboo, Wisconsin with his wife and kids. 
They did not live there, but nearly every weekend, he would take his family 
to the cabin and for the first couple years of ownership, the whole family 
would help to restore the old, small building and clean up the land around 
it. This touched me personally because when I was in third grade, my 
family bought a piece of land in the country, halfway between Oshkosh and 
Fond du Lac. Every weekend, my family and I would go to our “cabin” (as 
we called it), and we’d fix up the house and clean the yard. Like the 
Leopold’s, it was a family memory that will never leave my heart. 
      Aldo Leopold educated his children about the land around them and 
how it should be cherished and protected. After his passing, one of his 
daughters, Nina Leopold Bradley, followed in his footsteps and educated 
the public about her outstanding father and her childhood growing up with 
him. The Leopold “shack” is viewed by the public year after year and Mr. 
Leopold’s remarkable journey and accomplishments are revived each time. 
The Aldo Leopold Foundation Legacy Center is located in Baraboo, 
Wisconsin, near the family’s cabin and reserve. 
     Perhaps the natural experience that really moved Aldo Leopold was his 
encounter with a timber wolf during his time in the Southwestern United 
States: 
 

     “We reached the old wolf in time to watch the fierce green fire dying in 
her eyes. I realized then, and have known ever since, that there was 
something new to me in those eyes – something known only to her and to 
the mountain.” 
 

   -Aldo Leopold, “Thinking Like a Mountain”, from the Sand County Almanac 
 

      I have not yet had an experience in nature that has moved me as much 
as the wolf did Aldo Leopold. But since my viewing of the movie, I’ve 
realized that every time I go outside, whether it be to just get the mail or for 
a long bike ride to the river, that I will enjoy every minute. The natural 
experience that could move me, could just be right around the corner. And 
so, I challenge you to soak up every moment that you are in the great 
outdoors, like Mr. Leopold had, and cherish it just as much. You might 
have already had your experience, but to have another one could change 
your life. In times like these, nature should be our escape.  
 
Carmen will be a freshman at Oshkosh North High School this fall. 
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     Would you like to be the catalyst to 
give an adventure to children in grades 
3 to 5? Let Audubon Adventures help! 
     Audubon Adventures is a unique 
program that connects children with 
nature, teachers with tools, and 
interested parties with the opportunity to 
foster the love of nature in our youth. 
This year's theme is “Feathers, Fur, Fins 
and You!” 
     The Nat i onal  Env i ronm enta l 
Education Training Foundation named 
Audubon Adventures one of the top 10 
projects for K-12 classrooms. Our local 
chapter is a sponsor in Oshkosh area 
schools to this nationally acclaimed, 
award-winning environmental education 
program based in science and the 
language arts. Audubon Adventures 
makes learning fun and brings science 
and nature to life for children. It is filled 
with great resources for students and 
teachers to use in the study of nature.  
     If you wish to accept our invitation to 
take part in this outstanding educational 
program, please contact Dana Hartel at 
danahartel@yahoo.com or at 920-410-
7659. If you are a teacher who would 
like to sign up your class, provide your 
name, the school's name and address, 
the grade, and your phone number and 
e-mail address. If you would like to 
become a sponsor, provide your name 
and contact information, and sponsor a 
classroom for only $46.00. 
 

Teacher testimonials: 
 

“Topics go so nicely with our 
instructional goals.” 

 

“Class discussions are enhanced.” 
 

“Invaluable.” 
 

“Fosters a respect for the environment.” 
 

“Well-balanced for different 
learning styles.” 

 
 

Sponsorship opportunity! 



