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"# S 1% & Please notify us if you will be temporarily
away. The post office will not forward your newsletter and we pay for the returned
newsletter. If your newsletter is returned to us, we remove you from our mailing list. Please
contact Pat Nichols at jvnichols@ earthlink or 920-426-0261 with any questions.

$ & Your mailing label includes your membership expiration date above your
name. If you are a “Chapter Only” member the word CHAPTER will appear after the
expiration date. Please renew your chapter membership by filling out the application form
below. Thank you for helping us save on the cost of renewal reminders.
If you are a member of National Audubon, you will receive renewal notices from National
or you may renew by using the form below.

AUDUBON SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

YES, | want to become a member at the chapter
llevel and receive the Winnebago Audubon newsletter.
II've enclosed a $20.00 check payable to Winnebago

=Audubon.

I YES, | want to become a member of the National

I Audubon Society, and the Winnebago Audubon Chap-
lter. My membership dues entitle me to Audubon
magazine, and all chapter benefits. | am enclosing a
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If you spend part of the year away from Wisconsin, please
notify us. Your newsletter will not be forwarded and we have
to pay for returned mail. Also, if you have a problem with
National Audubon magazine mailings or have any other
guestions regarding your membership, please contact Pat

Nichols, our Membership Chair. Pat will be happy to help you.
Call 920-426-0261 or jvnichols@earthlink.net

I | do not wish to receive correspondence or solicita-

tions from National Audubon Society.

: Mark Frank Betty John

IName: Barbara Galica Donna Mischler

| Betty Kinderman Holly Selle

I Address:

: If you are a new member of National or the Chapter and
ICity/State/Zip: haven't seen your name here in the last few months,

I Chapter Code:
| Mail this form with payment to:
| Pat Nichols, Membership Chair

P.O. Box 184, Oshkosh, WI 54903
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please contact

Pat Nichols, VP, Membership Chair
(email me at: jvnichols@earthlink.net)
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Saturday
September 12

Raindate:
Sunday, September 13

Area children, parents and others can participate in the autumn
migration of monarch butterflies on Saturday, September 12, 2009
from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm. Field trip participants will first meet in the
parking lot on the east side of Carl Traeger School, 3000 W. 20th
Ave., Oshkosh, for a short orientation and a demonstration of the
tagging process. Then participants will drive to a local field to net
monarchs and attach numbered tags to their wings as :
part of a nationwide research project by the University
of Kansas called MonarchWatch
(www.monarchwatch.org).

Two of the 153 monarchs that we tagged in 2007
were recovered in El Rosario, Mexico! That's a 1,800 mile trip!

This event is suitable for children 4 years and up. We
recommend that children wear long pants, shoes and socks. It is free
to Winnebago Audubon members. The non-member fee is $5 per
adult and $3 per child 17 years and under. Pre-registration is not
required. Non-members may join at the event for only $20.00 for a
one year family membership. A limited number of butterfly nets will be
available, so please bring your own if you have one.

Teachers or families who are raising monarchs and are interested
in tagging your butterflies can contact Janet for tags and forms.
For more information contact Janet Wissink, (920) 589-2602 or
wiss@centurytel.net.

(Photo by John Nichols)

Saturday, October 24
10:00 am—Noon

Location: Maxwell Rd. where the
Wiouwash Trail crosses north of Oshkosh
one road north of County Road GG.

Winnebago Audubon is sponsoring
another work party to assist in maintaining
the integrity of one of the original prairie
remnants along the Wiouwash Trail north of
Oshkosh. Please come help us set back the
encroaching shrubs. The segment we will be
working on is completely overgrown. It will be
interesting to see what plants come up next
spring when we remove the woody
vegetation. Prairie seeds and roots can lay
dormant and persist for years.

Please bring loppers,
pruners, and small handsaws,
if you have them.

If you have any questions,
contact Tom Underwood at 920-
410-9703.
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[#/ with Sheldon Cooper in late
September. Watch for details to come or
check our website.

Thurs., Nov. 19 %# # #

o# ) I# by John Shillinglaw.
Evergreen Retirement Community, 1130 N.
Westfield St., Oshkosh, 7:00 pm. Joint
meeting with Wild Ones.
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Winnebago Audubon sponsors the environmental education program “ Audubon Adventures” in the public and private
schools in Oshkosh. This is an award winning program geared to fourth and fifth graders. The materials include four
newsletters. Each one has essays that improve reading skill and comprehension, and boost knowledge, paper-and-
pencil activities and puzzles, features and activities that relate to students’ lives and communities, and suggestions for
family involvement; a teachers manual; and information on how to keep a nature journal.

