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Saturday, March 26 9:30 am—11:30 am

James P. Coughlin Center, Room A, 625 E. County Road Y
Hosted jointly by Winnebago Audubon and Wild Ones Fox Valley Area

Dave Misterek will demonstrate just how easy it is to convert
household food items such as fruit and vegetable trimmings, coffee
grounds and other kitchen wastes along with yard wastes such as
leaves and grass clippings into a valuable soil conditioner for your
garden, flower bed or yard.

Dave is a member of Winnebago Audubon and has worked for the
Wisconsin DNR for 37 years as a Waste Management Specialist and
Recycling Specialist. Through training as a Master Composter he is
aware of the importance of recycling organics such as yard waste and
food wastes into rich compost rather than filling up our landfills with
organic materials.

No fee or registration is necessary. No need to bring binoculars,
boots, gloves or shovels. Just come and enjoy a pleasant morning of
composting.

Saturday, April 9

Please join us for a relaxing evening with Audubon
friends that will include a Silent Auction, dinner, the
presentation of the Katherine D. Rill Environmental Award
and a terrific program about Bluebirds. Please see page 3 for
the reservation form and send it in today. Space is limited.

Kent D. Hall, Ph.D, aka Dr. Bluebird, will have a PowerPoint presentation
with colorful slides to highlight the different nest box species. We will learn
about nest box styles that attract bluebirds, tree swallows, chickadees, and
wrens and where and how to place them for success in our own yards.

Dr. Hall has coordinated the Audubon Bluebird Trail (ABT) in central
Wisconsin since its inception 9 years ago. During that time, it has been
recognized as the top trail in the nation by the North American Bluebird
Society and has been the largest and most productive trail in Wisconsin for
the past two years. During its 9-year history, the ABT has produced 32,000
songbirds, 25,000 of which were bluebirds.

Check out the website for details as
they become available and in future
newsletters.

More events are being planned for the
summer months.

Silent Auction Items needed for

If you would like to
donate something to the silent
auction at our Spring Banquet,
please contact Janet at
wiss@centurytel.net
or 920-589-2602.




The Annual Midwest Crane Count is set to take place on Saturday, April
16, 2011 from 5:30 — 7:30 a.m. The Winnebago County orientation meeting
is going to be held on Wednesday, April 6, 2011 at the Oshkosh Public
Library starting at 6:30 p.m. Attendees will be able to secure a count site
from those remaining, review a video about sandhill cranes and their calls
and ask questions of Winnebago Audubon directors and past crane counters.
Maps and a limited number of forms will be provided at the orientation. We
are asking that you print the forms for yourself, if you can. You can access
www.cranecount.org. Under Learn More, select Counter Information. There
are many helpful links here for crane counters. You will need to print out
both pages of the Data Sheet and the Instructions in the Field may be helpful
to have with you also.

In 2010, Winnebago County counted on 37 of its 45 sites. There were 78
observers that counted a total of 1,099 sandhill cranes of which there were
94 pairs. There were a total of 11,751 cranes counted in the Midwest;
10,892 were counted in Wisconsin. Wisconsin Counters Rock! You can
watch the Annual Midwest Crane Count video by accessing www.youtube.
com/user/ICFCraneTube. You will hear the unison call that is unique to a
breeding pair of sandhill cranes. Winnebago Audubon will also be playing
this video at the orientation.

If you are a “morning person” and interested in your environment, nature,
birds, wildlife, sunrises, good company or just overall peaceful encounters,
please join us for the Annual Midwest Crane Count on Saturday, April 16.
We also look forward to seeing you at the orientation meeting on April 6. For
more info contact Evelyn Meuret, Winnebago County Coordinator, at
Evelynmeuret57@att.net or 920-573-7828.

You're strolling along in a marshy area, focusing on the variety of
waterfowl around you, mallards, teals, wood ducks. However, as you
cautiously look around a gentle turn in the path, you see a bright flash of
white sparkling in the reeds. Suddenly, a tall, white bird emerges, stretches
out its long, strong wings and takes off. With its neck straight out, wings
tipped with black and long, fragile legs straight out behind it, you know this
magnificent bird can only be a whooping crane.

Recently, the International Crane Foundation (ICF) was saddened to
hear about the shooting of a male whooper from “the Class of 2004”. The
crane was found dead in Cherokee County in Alabama on January 28,
2011. Just last spring, this male had found a mate and had a chick which
was raised in the wild for several weeks until the chick disappeared, which
is believed to be due to a predator.

Less than a quarter mile from where that male whooping crane was
shot, another crane, a female, was also found dead. The authorities at U.S.
Fish & Wildlife Service believe that the deaths could be linked.

The female crane was hatched just last year at ICF and was among 11
chicks raised and released at Necedah National Wildlife Refuge in October
2010.