�

 !�"� ��#�$���
 

     Although I like snakes, I never undertake specific 
forays to find them. However, when one slithers across my 
path, I pause to study it. Two memorable unexpected 
encounters occurred this spring. 
     It’s March in the Florida Everglades and I’m hiking with 
biology students along Snake Bight Trail through tropical 
hardwood hammock. We see the usual things including 
gumbo limbo trees, zebra butterflies, barbed-wire cactus, 
yellow nickerbean and lizard’s tail flowers. 
     Then, there it is, stretched out and sunning itself beside 
the trail—a four foot long, baseball-diameter eastern 
diamondback rattlesnake, Crotalus adamenteus. I never 
saw one before but I know instantly what it is. It’s 
chocolate brown diamonds, each outlined by a row of 
yellow scales, are 
as vivid as can be. 
This is one stunning 
individual. I wonder 
if the snake has just 
molted. I notice its 
flat, triangular head 
with its beautifully 
s t r i p e d , 
c a m o u f l a g e d 
pattern and black 
beady eyes. On the 
other end, I count 
15 tan rattles. 
     We are all excited to see this snake. One student, 
attempting to get a better photograph, approaches a bit 
too closely and the snake rattles. What a loud, hollow, dry 
sound which is sure to grab anyone’s attention. It did 
our’s. Almost instantly and with little effort, the snake coils 
up facing us. I never saw so many students gasp and 
retreat so quickly. A good lesson learned. Later, I’m 
surprised to learn what a restricted range this species 
inhabits—just along the coast of North Carolina over to 
Mississippi and including all of Florida. I consider 
ourselves lucky to see one. It actually was the highlight of 

this year’s spring biology trip for me. 
     It’s early May in Wisconsin at Wyalusing State Park 
along the Mississippi River. My fellow birdwatchers and I 
are standing on a bluff-top overlook constructed of 
limestone blocks enjoying the view. One person notices a 
snake poking out about four inches from the limestone 
blocks. We pause to watch and over the next 15 minutes, 
a black, four-foot long snake slowly emerges and hesitantly 
slithers down onto the ground. Yes, that was nice! 
     The day is warm and sunny. From the overlook we look 
down upon tree tops and the backs of soaring turkey 
vultures. Then someone discovers a heavy-bodied six foot 
black snake sunning itself on a horizontal branch. Then we 
find another snake and another, each coiled and looped, 
as snakes do, resting on tree branches. Then it occurs to 
me, we’re probably standing on a hibernaculum, a place 
where snake overwinter. Since today was the second 
consecutive really warm day (89°) in a prolonged cool 
spring, the snakes are emerging. How lucky we are to 
witness this. I want to stay and watch, but, alas, I hear the 
familiar and all-too-frequent call, “Anita, we’ve got to go!” 
     These were black rat snakes, Elaphe obsoleta 
obsoleta, a rare Wisconsin snake restricted to moist, 
wooded, north and east-facing bluffs and slopes along the 
Mississippi and lower Wisconsin rivers. These snakes live 
in trees. I did not realize that we had tree-dwelling snakes 
in Wisconsin. Now, besides looking down for snakes, I’ll 
have to look up when in the appropriate habitat. Again, I 
feel incredibly lucky to have been in the right place at the 
right time to have witnessed these snakes. I can now add 
another check-mark to my short but growing snake life list. 
     P.S. For those who think Snake Bight Trail is the 
appropriate name for a trail where poisonous snakes, 
including Florida cottonmouths reside, snake bight has an 
entirely different meaning. Bight means bay as in body of 
water. This trail leads to Snake Bight which is a large, 
shallow bay within Florida Bay. As for the chance 
encounter with this rattlesnake, the ranger tells us she 
never sends anyone who is looking for snakes along this 
trail because no one ever sees any. I guess they should 
come with us! 
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Eastern Diamondback Rattlesnake.  
Photo from Wikipedia. 

     April 16, 2011 was a cold, wet Saturday for the Annual 
Midwest Crane Count.  Dedicated counters from 
Winnebago County arrived at their designated sites at the 
appropriate starting time but the weather deterred some of 
us from remaining there the entire time.  Many of us that 
stayed the entire two hours remained in our vehicles to 
avoid the rain and sleet.  The sandhill cranes must have 
agreed with our decision to remain secluded and dry as 
many of the counters neither saw nor heard any sandhill 
crane activity.  However, sites 3 and 42, located in 
northwestern Winnebago County, north of the Wolf River 
had remarkable activity as shared here by counters Jerry 

Rickman and Bob Crowley from Neenah.   
     Bob said it best…” We drove to the East end of Schmidt 
Ln. and parked the car about 5:25 a.m..  There was a slight 
rain but no sleet yet.  We took some time to look around 
and get into our foul-weather (also fowl-weather) gear and 
headed off on foot.  Jerry and I walked East on the levee 
about one quarter mile or maybe a little bit further.  From 
the levee to the North, we heard what we thought to be 
many tens if not hundreds of sandhill cranes along with 
geese and ducks calls.  Things were really cooking in the 
marsh before the sun was rising.   As the light improved, we 

