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Saturday, October 30, 2010
10:00 am—Noon
North of County Road GG on the Wiouwash Trail

It's that time of year again when the prairies along the
Wiouwash trail north of Oshkosh look forward to a little
help from Winnebago Audubon and its volunteers. So,
once again, the chapter has scheduled a work day to
discourage the encroaching shrubs and thereby encourage
the prairie elements that have persisted since before the
first European settlers arrived.

We will be working the section north of County Road
“GG”. There is a small parking area on the south side of
the road at the trail. If it's full, an alternative may be to park
along Maxwell Road and walk south to the work area.
Loppers and pruners are the tools of choice to bring
although a bow saw has occasional value. We will be
wothing from 10:00 AM until noon on Saturday, October
30

Please join us for the fresh air, conversation, and the
physical contribution to a prairie remnant of state
significance. Questions may be directed to Tom
Underwood at (920) 410-9703.

On a gorgeous fall afternoon
in September, Tom

¢, Underwood and Anita
Carpenter led a group of

! .

enthusiastic folks
on a walk down
the Wiouwash Trail
to look at prairie
plants and closely
examine the insect
life that inhabits
the prairie.
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You're invited to our annual joint meeting with Fox
Valley Area Chapter Wild Ones. Our program should be of
interest to birders and gardeners alike. Vicki Piaskowski
has been the International Coordinator of Birds Without
Borders-Aves Sin Fronteras (BWB-ASF) since it began in
1996, managing the research and field work and
conducting staff training. One of the goals of this
organization is to do research on migratory and resident
bird species in Wisconsin and Belize. The results of this
project are summarized in a very informative book that
Vicki co-authored, "How to Manage Your Land to Help
Birds" which she will speak about at our meeting.

The 15" Annual Toward Harmony with Nature Natural
Landscaping Conference will be held January 29, 2011 at
the Oshkosh Convention Center. This day-long event
features Steve Apfelbaum, author of Nature’'s Second
Chance: Restoring the Ecology of Stone Prairie Farm, as
keynote speaker. New this year are three consecutive
sessions with Neil Diboll of Prairie Nursery on designing,
seeding and managing your prairie meadow. Other choices
for the day include presentations on planting native trees
and shrubs, backyard landscaping for birds and butterflies,
pollinators, grassland birds, shoreline restoration, and
updates on controlling invasive species. This event is
sponsored by Wild Ones—Fox Valley Area chapter.
Members $25/ non-members $30. Call 920 987-5587 for
more information. Download the brochure or register
online after November 1% at www.for-wild.org/chapters/
foxvalley/



This hardworking group of 32 UWO students recently
spent a morning at Sullivan’s Woods cutting buckthorn!
Great job! Hands On Oshkosh is sponsored by Reeve
Union Volunteerism, run by student volunteers, and
designed to bring students, faculty and staff together to
volunteer in the Oshkosh community.

Ithaca, NY—One backyard at a time, participants in Project
FeederWatch are doing their part to unravel nature’'s
mysteries—simply by sharing information about the birds
that visit their feeders from November to April. The 24th
season of Project FeederWatch begins November 13,
although new participants can join at any time.

People of all ages and skill levels can be FeederWatchers
and do their part to help researchers better understand
trends in bird populations. Participants count the numbers
and different species of birds at their feeders and enter their
information on the FeederWatch website at www.
FeederWatch.org.

By collecting information from all these feeders in all
these backyards, scientists at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology
are able to track patterns in bird populations and movement
from year to year, all across North America.

Here are just a few key findings based on nearly a
quarter century of FeederWatch data:

- Populations of Evening Grosbeaks, once one of our

most common backyard birds, continue to decline.

- Many species are expanding their ranges to the north,
including Northern Cardinals and Anna’s Hummingbirds.
- The nonnative Eurasian Collared-Dove is invading North

America at an unprecedented rate — it is how found in

backyards from Florida to Alaska.

“By engaging the public we are able to pick up
fluctuations that could be the result of climate change,
habitat destruction, disease, or other environmental factors,”
said project leader David Bonter. “These are large-scale
changes that we would not be able to see without the
massive amount of data we receive from our participants.
Keeping an eye out in your own backyard can make a
difference.”

