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AUDUBON SOCIETY 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

�

��� � ���YES, I want to become a member at the chapter 
level and receive the Winnebago Audubon newsletter. 
I’ve enclosed a $20.00 check payable to Winnebago 
Audubon. 
�

� ���YES, I want to become a member of the National 
Audubon Society, and the Winnebago Audubon Chap-
ter. My membership dues entitle me to Audubon 
magazine, and all chapter benefits. I am enclosing a 
$20.00 check payable to National Audubon Society. 
�

� ���I do not wish to receive correspondence or solicita-
tions from National Audubon Society. 
�
Name:   
�
Address: 
�
City/State/Zip: 
������������������������������������������� Chapter Code: �������� �
Mail this form with payment to: 
Pat Nichols, Membership Chair 
P.O. Box 184, Oshkosh, WI 54903 

�������
	
���������	



 ����	���

����
���� !"#$�" %! �&����

'���	���	�����	�



����
���������	
 ����(�	����
��
�
����� !") %"! %*�&�+����
��
'���	
�������	�




��������	


 ,�����-�������
�
���� !" .."#�*)�&��/�����'�
��	�����	�



���������	


 0����1����
���� !" .#")) ��&���+����'���	
��	���	�
��
 ����!��
	
0����2�����
��� !"%$$" �!3�
4�����2��
���
���� !" .."** ��&�������+
��
��'
�����������	�
5������1����	�
��� !") %"*%#%�&������	'���

�����
6���7���������
���� !") %"!.)��&��	
���
+..#'
�����������	�

��"�#����	$����		!��%��
��&'	
�
'(	 Please notify us if you will be temporarily 
away.  The post office will not forward your newsletter and we pay for the returned 
newsletter. If your newsletter is returned to us, we remove you from our mailing list.  Please 
contact Pat Nichols at jvnichols@earthlink or 920-426-0261 with any questions. 
 

��$��
&
�		 Your mailing label includes your membership expiration date above your 
name.  If you are a “Chapter Only” member the word CHAPTER will appear after the 
expiration date.  Please renew your chapter membership by filling out the application form 
below. Thank you for helping us save on the cost of renewal reminders. 
     If you are a member of National Audubon, you will receive renewal notices from National 
or you may renew by using the form below. 
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If you joined National Audubon, you are a member 
of our local chapter, Winnebago Audubon. 

We invite you to participate in our activities to make 
the most of your membership. We are a group of 

like-minded individuals interested in the natural world. 
Our activities are offered to educate the public and our 

members and engage people in citizen science. 
 

 Florence Bush 
Doris Dehn 

Forest Polk Library 
Jim and Betty Humphrey 

Bette Rennert 
Carol Riley 

                                            
If you are new members of National or the Chapter and 

haven’t seen your name here in the last couple of months, 
please contact 

 

     Pat Nichols, VP, Membership Chair 
    (email me at: jvnichols@earthlink.net) 
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Check our website for up-to-date information:  www. winaudubon.org 
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We are offering a series of walks along the 
Wiouwash Recreational Trail to visit the three 
State Natural Areas north of Oshkosh.  These 
SNA are recognized for the remnant prairies 
that exist there. Join us to experience the 
beauty of these prairies from spring through 
late summer. Learn about the prairie 
ecosystem — the plants, birds, insects, and 
animals that make this their home. 
 
Saturday, May 23, 9:00 am 
Meet at the parking lot on County Road GG 
where we cut late last year. This area should 
have been burned this spring. 
 

Thursday, June 4, 6:00 pm 
Meet at the parking lot on County Road G  in 
Allenville. We will walk north on the trail to 
visit a second State Natural Area. 
 

Tuesday, June 16, 6:00 pm  
Meet once again at the parking lot at County 
Road GG to see how the prairie has grown in 
three weeks. 
 

Sunday, July 12, 1:00 pm 
Meet at Oakridge Road from where we will 
walk south to explore a third State Natural 
Area along the trail. 
 

Sat., Aug. 15, 9:00 am 
Meet at Maxwell Road. We will walk north a 
short distance to see an area of the trail that 
was once prairie and is now over grown with 
trees and brush.  Then we will walk south 
toward GG to revisit the prairie we saw in 
May and June. 
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     Winnebago Audubon is hosting a half-day community event for 
families and others on Saturday, May 9, 2009 at Waukau Creek 
Nature Preserve from 8:00 am to noon.  Adults are invited to join us 
for “bird & wildflower” walks at 8:00 am and 9:30 am.  Then at 9:00 
am and 10:30 am, families are encouraged to come along for an 
exploration of the natural world at the preserve with Carol Thomas, 
naturalist from Schlitz Audubon Nature Center. (Schlitz Audubon 
Nature Center is a 185-acre stretch of untouched land along the shore 
of Lake Michigan just 15 minutes north of downtown Milwaukee.) 
     Throughout the morning we will have activities for children that 
include creating a bird feeder to take home to your backyard; making 
a pair of “binoculars”; and folding your very own flying origami crane. 
     Bring along a pair of binoculars and a sense of adventure. Be 
prepared for the possibility of wet or muddy trails. We will have 

