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AUDUBON SOCIETY 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

�

��� � ���YES, I want to become a member at the chapter 
level and receive the Winnebago Audubon newsletter. 
I’ve enclosed a $20.00 check payable to Winnebago 
Audubon . 
�

� ���YES, I want to become a member of the National 
Audubon Society, and the Winnebago Audubon Chap-
ter. My membership dues entitle me to Audubon 
magazine, and all chapter benefits. I am enclosing a 
$20.00 check payable to National Audubon Society . 
�

� ���I do not wish to receive correspondence or solicita-
tions from National Audubon Society. 
�
Name:   
�
Address: 
�
City/State/Zip: 
������������������������������������������������ Chapter Code: �������� �
Mail this form with payment to: 
Pat Nichols, Membership Chair 
P.O. Box 184, Oshkosh, WI 54903 
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'(	 Please notify us if you will be temporarily 
away.  The post office will not forward your newsletter and we pay for the returned 
newsletter. If your newsletter is returned to us, we remove you from our mailing list.  Please 
contact Pat Nichols at jvnichols@earthlink or 920-426-0261 with any questions. 
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�		 Your mailing label includes your membership expiration date above your 
name.  If you are a “Chapter Only” member the word CHAPTER will appear after the 
expiration date.  Please renew your chapter membership by filling out the application form 
below. Thank you for helping us save on the cost of renewal reminders. 
     If you are a member of National Audubon, you will receive renewal notices from National 
or you may renew by using the form below. 
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Dan Albrecht                          Sandy Kennedy 
Lorin Anders                          Joane Kindt 
Laura Baker                           Heather Konkel 
Wally Brandstetter                 Sharon Krofta 
Herbert Cash                         Diane Lenz 
Kevin Crawford                      Tracy Menchaca 
Barbara Croisant                   Marian Stahman 
Daryl Davis                            Wendy Stelzer 
Steven Devitt                         Kate Thome 
Lucille Drapp                         George Weisgerber 
Marci Escamilla                     John Werley 
D. Fields                                Sara Willcome 
Roger Jaeger & Kate Anderson 

                                            
If you are a new member of National or the Chapter and 

haven’t seen your name here in the last few months, 
please contact 

 

     Pat Nichols, VP, Membership Chair 
    (email me at: jvnichols@earthlink.net) 
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Check our website for up-to-date information:  www. winaudubon.org 
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Saturday, October 24 
 

10:00 am—Noon 
 

Location: 
North of County Road GG 
 

     Another growing season on the Wiouwash trail 
prairies is in its final stage of winding down for the 
winter.  The season witnessed the continued persistence 
of a prairie that existed at the time the first European 
explorers came to the area.  It also witnessed the 
continued encroachment of shrubs and small trees upon 
the prairie in the absence of regular wildfires. 
     In an effort to preserve and maintain the ecologically 
and historically significant prairie remnants along the 
trail, Winnebago Audubon will be conducting another of 
its work parties on Saturday, October 24th.  Don your 
work gloves and bring your loppers or pruners and help 
us cut back the invading shrubs.  Later in November the 
Wisconsin DNR will be 
conducting one of its prescribed 
burns on the prairie to further 
deter the shrubs and other non-
prairie elements.  Whatever is cut 
will be allowed to remain and 
become fuel for the fire. 
     We intend to work an area on 
both sides of the trail on the 
segment located between County 
Road GG and Maxwell Road.  
Meet at the “GG” parking lot on 
the trail or walk down from 
Maxwell Road.  We will be there 
from 10:00 am until noon. 
     For more information or 
questions, contact Tom 
Underwood at (920) 410-9703. 

Please Note: We changed  the location 
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Thursday, November 19 
 

7:00 pm 
 

Evergreen Retirement Community 
1130 N. Westfield St., Oshkosh 

 
Mr. Shillinglaw will discuss the results of prairie 

restoration on 125 acres of agricultural land near 
Wautoma, WI and the species of grassland birds utilizing 

the restoration over the past ten years. 
 

You are invited to this joint meeting of Winnebago 
Audubon and Wild Ones, which is sure to be interesting. 
After the presentation, enjoy apple cider and treats while 

visiting with members from both organizations.  

