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10:00 am Bees in Your Backyard
8:00 am and 11:1 5 am Bird and Wildflower Walk for Adults
8:45amand 11:1 5am Family Exploration of the Preserve

Winnebago Audubon is hosting a half-day community event at Waukau Creek Nature Preserve again..
New this year is a special presentation by Andie Krueger, bee advocate/expert and master gardener. At 10:00
am she will present “Bee’s in your Backyard: providing information about honey bees and mason bees”
Her presentation will be suitable for all age groups so entire families are encouraged to attend this portion of
the morning. We will have mason bee houses available for sale. Adults are invited to join Anita Carpenter for
bird & wildflower walks at 8:00 am and 11:15am . Then at 8:45 am and 11:15 am , families are encouraged
to come along for an exploration of the natural world  at the preserve with Carol Thomas, naturalist from
Schlitz Audubon Nature Center near Milwaukee.

Throughout the morning, except during the bee presentation, we will have activities for children that include
creating a bird feeder to take home to your backyard; making a pair of “binoculars”; and folding your very own
flying origami crane.

Bring along a pair of binoculars and a sense of adventure. = o
Be prepared for the possibility of wet or muddy trails. We will s T 4
have several pairs of binoculars available for use for beginning ° E N
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birders from our “birding kit". wau
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Audubon Members: FREE

Oshkosh

Non-members: $5.00/family
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The night is dead. No chirping crickets, no howling
coyotes, nothing. The stars are out but no animals or
plants make even the slightest movement. The bright
moonlight illuminates the ground below, creating a
creepy feeling in the countryside.

Suddenly, a large, swift bird swoops down in an open
field and quickly protrudes back into the air, carrying a
small rodent in its talons. This magnificent bird is an owl
and the power of these birds are surely underestimated.

There are about 37 different kinds of owls in North
America. Owils live all over the US, from the far western
coast, to the very tip of Maine, from the heavily wooded
forest to Central Park. These birds are very adaptable
and can live in almost every environment.

One of the most common, if not the most, is the great
horned owl. The great horned owl has a height of about
22 inches and can weigh over three pounds. It has a
wingspan of 44 inches and can be found anywhere in
any environment, making it one of the most widely
distributed owls in North America. They are commonly
mistaken for the long-eared owls, but do have some
recognizable differences. The great horned owl has “ear
tuffs”, a short, nearly flat beak and a rusty brownish to
gray colored body with a pattern of black strips. Farther
in the north, great horned owls can even be white and
can vary in colors depending on the habitat in which they
are found.

Great horned owls generally prefer to eat small
rodents, such as mice and moles as well as snakes,
skunks, rabbits and fish. Imagine a great horned owl
eating a smaller owl or hawk? Impossible? Definitely not.
Because great horned owls are such large powerful
birds, they have the ability to eat smaller raptors such as
screech owls, kestrels and even gyrfalcons! This is one
reason why these birds have an underestimated sense
of power. Snowy owls and great gray owls have been
reported to eat other owls and hawks as well.

One of the rarest of the owls is the northern spotted
owl, which lives on the western coast of the US. This owl
has a height of about 16-19 inches and can weigh 1 to
1-1/2 pounds and have a wingspan of 3 to 3-1/2 feet.
This owl likes to eat flying squirrels, mice, some reptiles,
birds and insects. It usually nests on cliffs, in older trees
and in cavities of trees or cliffs.

This owl is becoming extremely rare because of
deforestation of old growth forest in California all the way
to the central part of Mexico. These owls prefer to live in
very old forests of the southwestern US. Because more
and more of these forests are being cut down, more and
more owls are losing their homes and need to find
another place to live. Unfortunately, it's a place where
they might not thrive as well. Conservation efforts are
working to help this bird remain in its natural habitat.

So next time it is a silent, moonlit night, go sit outside
and listen and watch to see if an owl has settled in near
your home. Who knows, they're closer than you think.