several pairs of binoculars 
available for use for 
beginning birders from our 
“birding kit”.  
     This event is free to 
Audubon members. The 
cost for non-members is 
$5.00/family, $2.00/adult, 
$1.00/child. 
     For additional 
information contact Janet 
Wissink at 920-589-2602 
or wiss@centurytel.net 
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The cool breeze blows the tall prairie grasses gently, chilling the 
warm spring night. The soft crunching of footsteps atop the dry, flattened 
grass and off in the distance, a Leopard frog calls. Excitement and curiosity 
fill the air. Randy Korb suggests we cup our ears to best ensure hearing 
even the slightest croak of the frog. Flashlights glimmer, water stirs and 
voices softly whisper. That was the only action from our adventure into the 
Ceresco Prairie next to Ripon College, during the frog night hike on the 
evening of April 18. 

Before our hike into the prairie, Randy showed us some of his 
salamanders, toads and, of course, frogs. The orientation with the calls of 
the amphibians and the amphibians themselves, was very hands-on. 
Everyone had the chance to hold and touch a frog, toad or salamander. My 
favorite frog, the bullfrog, was a star. I also enjoyed the salamanders and 
found it fascinating to watch them jump on their dinner after it was set 
before them. Randy even got us when he asked us if we wanted to see 
great granny toad, and quickly jerked a massive, rubber and very real 
looking toad out of a cooler. Everyone in the front row jumped sharply and 
screamed, while some just started to laugh at all the reactions. 

The night was very enjoyable and fun. Thank you to all those who 
attended and a big thank you to Randy Korb for his time and wonderful 
presentation. 

Earlier in the day, on April 18, I participated in the sandhill crane 
count again with my mom and some of our friends.  It was a wonderful 
sunrise and a very decent morning for such a neat event. My group 
counted 12 cranes total, 4 pairs and 3 individuals. We also saw American 
white pelicans, bald eagles, and a male ring-necked pheasant just to name 
a few. After the count, we joined other participants at the Fin n’ Feather for 
an excellent breakfast and data sharing. Again, thank you to all of you who 
participated and I hope you will count again in the future. 
  

(Carmen is a sixth grader at Webster Stanley Middle School.) 
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     Winnebago Audubon raises money each 
spring by sending intrepid birders into the 
wild to see, hear, count and record as many 
birds as they can in a 24 hour period.  These 
same birders and others collect pledges to 
encourage them to see and hear as many 
birds as they can.  This money is then used 
for environmental education projects in the 
school system.  Some goes to support 
programs, some goes to support classroom 
materials.  All the money is well spent to 
teach children about the importance of the 
environment and the animals in it and teach 
it in a fun and memorable way. 
     When you are asked to donate in support 
of this good cause, say yes and be a part of 
this important project.  If no one asks for 
your support, please call Carla Hansen at 
233-1129 or email at 
carlajhansen@sbcglobal.net and tell her that 
you would like to be a part of the Birdathon.  
You are also invited to join one of the 
leaders on a day out in nature.  You can 
contact Carla Hansen if you would like to be 
a Birdathon Birdwatcher. - Carla Hansen 
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     Spring nature hikes at Sullivan’s Woods, a nature learning center of the 
Oshkosh School system, are conducted by The Friends of Sullivan’s Woods.  
This committee of Winnebago Audubon is headed by Louise Coumbe and 
includes a group of dedicated volunteers who take fourth grade classrooms 
into the woods and prairie habitats and assist teachers and students, helping 
them to learn about the wonderful sights, sounds, and smells of springtime in 
the outdoors.  Students return in the fall as fifth graders for another 
opportunity to see the area in it’s fall foliage. 
     If you are interested in volunteering for a day or two or more, or have any 
questions, call Louise at 231-4722.  

The prairie at Sullivan’s Woods was burned in 
mid-April as part of a plan to rejuvenate it. 