Three other whooping cranes were illegally shot in southern Georgia
around December 30, 2010. The chicks were hatched and raised at ICF
through the Whooping Crane Eastern Partnership, and were only recently
reintroduced in Wisconsin for the annual migration to their wintering
grounds in the southern United States.

The senseless shooting of these birds is very disheartening. So many
individuals have dedicated so much to helping the whooping crane back
from the brink of extinction. Despite this horrible act, ICF remains
committed with their partners to the future of these extraordinary birds.

Carmen is an eighth grader at Webster Stanley Middle School.




Income:

Audubon Adventures SPONSOrS..........ccceeeeevennnn. $ 792.00
BanNQUEL........cooveiiiieii e 1,000.00
Birdathon..........ccccvviiiiiiiii 1,200.00
Chapter Memberships...........oceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiees 400.00
DONALIONS ....covvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 1,1000.00
GrantS .......oiiiieiiiee e 2,500.00
INEEIEST ... 2.00
MerchandisSe........ccccccvviiiiiiiii 400.00
The Winnebago Audubon Society will hold its annual National Dues Share...........ccccuvviiiiiiiiiiiiiii, 771.00
meeting for the election of officers and board members Membership Donations...........cc.uueiiiiieiiieiiiicne, 405.00
and to approve the proposed budget for 2011-12 on April 9 National New Memberships ..., 200.00
at the Spring Banquet. Programs AdmISSIONS .........ccoveieiiiiiiieeeeeeeeiiie e 250.00
The board presents the following 2011-12 slate of TOTAL INCOME .....oiiiiiiiiiiiiie e e $9,020.00
officers: .
Expense:
President: OPEN (Janet Wissink) ACHVITIES 1. $ 3,000.00
Vice President: Dana Hartel ANNUAL REPOM......c.veeeeeeeeee et 10.00
Secretary: Evelyn Meuret Audubon AAVENLUTES .........cevevereeeeeeeeeeeeereeennene 828.00
Treasurer: Carla Hansen BANQUEL........cooveeeeeeeeeeeee e 1,000.00 500.0C
Board of Directors: Zaiga Freivalds, Pat Nichols DONALONS ... 800.00
If you would like to nominate someone, or know of Dues and Memberships .........cccooveiiiiieiiiiiiiiiceee, 100.00
someone who might be interested in serving on the board, FUNAIaiSers .........ccoceiiiiiiiiiiiicc e 200.00 100.00
please contact one of the officers listed on the back page. Liability INSUraNCe.............cccvviiiiiiiiiiieees 250.00 250.00
We would very much like to have more members take an NEWSIEIEN ....oovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 500.00 500.00
active role in our chapter. Janet has served beyond the PrNtING ..o 150.00 250.0C
three terms as outlined by our bylaws, but is willing to Postage.......ccccoovvvii 450.00
continue. Dave Moon and Dave Hanke both have another P.O. Box Rental........cccccooviiiiiiiiiiii e, 100.00
year to serve on their two year term. Program EXPenSse .........coouoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieece e 875.00
The following budget has been approved by the WAS ReNt ..o 300.00
Board. Please take this opportunity to review it. If you  Sullivan’s Woods ..............cccoeiiiiiiii, 250.00
have any questions, please call Carla Hansen, 233-1129, SUPPIES .ottt 107.00
PRIOR to the April 9 annual meeting. The membership ~ Website ... 100.00
will be asked to approve this budget at the meeting. TOTAL EXPENSE.......cccoiii $9,020.00
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Students in third, fourth and fifth grades in Oshkosh
schools and at the Boys and Girls Club are learning about
the migrations of Monarch butterflies, whales, birds and
sea turtles, through the award winning Audubon
Adventures program presented by the National Audubon
Society.

Thanks to the generosity of Todd and Betty Berens,
Frank Zuern, Doris Pierczchalski, Jeanne Shiras, Janet
Scalpone, Louise Coumbe, Bill Zimar, Doris Thomas, Mr.
& Mrs. Gil Roderick, Leigh O. Billings Hale, Carolyn
Blassingame and Sandy Schneider, who sponsored this
excellent program for the teahers and students in our
local schools.

The following classrooms are enjoying Audubon
Adventures: Donna Klas, Lakeside School; Dawn
Johnson, Washington; Kay Peikert, Joan Schnieder,
Webster Stanley; Erin Dougherty, Oakwood; Betty
Glatting, Lori Egli, Roosevelt; Katy Urbas, Matt Wiebel,
Jefferson; Susan Martin, Shapiro; Marge Mueller, Carl
Traeger and Lori Fields, Boys and Girls Club.