The theme for the 2009-2010 school year is Action for the Planet. The newsletter topics are:

Action for Planet Earth: Water

Action for Planet Earth: Energy

Action for Planet Earth: Habitats

Action for Planet Earth's Species - Pennies for the Planet

Would you like to sponsor a classroom in your favorite school? Do you have a child, grandchild, niece, nephew,
neighbor or friend in fourth or fifth grade that you think would enjoy this program? The cost is $ 46.00 for each
classroom for the year’s program. You can let me know if you would like to be a sponsor.

We will expand the program to classrooms in other communities in Winnebago County if there is interest and we are
able to obtain sponsors. If you are a teacher or know a teacher who would like the material, please contact me,

Carla Hansen at 920-233-1129. Thank you.

On August 12, the planet Earth witnessed an amazing sight—a meteor
shower. Though it may be a rare sight to see in Wisconsin, it happens
every August and the skies in the Northern hemisphere put on a
spectacular show.

| was out on Lake Winnebago when | saw about 5 “shooting stars”. But,
why do we call them shooting stars when meteoroids are not stars at all?
Perseid meteoroids (what meteors are called when they are still in space)
are very fast. They enter the Earth’s atmosphere at roughly 133,200 mph!
Most meteors are the size of sand grains, some as big as peas or marbles.
Although almost none of them reach the ground, it is called a meteorite if it
does.

When meteors hit the atmosphere, they compress the air in front of
them, which heats up. With that being said, the meteor, in turn, can also
heat up to more than 3,000 degrees Fahrenheit. This intense heat
vaporizes most meteors, producing what we call shooting stars.

Most meteors become visible at 60 miles from Earth. Some large
meteors splatter creating a brighter flash called a fireball. On rare
occasions, some meteors explode and produce a sound that can be heard
from the ground! The culprit behind these meteors is Comet Swift-Tuttle,
whose debris creates the Perseid meteors. Comet Swift-Tuttle is the
largest object known to make repeated passes near earth. Its nucleus is
about 6 miles across, close to the size of the object that might have wiped
out the dinosaurs. Comet Swift-Tuttle was last seen in 1992. Before that, it
was last sighted when it was discovered by American astronomers, Lewis
Swift and Horace Tuttle in 1862.

The orbit of Swift-Tuttle has been traced back nearly 2,000 years. lItis
now thought to be the same comet that was observed in 188 A.D., some
believe even as early as 69 B.C. Swift-Tuttle is due back in the year 2126,
but most likely will not hit Earth. Astronomers believe that it might become
an amazing comet like Hale-Bopp which an be seen with the naked eye. If
historical predictions are correct, the 2126 appearance will mark the
comet’s third millennium of human observation, assuming someone will be
around to see it.

Meteor showers are an amazing show and come with a unique scientific
explanation. Next time you see a shooting star, make a wish and enjoy the
beautiful sight!

Facts provided by Space.com, Top 10 Perseid Meteor Shower Facts.

(Carmen is a seventh grader at Webster Stanley Middle School.)
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We finished the Lake Breeze
Bluebird project on August 26th. The
last two nests with bluebirds fledged 3
and 4 young that gave us a total of 40
for the entire season. After the
discouraging start we reported to you
earlier this was not a bad finish.

Next season could show a big
improvement by simply changing nest
box locations. Some locations proved to
be "hot spots" with EBs nesting 2 to 3
times in the same box while others were
sparrow havens or went unoccupied
most of the season.

The Management and staff of Lake
Breeze were great. Their willingness to
cooperate and ongoing interest in our
progress made us always feel
welcomed throughout the summer. A
cart was always available for Kate and |
and the area around the nest boxes
were well maintained.

The boxes are all cleaned and ready
for inspection by the migrating EBs who
might check them out on their way
South. Hopefully they will decide that
these will be suitable for them for next
year. - Roger Jaeger & Kate Anderson

Winnebago Audubon extends a huge
THANK YOU to Roger and Kate for
monitoring the bluebird nest box trail
every week since early spring and to
Lake Breeze Golf Course for allowing us
to put up the nest box trail and providing
a cart for Roger and Kate.
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In the last issue, | incorrectly credited
Carla Hansen for four photos of students at
Lincoln Elementary School. The photos
were actually taken by Erin Kohl and
Adrienne O’Shea.
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It's a plant that doesn’t look like it belongs in a tall
grass prairie. With its long, pointed, bayonet-like leaves
edged with soft spines, the succulent plant reminds me of
the desert-loving yucca. Bluish-green, not yellowish-green,
leaves and a tall, thick, solitary stem topped with prickly
white flowers enhance its cactus-like appearance. This
unigueness makes the plant stand out from all the other
prairie forbs and grasses. Consequently, rattlesnake
master is an easy plant to identify.