(continued on page 7)  
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     Winnebago Audubon Society presented the Katherine D. Rill 
Environmental Award to Dr. Quintin Metzig on April 9, 2011 at our 
annual spring banquet. Society members, friends and family honored 
Dr. Metzig for his lifetime achievements in the area of environmental 
stewardship and commitment to instilling his love for the natural world 
in his family and anyone with whom he comes in contact. He was 
nominated for the award by a number of people who know of his work 
and enthusiasm for preservation and restoration of land to return it to 
viable habitat for wildlife. He has been enthusiastic in sharing this work 
with his family. 

     As a local practicing veterinarian in the area for nearly 50 years, Dr. 
Metzig spent most of his days driving through the countryside 
attending to sick farm animals. He took his profession very seriously as 
he did his love of nature. He became passionate about preserving 
wetlands and upland habitat. 
     Over his lifetime Dr. Metzig not only reclaimed and maintained the 
existing wetlands, he created new ones on his 300 acre farm. He 
created natural habitat for a variety of wildlife, including the 
establishment of prairie grasslands, wetlands, and planting tens of 
thousands of conifers and mixed deciduous trees. His projects 
included upland habitat development, creating large and small ponds, 
and stream bank protection along the Rat River. In the 1960s he sold 
1,000 acres to the State to be used as a preserve in the Wolf River 
Wildlife Area. Over the years he has also worked with the DNR and 
planted according to their recommendations. He spent every free hour 
maintaining and improving the land and habitat. At 94 he has not 
stopped and his two sons enjoy carrying on the tradition. This spring 
he will supervise his family in the planting of another 3,000 trees. 
     In all that he has done, he has taught multiple future generations 
the importance of preserving nature. The Winnebago Audubon Board 
of Director’s determined that the award would be a fitting honor to Dr. 
Quintin Metzig’s lifelong dedication to making our world a better place 
for generations to come. 
     The Katherine D. Rill Environmental Award is named in memory of 
Winnebago Audubon founding chapter member Katherine D. Rill, who 
dedicated her time, skills and efforts to preserve and restore wildlife, 
conserve birds, engage in citizen science, and educate others about 
natural systems.  
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     The Winnebago Audubon Society Board of 
Directors honored two of our longtime 
members with a special Member Recognition 
Award at our annual Spring Banquet on April 
9, 2011 for their dedicated service and 
support of the principles of environmental 
stewardship and conservation. 
     Jan Moldenhauer has passionately 
supported efforts to protect and improve the 
environment in our area for decades. She 
grew up in Milwaukee and graduated from 
college in Illinois.  After a lifetime of teaching, 
she finished her career at UWO where she 
inspired her students to care for the 
environment. Always active in sports, she still 
swims and plays tennis. Every summer she 
teaches sailing at a camp in Canada. She has 
been an active member of Winnebago 
Audubon, having served on its Board of 
Directors for many years, and participating in 
its activities, raising money to support 
environmental activity and education in the 
community.  Her willingness to help out has 
been invaluable to the group.  She also has 
been involved with other organizations in the 
area.  Moldenhauer received an award from 
Sierra Club for her active participation in the 
club.  She participates in taking water 
samples of local waterways for studies 
conducted by Trout Unlimited. She holds 
strong beliefs on the rights of citizens to 
expect the environment to be protected. 
Writing letters to the editor and politicians, 
speaking at citizen input hearings and 
traveling to Madison to speak to our 
legislature, are all part of her everyday efforts.  

(Continued on page 5) 

     Pat Nichols (right), Winnebago Audubon Society Director, introduced Dr. 
Quintin Metzig (left) at our Spring Banquet as this year’s recipient of the 
Katherine D. Rill Environmental Award. Janet Wissink (center), WAS 
President, presents Dr. Metzig with a plaque. 