Would you like to help your child, grandchild, friend’s
or neighbor’s child to enjoy this wonderful program next
year? You can choose a classroom to sponsor for
$46.00. Call Carla Hansen 233-1129 or email her at
carlajhansen@sbcglobal.net for information.
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In December, January and February, |1 enjoyed a
number of pilgrimages to the shores of Lake Michigan,
primarily at Port Washington Harbor. In addition to the
usual large numbers of Canada Geese and Mallards, | was
treated to a fine smorgasbord of other waterfowl, including
Redheads, Scaups (I think mostly Greaters), Common
Goldeneyes, Buffleheads, Common Mergansers, Red-
breasted Mergansers, Hooded Mergansers, and Black
Ducks. On warmer, sunny occasions the Mallards in
established pairs were courting intensely!

| got over to the Petenwell Dam at Necedah on three
occasions in January and February. On days when there
were no fishing parties out on the river, | saw more Bald
Eagles than | could possibly count accurately. | believe
that one posting on the Wisconsin Birding List in January
reported over 120 eagles. The birds have been catching a
lot of fish in that area. | captured a few of them on pixeled
imagery doing just that. (I have been given to wonder
whether many of the birds that used to winter at Prairie du
Sac and further south have now moved up into this area,
but haven't seen any data to support that construct.) On
some days, there have been a good number of Common
Goldeneyes in that same area along with a few Common
Mergansers. On one of those days, | got over to Necedah
National Wildlife Refuge long enough to count about eight
Red-headed Woodpeckers in one of their managed
savannah areas. | lucked onto some decent images of a
Fox Squirrel in that same area. In the last couple decades,

I had been seeing almost no Fox Squirrels in my traditional
hunting haunts on the refuge. One might hypothesize that
those managed savannahs might well be more favorable
habitat than the forest stands which preceded them.

Cindy and | ventured out on the afternoon of 19
February to see what we could tally for the Great Backyard
Bird Count. We spent the afternoon in and around the
northwest periphery of Horicon National Wildlife Refuge. In
addition to the collective tally of the usual and ordinary,
we counted 32 Wild Turkeys in one locale and made a
certain 1.D. on a male Northern Harrier just north of the
junction of Point and Ledge Roads.

Last but not least, we had a surprise appearance at our
normally lackluster backyard bird feeders. On one
particular day in February, our illustrious gathering of
House Sparrows at the pole feeder had a sudden surprise
in the form of a Coopers Hawk. | first noted it perched on
the driveway right next to the left front tire of my pickup
truck. (The truck spends most of the winter parked in
dormancy about 3 ft. from that pole feeder.) Our
celebrated troupe of House Sparrows have developed the
habit of seeking temporary refuge under the truck frame
and up in the wheel wells when threatened. Not to be out-
maneuvered, the Coopers Hawk vaulted up into that left-
front wheel well, disappearing completely for a period of
about 30 seconds. On its emergence, | noted no sparrow-
on-toast in its talons. I still chuckle at the recollection.

- Michael Huebschen
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The air is frosty cold and brittle on this early February
morning. The sun has not yet risen as we head to an
isolated, snow-covered forest road in the extreme
northwoods hoping to discover one of Wisconsin’s rarest
and most difficult birds to find. If the birds are present, they
may gather on the road in the early morning, searching for
grit.

A hardwood-boreal forest mix of vegetation surrounds
us with sugar maple and black spruce dominating the
scene. We proceed slowly, searching for movement and
listening for any sound. Finally, a black-capped chickadee
“chick-a-dee-dee-dees”, greeting a new day and us. This
lovely winter morning is beautiful and peaceful until a huge
logging truck roars up from behind and impatiently passes
us. Just what we didn’'t need for it is sure to flush the birds
if they are present. The noisy truck
quickly disappears in the distance
and silence returns.

Assuming the birds have flushed,
we need to employ another strategy
to find them. Fortunately, a light
dusting of snow fell the night before.
Let's look for tracks. We continue
slowly. Finally, | see some
disturbance in the pristine snow '
cover. Yes, these are the tracks we j
are looking for. We stop, look around,
exit the cars and there they are, overhead in the spruce
trees—spruce grouse. Not just one or two but eleven
birds. Amazing. We found them!!!

Spruce grouse, Falcipennis canadensis, are chunky,
16-inch birds about the size of ruffed grouse. Males are
dark gray above and black below, decorated with white
spots along the sides. Above each eye is a patch of red
bare skin. The round-tipped tail feathers sport rufous tips.
The mottled brown females lack the red eye combs. In the
dim morning light, color is difficult to discern but the birds
present a good study in silhouettes. Surprisingly, for such
large birds, they blend in very well with their surroundings.

Spruce grouse are very tame. A common name is “fool
hen”, because these birds are too foolish not to flee in the
presence of danger. They didn't fly from us. We were right
under them and they paid no attention to us as they
continued to feed on the needles of black spruce and
white pine, deliberately plucking one needle at a time.
Yes, these birds survive by eating needles and buds of
trees, primarily spruce.

