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Thursday, November 17—6:30 pm 
Evergreen Retirement Community 

1130 N. Westfield St., Oshkosh (lower level) 
 

     Winnebago Audubon and Wild Ones Fox Valley will co-host a 
program about a special native orchid that grows in Uihlein Waterfowl 
Production Area in western Winnebago County. Jim Lutes, District 
Wildlife Biologist with the US Fish and Wildlife Service, will give a 
presentation about the Eastern Prairie Fringed Orchid, its ecology and 
status in Wisconsin, and its history on Uihlein WPA. When the USFWS 
purchased this property, management actions were undertaken to 
support the recovery of this species on the property. Join us to find out 
the results of their efforts on Thursday, November 17, at Evergreen 
Retirement Community, 1130 N. Westfield St., Oshkosh (lower level).  
Social time begins at 6:30 pm followed by the program at 7:00 pm. It is 
free and open to the public. 
     Lutes has held his position as biologist for the Leopold Wetland 
Management District since 1999. He is primarily responsible for 
overseeing the restoration, management, and monitoring of upland and 
wetland habitats, and the wildlife that depends on them, on over 
13,000 acres of Waterfowl Production Areas scattered throughout 17 
counties of eastern and southeastern Wisconsin. 
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     Badger Tracks by Anita Carpenter 
will be back in the next issue. Anita 
took a well-deserved break from 
writing… the first one in more that 20 
years! 
     The board is now planning 
activities for next year.  Watch for our 
next newsletter in early 2012. Happy 
Holidays! 
     If you’ve visited our website lately, 
you may have noticed it hasn’t been 
updated in awhile. We are 
experiencing technical difficulties 
which should be resolved soon. 
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Below Left: On a very warm and humid 
Saturday in July, the Butte des Morts 
Conservation Club lead us on a tour of  
Terrell’s Island. 
 

Below Right: This monarch butterfly was 
tagged and released in September after 
emerging from its chrysalis. 
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     You’ve worked at the same job for 25 years. Every 
day, the same parking lot you’d pull your car into, the 
same office chair you’d plant your fanny in to type away 
at the changing keyboards and computers. But today, 
today’s different, today, you will work your last day, you 
will be a retired lad as of tomorrow. And to jump start 
your retirement and get away from the chaos of life, you 
decide to devote the next year of your life to the birds and 
attempt to complete a Big Year.  
     What is a Big Year, you ask? A Big Year is a contest 
to see how many different species of birds you can see in 
a year, staying only in North America. The winner is 
whoever sees the highest number of different species 
and is then titled as the Greatest Birder in the World. 
     For those of you who may think such a challenge is 
easy, you are underestimating the task. Completing a Big 
Year requires a great amount of energy (and keep in 
mind, you’re nearly 65), a great deal of patience and 
perseverance and, the greatest need perhaps, a great 
deal of money. So, are you ready? Are you ready to 
begin the challenge, to beat The Greatest Birder of the 
world now, Mr. Kenny Bostick who set the record with 
732 birds? If you are, you have some competition, for 38 
year old Brad Harris and newly retired CEO Stu Preissler, 
are also out and attempting to complete a Big Year. 
     I recently viewed the movie, ‘The Big Year’ in the 
theatres with about 30 or so Winnebago Audubon 
members a few Sundays ago. I had seen previews of the 
film and my initial thought was, ‘finally, they made a non-
educational movie about birds.’ When the opportunity 

arose to view the flick, I jumped at it. Starring Steve 
Martin, Owen Wilson and Jack Black, you know the 
movie would have many laughs. Thus, was proven true. 
     In the film, two men decide to challenge Kenny 
Bostwick. Brad Harris, a working man who has a passion 
for birds and knows nearly every call, is ready to escape 
his long days in the office cubicle. He decides to work a 
full time job and complete a Big Year as well.  And, Steve 
Preissler, a CEO of his own company, decides to retire 
and fulfill his dream. While he still battles with bargains 
he must finish up on with his company, he still manages 
to complete his Big Year – with a few twists. You see, 
both of these men are out to break Kenny Bostick’s 
record; who is out to make sure no one beats it. 
     All are determined, all are good, but only one can be 
the best and who will it be? The champion, the underdog, 
or the grandpa? What birds will be on their lists of ‘must 
sees’ (some species on the lists surprised me)? What will 
be the rarest bird spotted? 
     From Atue, Alaska to the Everglades in Florida, who 
knew bird watching could be so competitive and 
exhilarating (I’m tellin’ ya, this may have been more 
exciting than that Packer game.) I guarantee you will 
laugh and chose sides.  
     This is one movie you will not want to miss if you’re an 
avid birder. The acting was good and though the 
computer created birds were slightly disappointing, the 
realistic aspect of them was amazing and the settings of 
the places were very nicely portrayed. The storyline was 
more than about birds and had some great twists and 
turns to it. I greatly enjoyed it and I hope you do, too. So 
get out there, go watch how a Big Year is done! 
 

Carmen Meuret is a freshman at Oshkosh North High School. 
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Left: Thank you to several volunteers who helped us cut 
out woody vegetation from a prairie remnant on the 
Wiouwash Trail on October 22.    
 

Below Left: Thanks to the UW Oshkosh Hands on Oshkosh 
program, a bus load of students cut buckthorn at Sullivan’s 
Woods on a Saturday morning in October. 
 

Below: Pouring rain didn’t stop a dozen or so folks from 
traipsing into South Woods in Ripon looking for 
mushrooms with Dr. Steve Bentivenga in September. 
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     Four teams went out in May to record the 
number of species of birds they could count in 
Winnebago County in a 24 hour period. 
     Four teams saw a grand total of 113 species.  
The most seen in any of our Birdathons since it’s 
beginning in 1996. 
 