�

�������������	�

�������
����
��������
������������

���������
������������������������	�
�

�������������������

����������
����������������������������� �

!�
����
��
���������"����������
��	 �



���������	
���

� ��������	�
����� �
�

 

     The gentle breeze blows the rich and vibrant leaves off our trees, 
littering the yard. Fall is here! It’s time to dig out those rakes and clean up 
your yard. Instead of burning your leaves, try going green and use them to 
make compost. You and your garden will certainly appreciate it when spring 
rolls around. So don’t waste your money on mulch, rake your leaves and 
start a compost pile! Here are some basic steps to get you started and very 
soon, you’ll have your own, natural compost. 
      First, choose an isolated part of your yard, far enough from your house 
but close enough to manage properly. Make sure it is level and well-
drained. It might also save you some time to have it near your garden. You 
can either pile your waste on the ground or in a bin. Several items can be 
included in your compost; not only leaves but grass clipping, twigs, coffee 
grounds, fruit and vegetable scraps and paper shreds. Be sure not to put 
diseased plants, meat that may attract unwanted visitors and animal waste 
such as dog and cat, which may carry disease. Livestock manure is okay, 
though. To make your compost very fertile and for best results, be sure to 
have a well balanced mixture of items high in nitrogen (clovers, grass 
clippings) and items high in carbon (dried leaves, twigs). 
      Make sure there is aeration for your pile and be sure to turn it every so 
often. The more turning you do to your pile, the faster results will accrue. 
The pile should be moist but not saturated. Add moisture to it as needed 
but not too much so unwanted bacteria doesn’t inhabit your pile. 
      Temperature is another important variable to watch in your composting. 
The compost will heat up and then begin to cool. Start turning when the 
compost’s internal temperature is 130 to 140 degrees Fahrenheit. You can 
either track this with a composting thermometer or reach into the pile to 
determine if it is uncomfortably hot to the touch.  Check your bin regularly 
and keeping track of its temperature is not a bad idea.  
     Too much nitrogen can cause heat increase and a bad scent.  Again, it 
is very important to keep a good balance of nitrogen and carbon items. 
Make sure you use mostly dried leaves and grass clipping. Too much 
moisture within the items when they are added is not healthy for your 
compost and could affect the balance of nitrogen and carbon. 
      More and more people are realizing that composting is an excellent way 
to get rid of your unwanted yard waste and does wonders for your gardens. 
It is a natural way to fertilize your soil using decomposing organisms like 
bacteria, fungi and worms. These organisms thrive on the four key 
elements listed above. Composting can be as simple or involved as you 
please. Any way you do it, if you manage it properly, you will have 
wonderful results for your garden. Good luck and have fun! 
 
Information source:  http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/feature/backyard/Compost.html 
 
 (Carmen is a seventh grader at Webster Stanley Middle School.)�
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     Ithaca, NY—What happens in the 
backyard should not stay in the 
backyard—at least when it comes to bird 
feeders. By sharing information about 
which birds visit their feeders between 
November and April, backyard bird 
watchers can help scientists track 
changes in bird numbers and movements 
from year to year, through Project 
FeederWatch, a citizen-science program 
from the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and 
Bird Studies Canada.  
     Project FeederWatch begins on 
November 14 and 
runs through early 
April. Taking part is 
easy. Anyone can 
count the numbers 
and kinds of birds at 
their feeders and 
enter their information 
on the FeederWatch 
website. Participants submitted nearly 
117,000 checklists last season. Since 
1987, more than 40,000 people from the 
United States and Canada have taken 
part in the project. 
     “To get the most complete picture of 
bird movements, we always need new 
sets of eyes to tell us what species are 
showing up at backyard feeders,” says 
David Bonter, leader of Project 
FeederWatch. “Participants always tell us 
how much fun it is and how good it feels 
to contribute to our understanding of 
birds by submitting their sightings.”  
     Project FeederWatch is for people of 
all ages and skill levels. To learn more 
and to sign up, visit www.feederwatch.
org or call the Cornell Lab toll-free at 
(866) 982-2473. In return for the $15 fee 
($12 for Cornell Lab members) 
participants receive the FeederWatcher’s 
Handbook, an identification poster of the 
most common feeder birds, a calendar, 
complete instructions, and Winter Bird 
Highlights, an annual summary of 
FeederWatch findings.  
     Participant Nancy Corr of Harrisburg, 
Oregon, sums up her Project 
FeederWatch experience: “Thanks for 
the wonderful opportunity to share our 
love of birding and to participate in 
something meaningful!” 

We had a beautiful, 
warm, calm and sunny 
afternoon for tagging 
monarch butterflies. 
Despite our best efforts 
we tagged only 10 
monarchs, but had a 
great time in the 
process. 
 