     Jan Moldenhauer (left) was introduced by Carla 
Hansen (right), WAS Treasurer, at our Spring 
Banquet as one of two members to receive Special 
Member Recognition Awards.  
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E-mail Janet: wiss@centurytel.net 

Or call: 920-589-2602 
 

    or check out:   www.winaudubon.org  
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     April is Amphibian Month in Oshkosh schools.  It is the month that Randy Korb 
brings his fabulous frogs, toads and salamanders to the delight of students, 
teachers and administrators into the Oshkosh Schools. 
     Where else could you feed a live cricket to a live salamander?  Or a live worm 
to a live toad.  Where else could you hear the love song of the gray tree frog?  
     Thanks to grants from the Hiwela Fund of the Oshkosh Area Community 
Foundation and National Audubon through the Wisconsin Audubon Council and 
contributions from the Women’s Fellowship at the First Congregational Church 
and Provident Financial Consultants, this program was enjoyed by more than 800 
students. 
     All the amphibians are native to Wisconsin.  They bring with them the lessons 
of their importance to the environment and the environment’s importance to them.  
Amphibians have no scales, no toenails.  They absorb water through their skin.  
What better indicator of good water than healthy amphibians. 
     Randy Korb, naturalist and Together Green Hero, returned for his fourth year in 
Oshkosh Schools thanks to the sponsors and Winnebago Audubon Society.  
Children at Lakeview, Green Meadow, Roosevelt and Art for Kids enjoyed 
touching, holding  and feeding the frogs, toads and salamanders.  These are 
animals they might see in their back yard or in their local parks.  
     Randy and his amphibians also appeared in February at St. Frances Cabrini 

and Grace Lutheran Schools and led a 
Frog Night Hike for Winnebago 
Audubon in May.  Not only did families 
get to meet the frogs, salamanders and 
toads up close, they then went out to 
the marshes and heard and looked for 
them in their natural habitat.  Thanks to 
Randy for bringing this delightful and 
educational program to our community 
and thanks to Winnebago Audubon 
Society for making it all possible. 
     Editor’s Note: And a big thank you 
to Carla Hansen for coordinating! 

Top: Ken Kongfuty with a bull frog. 
Above: Erin Connors. Right: Alexis 
Duprey gets a close look at a salaman-
der. All photos taken by Carla Hansen at 
Roosevelt School. 

(Continued from page 4) 

     The other outstanding member being recognized is Jan 
Scalpone, who served as a Winnebago Audubon Board of 
Director for many years. Scalpone has brought important 
information and data to the attention of the Board regarding 
environmental rules and regulations, and potential developments 
that could affect the environment in our region. She worked for 
many years for the East Central Wisconsin Planning Commission 
where she was focused on regional planning issues. Many of the 
developments that have occurred throughout the Winnebago/Fox 
River region have been studied by her. She also worked on 
environmental issues in her work with the Oshkosh League of 
Women Voters, where she helped bring data to that group’s 
deliberative process of developing positions on environmental 
issues of the day. As a member of the Oshkosh Sustainability 
Advisory Board, she contributes to the discussion of what the City 
of Oshkosh can do to be a more sustainable community. 
Scalpone has carried with her the principles of scientific inquiry 
and developing data to help decision makers make the best 
choices when facing environmental questions. She has been the 
voice for support of environmental integrity. 
     Always willing to help, always supportive, both Jan 
Moldenhauer and Jan Scalpone, have been valuable members of 
Winnebago Audubon and our community. They highly deserve 
the chapter’s recognition and thanks. 

Looking down on the nest of a red-winged blackbird in 
the cattails on Rush Lake during our paddle on May 28. 
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     The road to recovery has not been an easy one for 
these two previously endangered raptors. With the 
assistance of concerned citizens, conservation groups, 
private companies, as well as state and federal agencies 
there has been a dramatic rebound for both the bald eagle 
and the osprey.  Preserving and protecting habitat, 
changes in land use, enacting legislation, and erecting 
nesting platforms have all been important steps in this 
amazing story. 
     It was the use of chemicals such as Dichloro Diphenyl 
Trichloroethane (DDT), an organochlorine based 
insecticide, that proved to be a big part of the bird’s 
demise throughout Wisconsin, as well as the United 
States.  DDT was first widely used to help control the 
vectors (mosquitoes) of disease such as typhus and 
malaria during World War II.  In early 1950’s the use of 
DDT was wide spread, spray trucks driving through 
neighborhoods, and on beaches was common.  However 
not everyone was convinced that its use was for the 
greater good. In 1962 Rachel Carson’s book “Silent 
Spring” brought to light the ill effects of the chemical on 