· Birdathon, a great way to get out into the field 
and see birds. 

· Birdathon, a great way to spend the day with 
other birders. 

· Birdathon, a great way to raise money for 
environmental education in the community. 

· Birdathon, a great way to donate money for 
environmental education in the community. 

 

     Thanks to the teams of birders:  Anita 
Carpenter, Anne Rice, Bettie Harriman, Brenda 
Reese, Carla Hansen, Carmen Meuret, Curt 
Reese, Evelyn Meuret, Jan Moldenhauer, Janet 
Wissink, Ken Lohry, and all the people who 
joined in at The Big Sit at Oshkosh Bird Fest in 
Menominee Park. 
     WE RAISED $ 1,067.80!  Not a record year 
for donations yet, but money to help with the 
goals of Winnebago Audubon.  You can still 
donate.  Just send a check to Winnebago 
Audubon, P.O. Box 184, Oshkosh, WI 54903 
and make a note that it is for the Birdathon. 
     Thanks to these generous people who 
pledged their support: Evelyn Meuret, Pat 
Nichols, Dave & Sue Peck, Frank Zuern, Chris 
Binder, Wayne Hakes, Janet & Rich Carlson, 
Dave & Chris Misterek, Brian Schaefer, Darryl 
Sims, Lynn Druecke, Zaiga Freivalds, Jan 
Moldenhauer, Paul Brown, Elizabeth Kujawa, 
Ted Vandelle, Scott Chicoine, Brad Larson, Bill 
& Pearl Frederick, Susie Gustke, Leanne 
Monroe, Alan & Diane Lawrence, Patsy Gavin, 
Will Stahl, Lois Eierman, Mary Andresko, Dave 
Hodge, Gary and Elaine Cole, Jon Wilson, Curt 
& Brenda Reese, Lyle & Marilyn Kraus, Carla 
Hansen, Richard Hansen, Dave Moon, Louise 
Coumbe, Jeanne Shiras, Jan Metzig, Doris 
Pierzchalski, Anita & Gerald Carpenter and a 
matching contribution from Kimberly Clark. 
     You can make this a record year for 
contributions by sending any amount to 
Winnebago Audubon. 
     Team that saw the most birds:  Bettie 
Harriman’s team. Each team member will 
receive an Audubon Birdathon Pin. 
     Team that raised the most money:  Carla 
Hansen’s team. Each team member will receive 
an Audubon hat. 
     Team that saw the most unusual bird:  Anita 
Carpenter and the Big Sit who saw a Northern 
Mockingbird 
     Individual that got the most contributors:  Jan 
Moldenhauer. She will be treated to lunch by her 
team leader. 
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List of Birds Seen during May Birdathon: 
�
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     This is an annual event. I hope you will join one of our teams next 
year. - Carla Hansen 

Anne Rice, Janet Wissink, Bettie Harriman, and Anita Carpenter 
search for another bird species to add to the list 

on their “Big Day”! 
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AUDUBON SOCIETY 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

�

��� � ���Chapter Only Membership:  Your $20.00 stays in  
our chapter and you receive the Winnebago Audubon 
chapter newsletter and all chapter benefits. Make 
$20.00 check payable to Winnebago Audubon . 
     

           OR 
�

� ���National Audubon Membership:  Your $20.00 
includes  chapter membership and all chapter 
benefits, PLUS Audubon magazine and all national 
benefits. Make $20.00 check payable to National 
Audubon Society. 
�

� ���I do not wish to receive solicitations from National 
Audubon Society. 
�
Name: ____________________________________   
�
Address: __________________________________ 
�
City/State/Zip: ______________________________ 
                                                Chapter Code: #$%%&'(%�� �
Mail this form with payment to: 
Pat Nichols, Membership, PO Box 184, Oshkosh, WI 54903 
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*������������
���,��-)���*./����/0� Please notify us if you will be temporarily 
away.  The post office will not forward your newsletter. If your newsletter is returned to us, we 
remove you from our mailing list.  Please contact Pat Nichols at jvnichols@earthlink or 920-
426-0261 with any questions. 
 

������.���� Your mailing label includes your membership expiration date above your 
name.  If you are a “Chapter Only” member the word CHAPTER will appear after the 
expiration date.  Please renew your chapter membership by filling out the application form 
below. Thank you for helping us save on the cost of renewal reminders. 
     If you are a member of National Audubon, NATL will appear after the expiration date. You 
will receive renewal notices from National or you may renew by using the form below. 
          If you are receiving a complimentary newsletter, COMP will appear with an expiration 
date. Please consider joining our chapter by using the application below. 
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If you joined National Audubon, you are a member of our local 
chapter, Winnebago Audubon.  We invite you to participate in our 
activities to make the most of your membership. We are a group 

of like-minded individuals interested in the natural world. Our 
activities are offered to educate the public and our members and 

engage people in citizen science. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are new members of National or the Chapter and haven’t 
seen your name here in the last couple of months, please contact 

 

     Pat Nichols, VP, Membership Chair 
    (email me at: jvnichols@earthlink.net) 
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Roberta Alder 
Jamie Bates 

Gertrude Berg 
Cindy Carpenter 
Joyce Castrop 
Becky Chirhart 
Shannon Foust 
Valerie Husom 
Joann Kitzman 

Angela Koepke 
Vicky Lemiesz 

Mike Lueck 
Dr. QC & Jeanne Metzig 

Roasann Milius 
Arlene Paez 

Dave & Lisa Robak 
Margaret Thornton 