Carmen is a seventh grader at Webster Stanley Middle School.

Three teams of bird watchers will head out for a 24 hour
period in the month of May to identify and count species to
earn donations to support Winnebago Audubon’s programs
throughout the year.

Join us for a day, or half day, of outdoor enjoyment,
finding birds in and around Oshkosh. Call Carla Hansen at
233-1129 if you would like to join a team. Birding skills are
helpful but not necessary. If your sharp eyes can find the
bird, we’ll identify it.

Can't join us but want to be a part of the action? You
can encourage our efforts by pledging either a flat amount
or an amount per bird. Call Carla Hansen at 233-1129 or
email her at carlajhansen@sbcglobal.net to make your
pledge or just send your pledge to Winnebago Audubon,
Attention Carla Hansen, P.O. Box 184, Oshkosh, WI
54903. You will be making a tax deductible contribution
and will receive a list of the birds seen by the teams.

Last year we raised over $ 1,000.00 for Winnebago
Audubon. Call today to help us reach our goal of
$1,000.00 again this year. - Carla Hansen
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The new National Audubon program for third through
fifth graders is a four part exploration of migrating
animals. Wildlife on the Move will profile the amazing
journeys and life cycles of different birds, Monarch
butterfly and other insects, whales and sea turtles.

Four sets of student magazines and a 48 page
teachers manual with background information and hands-
on activities for inside and outside the classroom will be
provided. Nature journaling will be taught to help kids
create personal nature journals.

The program is offered for free to any 3", 4™ or 5"
grade classroom in Oshkosh public or parochial schools
or schools in the surrounding communities. Would you
like to help us make this program a reality for these
students? Do you believe that it is important for this
information to be provided to young people? Only $46.00
per classroom brings this information to these students.

You can select the school and classroom that you
would like to sponsor or we will pick one of the
classrooms that has requested the program. Your tax
deductible contribution can be sent to Winnebago
Audubon, Audubon Adventure Program, P.O. Box 184,
Oshkosh, W1 54903. Call Carla Hansen at 233-1129 if
you would like more information.
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Winnebago Audubon will hold the popular frog night hike led by Randy Korb on Saturday evening, May 22. An indoor
orientation to Wisconsin Frogs will begin at 7:30 pm. Participants will get to know the calls of our 12 species. Children
may hold and feed frogs, toads and salamanders during the orientation. Once we're familiar with frogs we'll venture out
at dusk to hear them. We will be driving to a nearby location on Rush Lake. The eastern gray tree frog is in peak
breeding in late May and we expect a lusty chorus. Other local callers at this time are American toads, spring peepers,
and green frogs.

This event is free for Winnebago Audubon members and no pre-registration is required. The fee for non-members is
$5 per adult and $3 per child under 17. Non-members may join Audubon at the door. Participants should bring
flashlights and old tennis shoes, boots or hip boots for possible wading into shallow water.

We will meet at the Pickett Community Center, 6687 State Road 44, Pickett. For more information contact Janet at
920-589-2602 or wiss@centurytel.net.
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These items will be for sale at our Night Hike:
Blinky & Calls of WI Frogs (book and DVD) $20.00
Blinky (book only) $10.00
Calls of WI Frogs (DVD only) $15.00
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| would like to express my gratitude to the people who
made things happen this past year in our chapter—officers and
board members: Pat Nichols, Dave Moon, Zaiga Freivalds,
Carla Hansen, Dave Hanke, and Evelyn Meuret. And | would
like to welcome our new board member, Dana Hartel. | look
forward to working with all of them during the upcoming year.