As boreal forest dwellers, spruce grouse, a threatened
species in Wisconsin, are more common in Canada with
their range extending west into Alaska. They do nest in
extreme northern Wisconsin but they’re so secretive it is
nearly impossible to find them or their ground nest unless,
by chance, you just happen to be in the right spot at the
right time. Winter is probably the best season to search for
them but every foray into the boreal forest will not be
rewarded with success. | can attest to that. That's why, if

' and when good fortune smiles upon
you and you discover the grouse,
' relish the moment. In fact, this
N February day, the birds are so
% unconcerned about us that we have
Y to leave them instead of waiting for
 them to disappear farther into the
| forest, thus ending the chance
55 encounter. It's always difficult to leave
§ birds that are so challenging to find in
% the first place.

Before | leave, | study their tracks
which, indeed, crisscross the road. The spruce grouse
were probably flushed by the logging truck. The snow
canvas also reveals where a grouse plunged belly first into
the snow bank. A perfect outline of the bird and feather
marks in the snow reveal a brief moment in a grouse’s life.

We climb back into our cars to continue the journey,
hoping to find more boreal specialties such as gray jays,
boreal chickadees, evening grosbeaks, pine siskins and
purple finches. What an excellent start to a day of winter
birding in the northwoods. We’re thankful for the fresh
snow, otherwise we may have driven under and
overlooked the intriguing, hard-to-find spruce grouse.
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Greater Fox Cities Habitat for Humanity and the Habitat
for Humanity ReStore will be celebrating their sixth annual
Earth Day Celebration by hosting a community-wide event
featuring exhibits and forums covering a wide variety of
earth-friendly products and activities, children’s educational
activities, a variety of locally grown and organic food, and
much more!

The event will be held at the Appleton ReStore, 3000 E.
College Ave., Appleton, on Saturday, April 16 from 9:00
am - 3:00 pm. ltis free and open to the public.
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Friends of Sullivan's Woods lost a good friend recently
when Phil Resto passed away on January 26, 2011 at his
home. Phil, a member of the Friends group since 1997,
was a handyman and fixer. He would come to Sullivan's
Woods on Clean-up Day, or sometimes on his own, with a
trunk full of tools and boards. He would repair the
boardwalk, reattach signs to stands, remove downed
branches and help with numerous other things needing to
be done. Our sympathies to his wife Ruth, who answered
many phone calls when we were scheduling 4th and 5th
grade classes. Our thanks to Phil for doing some of the
toughest jobs needed to keep Sullivan's Woods safe and
well-maintained. He will be greatly missed.
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$1 (* 2%23 Please notify us if you will be temporarily
away. The post office will not forward your newsletter. If your newsletter is returned to us, we
remove you from our mailing list. Please contact Pat Nichols at jvnichols@earthlink or 920-
426-0261 with any questions.

% ( Your mailing label includes your membership expiration date above your

name. If you are a “Chapter Only” member the word CHAPTER will appear after the
expiration date. Please renew your chapter membership by filling out the application form
below. Thank you for helping us save on the cost of renewal reminders.
If you are a member of National Audubon, NATL will appear after the expiration date. You
| will receive renewal notices from National or you may renew by using the form below.
( + ' If you are receiving a complimentary newsletter, COMP will appear with an expiration
date. Please consider joining our chapter by using the application below.
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l AUDUBON SOCIETY
: MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
| Chapter Only Membership: Your $20.00 stays in

lour chapter and you receive the Winnebago Audubon
I chapter newsletter and all chapter benefits. Make
=$20.00 check payable to Winnebago Audubon

OR

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|
National Audubon Membership:  Your $20.00 :
Iincludes chapter membership and all chapter I
|benefits, PLUS Audubon magazine and all national |
| benefits. Make $20.00 check payable to National |
|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

I Audubon Society.

| do not wish to receive solicitations from National
[Audubon Society.

|
IName:
|

=Address:

: City/State/Zip:

I Chapter Code: /00 0
| Mail this form with payment to:
Pat Nichols, Membership, PO Box 184, Oshkosh, W1 54903

|
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If you joined National Audubon, you are a member
of our local chapter, Winnebago Audubon. We invite
you to participate in our activities to make the most
of your membership. We are a group of like-minded
individuals interested in the natural world. Our activities
are offered to educate the public and our members and
engage people in citizen science.

Kelly Kargus
Larry Kind
Kathy & Hailey Redman
Richard Shepard
Kathryn Thomsen
Jon & Barbara Uecker

If you are new members of National or the Chapter
and haven't seen your name here in the last couple
of months, please contact

Pat Nichols, VP, Membership Chair
(email me at: jvnichols@earthlink.net)