Thanks to Tom Bean 
and Milton Turner for 
permitting us to use 
their alfalfa field. 
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     In the diminishing daylight, a massive bull elk with huge 
antlers raised his head, sniffed the cool air and then, with 
obvious effort, uttered an indescribable high-pitched 
sound. The nearby cows, each with a yearling calf, 
seemed unimpressed and disinterested as they continued 
to graze on the brown grass. The hormone-driven bull 
then loped toward and nervously circled the cows trying to 
round up and control his harem. The cows non-chalantly 
moved on, ignoring his advances. He paused, 
raised his head again in the classic elk pose 
and bugled. 
     This small elk herd wasn’t grazing across 
an expansive meadow but rather just thirty feet 
behind our campsite which overlooked a small 
meadow in Rocky Mountain National Park in 
late September. The elk rut was in full swing 
and we were treated to one small “up close 
and personal” wildlife drama as we ate supper. 
What a show! 
     I had never heard bugling elk and wanted to 
experience what has been described as a one-
of-a-kind sound. Initially, I was a bit 
disappointed for the first bugles I heard didn’t 
seem as “wild” or as special as I had imagined. 
Then darkness descended upon the park and 
the bulls continued to bugle through the night. Each 
resonant tone started low and rose to a high pitch before 
descending. Bulls were talking to each other plus trying to 
impress females with the quality of their tones. The bugles 
carried in the stillness of night and seemed larger than life, 
surreal and mysterious. That’s when I captured the 
“wildness” of these calls. Although I couldn’t see the 
bugling bulls, I knew that somewhere out there, these 
magnificent animals were doing what the species has 
been doing for eons. Upon hearing this nighttime music, 
my spirit soared. I wanted to hear more and didn’t want to 
sleep. My feelings were similar to those I experience when 
I hear a loon call which to me is the essence of wildness, 
freedom and a symbol of the north woods experience. 
     Bugle calls define a season. They are as memorable 
as honking Canada geese on their return in October or 

howling wolves or hooting barred owls or chirping crickets 
or peenting woodcock. All these nocturnal sounds are 
magical. The world would be a poorer place without them. 
     Our time in Rocky Mountain National Park was short 
but well spent as we enjoyed watching the elk. Besides 
observing bugling bulls, we saw the ever-vigilant males 
defend their harems by chasing away interloping bulls. We 
witnessed a bull steal a harem from another bull after a 
posturing standoff. We saw spike bulls (two year olds) 
which didn’t know quite what to do but were always on the 

periphery looking in. 
Mostly, we observed cows 
ignoring bulls! And the 
backdrop for this yearly 
spectacle was the majestic 
snow-cov ered Rocky 
Mountains. Yes, we were 
there when it snowed with 
the mountains receiving 
their first dusting of white. 
We camped in thirty degree 
weather and hiked in gently 
falling snow at 10,000 feet 
elevation. We oohed and 
aahed at the golden-yellow 
aspen in every direction. As 
we hiked, we thought about 

the possibility of lurking mountain lions and black bears. 
We missed the yellow-bellied marmots which were already 
tucked underground for winter but we thrilled at the sight 
of colorful, silvery-blue mountain bluebirds and laughed at 
the antics of Stellar’s jays, black-billed magpies and gold-
mantled ground squirrels. 
     When we were there, the park was slowly shutting 
down for winter (water turned off, restrooms closed in 
some locales) but it was a special time to be in this truly 
extraordinary national park when it wasn’t so crowded. 
Plus I spent time with my sister. We played nightly games 
of cribbage as elk bugled in the distance. I have now 
experienced the iconic sound of autumn in the Rocky 
Mountains. Once you have heard bugling elk, this soulful 
sound, which defines a season, will remain forever etched 
in your memory. 
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Dr. Sheldon Cooper, UWO biology professor and 
licensed bird bander, put up his mist nets at 
Sheldon Nature Area on a warm, sunny afternoon 
in late September to demonstrate how birds are 
safely “trapped” in the nets and then banded for 
research purposes.  Before releasing the captured 
bird, Dr. Cooper records it’s weight, wing and tail 
measurements, amount of fat on it’s breast, and 
sex. Two catbirds and one chickadee were 
banded.  Far left: Dr. Cooper removes a catbird 
from the net. Near left: Carefully holding the 
catbird in his hand, Dr. Cooper puts a small metal 
band on the catbird’s leg. 