wildlife, primarily birds. After further research it was also 
determined to be a carcinogen in humans and in 1972 
DDT was finally banned in the US.  However, its 
disastrous effect on eagles and ospreys had already taken 
its toll.  Because of bio-accumulation in the adults, the egg 
shells were much thinner then normal, and the weight of 
the incubating adult, would crush the eggs. Another 
commonly used chemical, Polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB), 
was commercially used in many ways.  As with DDT, 
PCB’s proved to be detrimental to the health and 
development of eagles and osprey, and was eventually 
banned in 1979. With the banning of these and other 
harmful material, eagles and osprey have had dramatic 
increases in their success rates for nesting, and thus an 
increase in their population.   
     In continuing efforts to monitor the recovery, an aerial 
survey is conducted every spring and early summer by the 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR). For 

each species we conduct two flights. For eagles, we fly in 
April, while the adults are incubating, to determine how 
many “occupied” territories we have. Occupied means: a 
repaired nest (fresh lining), a nest cup, an egg, an eaglet 
in the nest, and/or one or two adults near a repaired nest. 
In mid-May, we re-survey the nests which were found to 
be occupied, to determine the success rate of the nesting 
birds.  Osprey typically arrive a little later then eagles, but 
the process is much the same with the two flights being in 
May and June, to correspond with their nesting seasons.  
When Wisconsin started the aerial survey in the 1960’s, it 
was done by a DNR pilot and Wildlife Management staff 
with a road map in hand. They would find the nearest road 
or landmark, and mark the map where they estimated the 
nest to be. At the time there were approximately 417 
nesting pairs of bald eagles in the lower 48 states, with 
148 between Michigan, Wisconsin, and Minnesota. Today, 
thanks to advances in technology, we have use of Global 
Positioning Systems (GPS). With great accuracy, we 
record the location of the nest, and return to the same spot 
with as little disturbance as possible.  Current estimates 
have the national total for the lower 48 to be over 10,000 
pairs, and over 1,250 in Wisconsin.  For the 2011 survey 
we found 137 nesting eagle pairs in Northeast Wisconsin, 
113 successfully hatched their eggs producing 145 young. 
The success rate for the nests counted was 80%. In 
Winnebago County, 8 of 9 nests were successful, 
producing 14 eaglets. For ospreys the estimates are nearly 
19,000 nesting pairs in the lower 48 states, and nearly 500 
occupied nests in the state, 126 in Northeast Wisconsin, 
107 successfully producing 153 young.  
     In the early 1990’s it was evident that the local 
populations of eagles near Lake Michigan and Green Bay 
were not recovering as rapidly as in other parts of the 
state.  With only five known occupied territories in the Lake 
Michigan/Green Bay area it was evident that something 
was still impacting their productivity. WDNR Science 
Services, the research branch of the department, 
conducted a project sampling blood and feathers of 
eaglets for contaminants such as DDT and DDE, as well 
as PCB’s, mercury, and lead.  It was believed the 
contamination was still present in the waters, and from 
1991-2002 the WDNR found the nests within five miles of 
the Lake Michigan/Green Bay shore lines to be the most 
exposed, and the reduced reproductive performance was 
related to this exposure.  In the years since the study, 
recovery has been rapidly increasing and there are now 
over 30 occupied territories within the same area that was 
sampled in the 1990’s.  With this level of success, 
beginning in the 2011 nesting season, the WDNR is 
planning to revisit the Lake Michigan/Green Bay and Fox 
River area to again take blood and feather samples from 
the eaglets. Results from the sampling are expected back 
this fall some time, and will shed further light on the quick 
recovery of the bald eagle in this area. 
 