Thank you to Anita Carpenter for her informative Badger
Tracks article in every issue of our newsletter and to Carmen
Meuret for her Kid's Eye View column. Special thanks to John
Pagel at Mail List Processing, my employer, who allows me to
print the newsletter and other materials at work, saving us a lot
of money. Also, thanks to the Friends of Sullivan’'s Woods. -
Janet Wissink



Above photos: Oakwood School
(Janet Wissink Photos)

Below photos: Read School
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For four days in April, students at four Oshkosh elementary schools looked at,
touched, held and fed crickets to the amphibians of Wisconsin. All the animals
they saw, live in and around Oshkosh. Do you know how amphibians are different
than lizards? Amphibians don’t have nails so they can't scratch you. Amphibians
drink through their skin so they can't live in a hostile environment. They do not
have scales and need to keep their skin moist.

Read, Washington, Emmeline Cook and Oakwood students were treated to a
one hour program of salamanders, tree frogs, toads and true frogs. They watched
them eat crickets and worms. They watched them hop and crawl. Sometimes they
hopped right up in the students lap or stuck on their clothing. Those were the tree
frogs who have sticky pads on their feet.

Students saw tree frogs that adapt their skin color to the color of their
environment. Gray, pale green, green and gray-green. Fascinating to see,
wondrous to think about.

This year Randy brought his book “Blinky, A Special Gray Tree Frog” to share
with the students. Itis the story of an injured gray tree frog that was found by
Randy’s grandson. They were able to nurse the frog back to health but the frog
lost one eye so they were not able to release it back into the wild. Blinky now
comes to school with Randy. We all got to see the star of the book.

These programs were made possible through grants from the Oshkosh Area
Community Foundation, National Audubon Society and funding from Winnebago
Audubon Society - your donations at work.

This is the third year that Randy Korb has appeared in Oshkosh schools. Ten
elementary schools have had the opportunity to see these programs. Winnebago
Audubon plans to continue to bring Randy to school. Such a great opportunity for
children to be up close to animals that may live in their neighborhood but they may
seldom see or get to touch.

Randy Korb will be presenting a Frog Night Hike for Winnebago Audubon on
May 22. Plan to join us then and see this great program.

- Carla Hansen, Frog Program Coordinator

Washington School (Patty Luft Photo) Oakwood School (Janet Wissink Photo)
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Bees. We are all familiar with bees, especially honey
bees and bumble bees. These are socaial insects with
allegiance to a queen, all living and working together to
raise the next generation. They benefit us by pollinating
flowers and producing delicious honey and beeswax.

Yet of the 3500 bee species in North America, most are
solitary, not social, bees which buzz about their daily lives
in relative anonymity. Although solitary bees may
congregate in loose colonies if habitat is suitable, they are
working independently to raise future solitary bees.

I've watched the nesting behavior of the solitary bee,
Andrena wilkella, family Andrenidae, for many years. This
year | was thrilled when several individuals discovered a
bare spot in my front lawn. The brown, half-inch long
females with golden hairs buzz about an inch above the
ground. Each selects a nest site and excavates an
underground nest with several side chambers. | can watch
her industriously dragging fine earth grains to the surface.
Each nest looks like a little ant hill but with a larger, pencil-
sized opening. She then files off to gather pollen
(meanwhile pollinating spring flowers), returns to the hole
and deposits her pollen within. Large loads of yellow pollen
are visible on her hind legs. She eventually lays one egg on
the pollen in each chamber. When her thirty plus eggs are
laid, she closes the entrance hole and her job is completed.
Adult bees emerge the following April.

Another species of solitary bee, the blue orchard mason
bee, is being touted as a replacement for the declining
honey bee populations. Osmia lignaria, family
Megachilidae, are tiny, 1/3 inch long, shiny blue-black bees
adorned with whitish hairs. Males are slightly smaller and
slimmer, have long antennae and more whitish hairs on the
face. Blue orchard mason bees do not nest in the ground
but utilize existing, 1/4 inch wide holes in wood. As their
scientific name implies, lignharia means wood.