To learn more about joining Project FeederWatch and to
sign up, visit www.FeederWatch.org or call the Cornell Lab
toll-free at (866) 989-2473. In return for the $15 fee ($12 for
Cornell Lab members) participants receive the
FeederWatcher's Handbook, an identification poster of the
most common feeder birds, a calendar, complete
instructions, and Winter Bird Highlights, an annual summary
of FeederWatch findings.
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The final pledges have been received and the Birdathon
for 2010 raised $ 1,292.60 for Winnebago Audubon’s
projects throughout the year. This is the most we have
ever raised!

The goal is to raise money for environmental education
in our schools and community. The money will be used to
bring Randy Korb and his Wisconsin Amphibian Program
to school children and for other educational programs.

Big thanks to our birdwatchers: Brenda Reese, Jan
Moldenhauer, Jan Wissink, Evelyn and Carmen Meuret,
Carrie Nigl, Carla Hansen, Carol Thomas, Anita Carpenter
and the people who attended the Waukau Creek Family
Day. Our birders saw 96 different species.

Thank you to the generous contributors who supported
our efforts and encouraged us to find a lot of birds.

Those who contributed are: Brenda Reese, Louise
Coumbe, Jan Scalpone, Chris Binder, Wayne Hakes, Doris
Thomas, Dave and Chris Misterek, Lurton Blassingame,
Evelyn Meuret, Pat Nichols, Frank Zuern, Craig Whitney,
Brenda Luethy, Anita Carpenter, Boyd and Karen Gibbs,
Janet and Rich Carlson, Dale Schaber, Alan and Diana
Lawrence, Sally Peck, Kelly Krupka, Cindy Carter, Mary
Andrasko, Cindy Janes, Vernice Haase, Jaci and Neal
Mueller, Al Ackermann, Deb Vercautue, Susi Gustke,
Leanne Monroe, Darryl Sims, Dennon Eiman, Gabe
Chicoine, John Werley, Richard Hansen, Roger Rose,
Erica Schlaug and matching donations from Kimberly Clark
Corporation and Goldman Sachs. — Carla Hansen

As an eighth grader at Webster Stanley Middle
School, Carmen participates in many activities as you
can well imagine. Unfortunately, for us, she wasn't able
to write her column this issue, but she promises to have
something for us in November!

Everyone enjoyed tagging monarch butterflies at our an-
nual event. We tagged and released 27 on Sept. 4th, with
a total of 152 tagged over the next couple weeks.
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While gently holding the fragile wings closed on a
captive-reared monarch butterfly, | carefully place a 3/8”
white spot on the underside of one wing. Just like that, I've
tagged a monarch butterfly. After recording data including
tag number NCR 180, sex of the butterfly, whether it is a
captive-raised or wild butterfly, my name and location of
tagging, it is time to release the butterfly.

| slowly open my fingers while cupping my other hand
under the butterfly. This beautiful male monarch doesn’t
hesitate. He is off in the freedom of his first real flight,
wings beating steadily, climbing upward, over the prairie
and soon silhouetted against a late summer blue sky. This
magical moment fills me with incredible joy. | am sending
this insect, which weighs less than a gram, off on an
unbelievable 2000 mile journey. If all goes well, he will
carry this tiny dot package to the mountains of Mexico. |
wish him a safe journey.

He will not be alone in this adventure. All the monarch
butterflies produced east of the Rocky Mountains in North
America make their way to Mexico. It's a journey filled with
perils. They must avoid bad weather, vehicles on
highways, insect nets, fatigue and hunger, all the while
searching for nectar meals to sustain their energy and
journey.

For 25 years, I've watched monarchs silently float, drift,
glide, soar and flap through Oshkosh on their way
southwest but | never witnessed anything like what
occurred this year. What makes this year even more
astounding is that last year's overwintering population in
Mexico suffered a staggering 50% loss because of a
prolonged rain/ice storm that wreaked havoc at a major
roosting site by toppling trees and killing millions of
monarchs. This one storm could have a devastating and
prolonged effect on the overall monarch population.
Biologists would have to wait and see.