Stephen P. Easterly 
Wildlife Technician 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
 

Editor’s Note:  Winnebago Audubon donated $500.00 to 
support the WNDR bald eagle/osprey surveys in 2011. 
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This pair of eaglets in Winnebago County were not too 
happy with the “intruder” who tagged them. 
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     June 16th was the ultimate thrill for a bird nut like me 
when I was invited to observe the banding of the two new 
peregrine falcons that hatched atop Gruenhagen 
Conference Center this Spring.  A small group of interested 
observers and press waited patiently in one of the lounges at 
GCC while the baby birds were gathered into a dog crate 
from their nest box and carried inside for the process of 
being banded.  Just getting the infants into the carrier 
required wearing safety goggles and leather gloves to 
prevent injury to the biologist in charge.  The process of 
banding included putting bands on both legs and drawing a 
blood sample for DNA testing.  While we watched the 
process, we could see the two adults circling the building 
outside looking for their offspring.   
     The young birds were officially named that morning 
based on a naming contest and voting done at UW 
Oshkosh.  The larger female, Titan, and smaller male, 
Millennium, were not too happy with being away from the 
nest box, but after individually being removed from the crate, 
turned upside down on a table and having a towel put across 
their faces, they calmed right down.  Dawn Detlaff, university 
staff, helped out by holding the bird’s feet together so that 
they couldn’t move while a band was crimped onto each leg.  
Then the call for volunteers to help out with the blood draw 
gave me the opportunity to be a part of this exciting venture.  
I was shown how to carefully hold down one wing while 
gently applying restriction to the bird’s breast.  This kept the 
bird from moving while blood was drawn from her prominent 
vein on the wing.  I was surprised by the warmth of the bird – 
their body temperature is considerably higher than humans – 
and the fleas running around under the feathers.  I helped 
out with Titan, and my friend Bettie Harriman, from the 

Oshkosh Bird Club, volunteered to do 
the same with Millennium.   
     The adult parents, Deborah and 
Hondo, took up residence atop 
Gruenhagen Conference Center in 
January where a nest box had been 
installed when it was clear that a 
peregrine was frequenting the area.  
A live camera chronicled the progress 
of the pair, with pictures taken every 
minute.  I checked out the website 
once a day and reviewed activities 
from March through July.  Deborah 
laid 3 eggs and sat on them through late snow storms while 
Hondo kept her fed.  Finally on May 24th two eggs hatched.  
The baby birds were covered with snow-white down feathers 
and grew quickly.  They were almost a month old when the 
banding took place, and by July 4th, they were pretty much 
on their own, fully feathered and looking like adults. 
     Peregrines are a top predator which means that the 
pesticide DDT was highly concentrated once they ate at the 
top of the food chain.  This concentration resulted in thin 
eggshells which couldn’t withstand brooding.  Since DDT 
was banned and artificial nest boxes have been installed on 
urban buildings, the birds have been increasing and doing 
well.  UW Oshkosh is hoping that the pair will be back next 
year producing more peregrines to help boost the 
population.   
 

     Postscript:  A sad note.  We just heard that the young 
female peregrine has died.  She was found and given to a 
rehabilitator who administered fluids because of dehydration, 
but she was unable to recover and had to be put down.  We 
will keep you posted on any future developments that we 
become aware of regarding the rest of the family.              
(The photo is of one of the juveniles.) 

(Continued from page 3) 
could see hundreds of geese on the water about two hun-
dred yards or so to the North. We could make what seemed 
to be silhouettes of what could be cranes but we were not 
sure yet.   Since we were on the levee, we were above the 
marsh and had a good viewing vantage point with very little 
vegetation obstructing our line of sight but the light was still 
very low. 
     Jerry and I continued to hear many crane calls in the dis-
tance and began to see ducks and geese flying in small 
groups and pairs.  Some were within fifty yards.  All the ac-
tion was to the North of us.  At one point, I'll estimate about 
6:00 a.m., we heard an enormous amount of crane calls 
which lasted about two minutes.  We both thought that we 
may be in store for a real treat.   
     The show began about 6:10 a.m. with again a tremen-
dous amount of crane calls.  We actually counted a group of 
45 to 50 cranes at first but that was small in comparison to 
what was next. We saw and heard the horizon to the North 
erupt with multiple flocks of an estimated 150 to 250 
cranes.  We had the binoculars and the light was improved 
so we have no question that the birds were all cranes not 
geese or ducks.  The sound was incredible.  The show was 
all over in about ten minutes at around 6:20 a.m. when the 
many flocks flew out of sight. 
     Most of the cranes flew to the East and South.  Some 