When a female blue orchard mason bee finds a suitable
nest hole (she does not excavate it herself), she places a
mud plug in the bottom. She then forages for pollen and
nectar, making repeated trips and deposits her gatherings
in the tube. Interestingly, these mason bees carry pollen on
the underside of their abdomens, not on their hind legs.
Examination of the abdomen’s underside reveals horizontal
rows of tiny curved hairs called scopa which effectively hold
the collected pollen. When the pollen-nectar ball is large
enough, she backs into the hole and lays one white egg on
it and seals the cell with mud. In front of that cell, she
deposits another pollen-nectar ball, lays an egg and seals
the cell. She continues until the hole is full, containing
about 6 cells, and finally seals the tube with a bigger mud
plug. She finds additional tubes, repeats the process and
continues to lay eggs, about 30 total, until her 6 to 8 week
life is over.

Within a few days, the larva hatches and eats its pollen-
nectar food. When the food is all consumed, the larva spins
a cocoon and forms a pupa within the cell. After undergoing
several changes, the pupa metamorphoses into an adult

bee in late summer and remains inside the cell over winter.

When spring warms, the bee closest to the entrance
hole chews through the mud plug and emerges. Other bees
follow. The bees nearest the nest opening are all males
which developed from unfertilized eggs. Several days later,
females which are produced from fertilized eggs and are
always in the tube bottom, escape their confined quarters.
Depth of the nest tube is important in determining the sex
ratio of the offspring. Deeper tubes, like 5 inches, produce
more females. Therefore it's critical for the species’ survival
to have deep enough nest tubes available in order to
produce more females. Mason bees mate soon after
females emerge. Females begin nest building with 3 to 4
days. The cycle continues with one generation produced
per year.

Because blue orchard mason bees can fly in colder
weather and earlier in spring than honey bees and are such
efficient pollinators, they are being raised and used
commercially, especially in the Pacific northwest, to
pollinate orchard crops. In Wisconsin, Osmia lignaria, occur
statewide, being active from April into June. We can help
them by providing “bee houses”, boxes with drilled holes.

Solitary bees are interesting insects to watch. These
gentle bees nesting in my front yard are easily approached.
They go about their business even when my face is only
inches from their entrance holes. As the nesting season
neared its conclusion, | noticed what | think are parasitic
wasps hovering about the entrance holes. Are they waiting
for the right moment to slip inside and parasitize the egg
within a chamber? | wish | could see inside the nest!
Although I've watched a specific colony of solitary bees for
years, there is always more to learn. Now | must wait a
whole year before | can watch and study them again.

Board member Dave Hanke, who has built several mason bee
houses for us to sell, took this photo of one of his bee houses that his
parents put up on their property in Taylor County. It is placed about
3 ft. up facing east, but also has southern exposure. He was sur-
prised to see bees using the house already since it's near several
apple trees which weren't blooming yet. As you can see, several of

the holes are already filled and others are a work-in-progress.
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| AUDUBON SOCIETY
: MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
I YES, I want to become a member at the chapter

llevel and receive the Winnebago Audubon newsletter.

II've enclosed a $20.00 check payable to Winnebago

=Audubon.

I YES, | want to become a member of the National

I Audubon Society, and the Winnebago Audubon Chap-
lter. My membership dues entitle me to Audubon
magazine, and all chapter benefits. | am enclosing a

=$20.00 check payable to National Audubon S

I | do not wish to receive correspondence o

If you joined National Audubon, you are a member
of our local chapter, Winnebago Audubon.

We invite you to participate in our activities to make
the most of your membership. We are a group of
like-minded individuals interested in the natural world.
Our activities are offered to educate the public and our
members and engage people in citizen science.

r solicita- Louise Aylward

=tions from National Audubon Society. PS:\IHE%VA?

: Name: Marili\/ﬂneamn%n?elfjh\?vnojahn

=Address: If you are new members of National or the Chapter and
=City/State/Zip: haven’t seen your nargleegséeclgnttgitlast couple of months,

|

| Mail this form with payment to:

| Pat Nichols, Membership Chair
P.O. Box 184, Oshkosh, WI 54903

|
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Pat Nichols, VP, Membership Chair
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