Alex Voss was excited to hold a 
bull frog at our Frog Night Hike. 
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     It’s not chipper like a chickadee or regal like a bald eagle. It 
lacks the elegance of a snowy egret or the brilliance of a scarlet 
tanager. It can’t sing like a winter wren or fly with the zip of a 
ruby-throated hummingbird. What this bird can do like no other is 
soar. On a 5-1/2 foot wingspan, it commands the sky with 
effortless grace and elegance, often staying aloft for hours, 
carried by the wind. Yet when it descends to roost or to eat, we 
see that this superb aerialist is one large, black, gawky, ugly-
looking bird. Turkey vultures are like that. Even their name 
suggests ugly. But turkey vultures are interesting birds with an 
important role in recycling and we should be grateful for their 
services. 
     As nature’s scavengers, turkey vultures, Cathartes aura, dine 
on carrion. Even Cathartes, derived from Latin meaning 
scavenger, refers to its dietary lifestyle. Dressed in black, the 27 
inch tall turkey vultures lack feathers on their heads. We see 
wrinkly, bare red skin, bulging eyes, nostrils and a fierce-looking 
hooked beak on a very small head. Although the small, 
featherless head looks ugly, it is an important adaptation for a 
unique lifestyle. Because turkey vultures are carrion eaters, they 
eat dead, decaying, smelly animals. Imagine sticking your head 
inside a dead animal. Your head feathers wouldn’t stay clean for 
very long. But if you lacked head feathers, you wouldn’t need to 
spend hours preening feathers on a difficult location to reach. 
     How do turkey vultures (TV’s) find their food? They soar, but 
first, how do you differentiate a soaring TV from a hawk or 
eagle? A soaring turkey vulture shows a black body and black 
feathers on the front part of the wings, giving the impression of a 
large black triangle. This black triangle contrasts with the rest of 
the wings and tail which are silver-whitish in color. No other 
soaring bird has this wing pattern. The wingtips usually show 
individual feathers which is an adaptation for maintaining 
balance in soaring flight. The tail is long and the head appears 
proportionately small. When soaring, TV’s hold their wings up in 
a “v” called a dihedral. They ride thermals or air currents, often 
soaring for long periods of time without flapping. While seriously 
searching for food closer to the ground, the flight may seem 
unsteady as the birds rock from side to side as if buffeted by 
wind. Sometimes it appears that they almost stall out. Learning 
their flight characteristics also aids in identification. 
     While soaring may seem like such freedom to us, the birds 
soar to search for food with another unique twist. Turkey vultures 

spread themselves out over the landscape with each vulture 
seeming to have its own sky space but overlapping on the 
edges. Each vulture is looking or rather smelling for food. If one 
bird finds something that piques its interest, it circles in for a 
closer look. The vulture in the sky space next to it notices the 
descent and follows in. Soon a ripple effect follows through the 
sky and more and more vultures circle in. With a potential meal 
in sight, the incoming vultures are very wary when approaching a 
dead animal. Eventually they overcome their hesitation, come in 
and dine on this delectable meal. This feeding strategy makes 
sense. Since the presence of carrion is unpredictable, more 
vultures searching a larger area increases the chances of finding 
something. So, in a way, it’s a group effort for 
finding food. 
     Turkey 
vultures 
roost in 
colonies. In 
late evening 
they drift in 
when the 
wind 
subsides. In 
the morning, they often sit with wings 
outstretched. They may be either warming themselves or drying 
feathers from the night’s dampness. As soon as the temperature 
rises and daytime thermals begin, turkey vultures clumsily jump 
off their perches and with a few slow, heavy wingbeats they 
become airborne. They circle to gain altitude and another day of 
soaring begins. 
     Turkey vultures return to Wisconsin beginning in late March. 
Look for them soaring high in the sky as they drift northward. 
They do nest in the state but it’s easier to see a soaring TV than 
to find a nesting pair. Many non-breeding turkey vultures also 
spend summer in Wisconsin. 
     I’ve seen thousands of turkey vultures and each time I 
observe one, I stop and watch and marvel as it gracefully soars 
through the heavens. These birds have such freedom in the sky. 
Despite its outward appearance, it really is a bird of beauty. I 
admire its ability to eat food most of us wouldn’t look twice at. I 
thank them for cleaning up the landscape. Turkey vultures are an 
integral part of the circle of life and another example of nature’s 
recyclers at work. Without them, we might be knee deep in—well 
you get the picture. 
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     The volunteer counters were treated to 
a beautiful sunrise and mild temps this 
year as they took to their respective sites 
for the survey on April 18. 38 of the 45 
designated sites in Winnebago County 
were surveyed. Preliminary numbers are 
over 1,000 cranes with approximately 100 
breeding pairs which is well over the 700 
reported last year. Two of our volunteers 
were excited to report seeing a whooping 
crane! One was north of Lake Winneconne 
and the other was in the Rush Lake area. 
     Thank you to all of the volunteers!!! 
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     Winnebago Audubon received three grants this spring and they are all about 
frogs. 
     4imprint awarded Winnebago Audubon Society 108 green bean bag frogs with 
navy blue t-shirts sporting the signature Winnebago Audubon logo in white.  These 
frogs were made possible by the One by One program that 4imprint sponsors each 
day to give a charitable organization $ 500.00 in merchandise.  The frogs were 
given away to children attending the Frog Night Hike and to the classrooms visited 
by Randy Korb and his amphibian program in Oshkosh public schools. 
     Randy Korb’s appearance at four Oshkosh Public Schools in April was made 
possible by a $1,000.00 grant from the National Audubon Society Collaborative 
Funding and a $500.00 grant from the Hiwela Fund of the Oshkosh Area Community 
Foundation.  The balance of the cost of the programs was sponsored by Winnebago 
Audubon.  Watch our next issue of this newsletter for stories about the program.  
Randy Korb has been named a Green Hero by the National Audubon Society 
Together Green Program.  - Carla Hansen 