This summer, offspring of the overwintering monarchs
returned to Wisconsin right on schedule from late May into
early June. They laid eggs on the waiting milkweeds. The
hatched caterpillars transformed into butterflies which
mated and laid more eggs. Monarch numbers seemed to
be up.

By early August, | observed occasional monarchs
which seemed to be early migrants as they had a more
directed southwesterly flight. By late August, the number
of migrating monarchs increased but nothing unusual.

In early September, brisk northwest winds blew,
portending autumn’s arrival. Even on this very cold,
blustery day, a few monarchs fought the winds, trying to
make headway but were being blown backward as much
as forward. The following day, the heavy winds subsided

Hundreds of migrating monarchs spent the night roosting in trees
north of Oshkosh along the shores of Lake Winnebago on Sept.
4th. This is called a bivouac, and the monarchs gather to keep
warm during the cool fall nights. Photo by Carla Hansen

and changed to gentle westerly winds. | went outside
about 9:30 am and noticed several monarchs passing
overhead. As | watched, monarchs kept coming with most
drifting by at tree top level. I had never seen so many
monarchs in such a short period. | decided to count
monarchs. | stood in front of my house, facing north and
counted all the monarchs that passed through a 90 degree
arc in the sky. I took five minute counts for an hour from
10:00 to 11:00 am. In that hour, 351 monarchs drifted
over. In one five minute period alone, 51 monarchs floated
by. Unfortunately, planned activities forced me to
discontinue the count, otherwise | may have counted all
day. Monarchs continued to drift over. Just imagine, if the
rate of migrating monarchs remained constant, in three
hours 1,000 monarchs would pass by one little spot in
central Oshkosh. | find that amazing! What a day!

The unanswered question is, was | in the right spot at
the right time and just happened to count the bulk of the
monarchs migrating overhead or was there an extended
front of monarchs stretching across Oshkosh and farther
west all taking advantage of the assisting, lifting winds?
Casual reports suggest that thousands of monarchs were
on the wing that day—throughout Wisconsin. | believe that
it may have been a banner year for monarchs produced in
Wisconsin, northern Michigan and central Canada. We
must hope that the rest of the country was as successful in
producing high numbers of monarchs as we seemed to be
and that the overall population will rebound. Again, we
need to wait and see how many monarchs arrive in
Mexico.

Will monarch “NCR 180" make it all the way? The
chance of recovering this tag is miniscule. Be that as it
may, | can imagine what he sees as he drifts over the
farmlands of lllinois, the sandhills of Kansas, the Texas
plains or New Mexico deserts on his 2-1/2 month journey.
I hope he finds enough nectar, avoids cars and finds
safety from storms. For a tiny insect to travel such a great
distance, something he has never done before, is truly
one of the wonders of nature.
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| AUDUBON SOCIETY
: MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION If you joined National Audubon, you are a member of our
| Chapter Only Membership: Your $20.00 stays in local chapter, Winnebago Audubon. We invite you to

lour chapter and you receive the Winnebago Audubon
I chapter newsletter and all chapter benefits. Make
=$20.00 check payable to Winnebago Audubon

OR

I Audubon Society.

| do not wish to receive solicitations from National
[Audubon Society.

|
IName:

National Audubon Membership:
Iincludes chapter membership and all chapter
| benefits, PLUS Audubon magazine and all national

participate in our activities to make the most of your
membership. We are a group of like-minded individuals
interested in the natural world.
Our activities are offered to educate the public and our
members and engage people in citizen science.

Your $20.00

Sandra Bartaszewicz Julia Quinn
John Bosak Laura Ramseier

Lawrence Gallert Eugene Sattler
Haase Family Florence Schatz
Christina Hoyt John Schlaeger
Sharon Mushack Barbara Shirtz

J Meyers Larry Stopa

Dan Posanski Joanne Walker

=Address:

: City/State/Zip:

Pat Nichols, Membership, PO Box 184, Oshkosh, W1 54903
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If you are new members of National or the Chapter and
haven’t seen your name here in the last couple of months,

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
| benefits. Make $20.00 check payable to National | Patricia Dobrinska Bernice Rupert
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

I Chapter Code: 12&& &
| Mail this form with payment to:

please contact
Pat Nichols, VP, Membership Chair
(email me at: jvnichols@earthlink.net)