flew away from us to the North.  Very few cranes flew to the 
West.  We had good looks at the cranes.  Some flew within 
100 yards of us. Jerry and I estimate that we saw between 
500 and 750 cranes but it was impossible to count them 
with any precision.  We are trying to be conservative in our 
estimate.  The northern horizon was filled with cranes from 
10 o'clock to 3 o'clock on the compass so to speak.  The 
sky was filled with many layers of cranes.   
     We remained at the same location for another fifteen 
minutes or so.  We saw a few more cranes in the air as we 
began walking back to the car but it was nothing like the big 
show.  The sleet was getting harder and we wanted to ob-
serve the farm fields to see if we could spot any cranes.”   
     Nothing I can share from my counting experience can 
compare to Bob and Jerry’s experience.  There were 35 of 
the original 45 Winnebago County sites counted.  We had 
67 counters out in the field.  One of the counters was on 
what we hope becomes a new counting site in northeast 
Winnebago County near the WILD Center on Butte Des 
Morts Beach Road.  Not including the 500 recorded by Bob 
and Jerry on sites 3 and 42, we observed 158 sandhill 
cranes in Winnebago County on that cold, wet Saturday 
morning.  I look forward to working with all my counters and 
hopefully some newcomers next year.  Evelyn Meuret, Win-
nebago County Coordinator, Annual Midwest Sandhill 
Crane Count. 
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AUDUBON SOCIETY 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

�

��� � ���Chapter Only Membership:  Your $20.00 stays in  
our chapter and you receive the Winnebago Audubon 
chapter newsletter and all chapter benefits. Make 
$20.00 check payable to Winnebago Audubon . 
     

           OR 
�

� ���National Audubon Membership:  Your $20.00 
includes  chapter membership and all chapter 
benefits, PLUS Audubon magazine and all national 
benefits. Make $20.00 check payable to National 
Audubon Society. 
�

� ���I do not wish to receive solicitations from National 
Audubon Society. 
�
Name:   
�
Address: 
�
City/State/Zip: 
������������������������������������������� Chapter Code: �<==867= �
Mail this form with payment to: 
Pat Nichols, Membership, PO Box 184, Oshkosh, WI 54903 
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������%&.)�)�#:��5�:2� Please notify us if you will be temporarily 
away.  The post office will not forward your newsletter. If your newsletter is returned to us, we 
remove you from our mailing list.  Please contact Pat Nichols at jvnichols@earthlink or 920-
426-0261 with any questions. 
 

)�!�5�# ��� Your mailing label includes your membership expiration date above your 
name.  If you are a “Chapter Only” member the word CHAPTER will appear after the 
expiration date.  Please renew your chapter membership by filling out the application form 
below. Thank you for helping us save on the cost of renewal reminders. 
     If you are a member of National Audubon, NATL will appear after the expiration date. You 
will receive renewal notices from National or you may renew by using the form below. 
          If you are receiving a complimentary newsletter, COMP will appear with an expiration 
date. Please consider joining our chapter by using the application below. 
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If you joined National Audubon, you are a member of our local 
chapter, Winnebago Audubon.  We invite you to participate in our 
activities to make the most of your membership. We are a group 

of like-minded individuals interested in the natural world. Our 
activities are offered to educate the public and our members and 

engage people in citizen science. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are new members of National or the Chapter and haven’t 
seen your name here in the last couple of months, please contact 

 

     Pat Nichols, VP, Membership Chair 
    (email me at: jvnichols@earthlink.net) 

Robert Beckstrom 
Ken Boeck 
Robert Casse 
Michael Cooney 
Jeanne Fay 
Nancy Flanagan 
Sharon Gallagher 
Jeanne Gay 
Audrey Gorwitz 
Arlys Kumbier 
Linda Kutchenriter 
Steve Labus 

Bob Lane 
Patricia Larie 
Ann & Brad Larson 
Mary Marhefke 
Sylvia McDonald 
Joan & Peter 
     Mosling 
J Mueller 
Renee Newby 
James Patch 
Pupeter-Troiber 
     Family 

Janet Pulver 
Dona Rager 
Conrad Romtala 
Eric Sawicki 
Dennis Schlaak 
Tammi Shaffer 
Samantha Teal 
Teresa Vnuk 
Mary Voss 
Dennis Wiese 
Jared Wagner 
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