This plant with the colorful rattlesnake master name is
a native perennial inhabitant of the tall grass prairie that
once covered much of southern Wisconsin. Its stiff, long 1-
1/2 inch wide pointed leaves are parallel veined. Widely-
spaced soft spines decorate the leaf edge. These spines
will snag your pants if you walk by too closely. Rattlesnake
master’s scientific name, Eryngium yuccifolium, makes
reference to these features. Eryngium is derived from
Greek meaning prickly plant and yuccifolium refers to its
yucca-like leaves.

In spring, spiky leaves resprout from a short, thick
rootstock. In June, the plant sends up a thick solitary stem
reaching a height of two to five feet. Topping the stem are
several spherical flower heads, each at the tip of a short
peduncle which is defined as a stalk of a single flower.
Look at the flower head and with a little imagination, we
see that the whole flower head has a somewhat flat-
topped appearance. Continue to imagine and reduce the
distance between the flowers. In other words “compact”
the flower head. Does this remind you of any other flower
shape? How about wild parsnip, golden Alexander, Queen
Anne’s lace or dill? Although all these other plants are
taxonomically in different genera, they all belong, along
with rattlesnake master, to the same plant family, the
Apiaceae or parsley or carrot family. (This aging naturalist
remembers the previous plant family name known as the
Umbelliferae before it was changed to Apiaceae.)

Rattlesnake master graces the prairie with its unique
flowers from early June into August. From a distance,

each ¥ to 1-inch spherical bluish-white flower head looks
like a single flower. A hand lens is necessary to see the
finer details. Neatly and tightly tucked within each flower
are two stigmas, each resembling two minute antennae.
As the whole flower matures and opens, the flower takes
on a fuzzy appearance. Subtending and almost enclosing
each tiny flower is a stiff, bluish-green, keel-shaped bract
tipped with a sharp point. It's the prickly bracts you feel
when you carefully touch the flower. The prickly heads
may deter animals from eating the blossoms but they don’t
deter butterflies, bees and other insects from visiting. In
fact, rattlesnake master is a great nectar source for
butterflies and readily attracts them.

After pollinating by insects, especially bees, the plant
matures and the fruits ripen from August into October.
Each minute dry fruit splits, revealing two seeds inside,
each measuring about 2-3 mm long. Eventually the plant
dies back in preparation for winter and for renewal the
following spring.

As | stand in a prairie with warm
summer breezes swaying the prairie
dock, coneflowers and big bluestem
grass, rattlesnake master remains
rigid in the wind. | wonder why it is
called rattlesnake master? Ambiguous
references suggest that indigenous
people drank teas made from the
roots of related species for whatever
ailed them including the symptoms
associated with snakebite. Is this the
source of its colorful name? | still don't
have a definitive answer. But that's O.
K. Nature’s mysteries are always fun
to ponder. Instead I'll enjoy the beauty
of its name, its presence in a tall
grass prairie and as landing and
perching pads for butterflies,
dragonflies and other colorful insects.
It's a plant that cannot and should not
be overlooked.
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The number of migrating monarchs this fall should be
similar to those observed in each of the last three years
and the total area occupied by monarchs at the
overwintering sites in Mexico should once again be close
to five (5) hectares.

The last two strong migrations in recent history occurred
in 2005 and 2003. It appears that strong monarch
migrations occur when the temperatures and rainfall are
favorable during the breeding season, including the two
periods of migration in the spring and early summer.

This year, the temperatures were a bit higher than
normal during the March-April period but perhaps more
important were the conditions during the period from late

April through mid June. Temperatures in May and June
were below normal in many areas, and Minnesota (one of
the big production areas for monarchs) experienced below
normal rainfall and moderate drought conditions. Overall,
the production of monarchs in the south appears to have
been moderate, followed by conditions that limited the
numbers and reproductive success of the monarchs
reaching the northern breeding areas.

Nevertheless, if you have been tagging over the last
three years, you should expect to see and be able to tag a
reasonable number of monarchs this fall.

- Monarch Watch



