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     Families, friends, young and old alike, can participate in the autumn migration of monarch butterflies on 
Saturday, September 4 from 1:00 - 3:00 pm. We will meet at Carl Traeger School in the east side parking lot 
for a short orientation and a demonstration of the tagging process. Then participants will drive to a local field to 
net monarchs and attach numbered tags to their wings, record data, and release them as part of a nationwide 
research project by the University of Kansas called MonarchWatch (www.monarchwatch.org). 
     These amazing fliers will migrate 1800 miles to spend the winter in the mountains of central Mexico.  
     This event is suitable for children four years and up. We recommend that children wear long pants, shoes 
and socks. It is free to Winnebago Audubon members. The non-member fee is $5.00 per adult and $3.00 per 
child 17 years and under. Pre-registration is not required. Non-members may join at the event for only $20.00 
for a one year family membership. A limited number of butterfly nets will be available, so please bring your own 
if you have one. 
     Teachers or families who are raising monarchs and are interested in tagging their butterflies may contact 
Janet for tags and forms. For more information contact Janet Wissink at 920-589-2602 or wiss@centurytel.net. 
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     You’re sitting on your deck, soaking up a hot, 
muggy June or July evening.  It rained all day 
and you’re thrilled to finally be outside.  Even 
though the mosquitoes are eating you alive, you 
can’t help but to stay outside. 
     As you look out upon a dark field, you see a 
bright flash of light linger near the ground.  Just 
as that bright flash burns out, another lights up 
and stays on for a couple of seconds then 
disappears into the dark, dark night again.  
These joyful little creatures are the insects that 
rekindle love, trigger memories and make 
everyone happy.  These creatures are the 
special nocturnal insect called the firefly. 
     Well known throughout the world, there are 
2,000 different species of fireflies, living in moist, 
warm, humid areas of the world, primarily in Asia 
and America. 
     Fireflies are not actually flies, but beetles, 
nocturnal members of the family Lampyridae.  
Entomologists consider them to be beetles 
because they have two pairs of wings unlike flies 
that have one pair of wings.  They are also 
referred to as lightning bugs. 
     Firefly larvae are predaceous and mainly feed 
on earthworms, snails and slugs.  The larvae of 
fireflies can detect a trail of snail or slug slime 
and follow it to the prey.  Once they’ve located 
the prey, they inject an anesthetic type of 
substance through hollow ducts in the firefly’s 
mandibles into the prey that immobilize it so they 
can eventually digest it.  This method of hunting 
is really unique for such a small animal.  I found 
it to be amazing.  Larvae can be found in rotting 
wood or other forest litter and around ponds and 
streams at night. 
     The mystery behind these creatures is how 
they create their glow.  Fireflies have dedicated 
light organs that are located under their 
abdomen.  The fireflies take in oxygen and, 
inside special cells, combine it with a substance 
called luciferin to produce light with almost no 
heat.  The firefly light is intermittent and flashes 
in patterns unique to each species.  They are 
optical signals that help fireflies find potential 
mates.  It may also serve as a defense 
mechanism that flashes a clear warning of the 
insect’s unappetizing taste. 
     So, next time it rains in your area and you are 
near an open field, take a peak outside and see 
if the field is sparkling.  Who knows, maybe the 
firefllies will put a smile on your face after a long, 
tiring day.   
 
Facts obtained thanks to National Geographic 
Society and Marc Branham. 
 
Carmen is an eighth grader 
at Webster Stanley Middle School. 

     Each year for the past three years Winnebago Audubon 
brought Randy Korb and his fabulous Wisconsin Amphibians to 
Oshkosh Public Schools.  The programs are enormously popular 
with both students and teachers.  We are delighted that we are 
able to bring this educational, entertaining experience to the 
Oshkosh Elementary Schools.  We hope to do it again in the 
2010-2011 school year. 
     The total fee for sixteen programs (4 schools, 4 one hour long 
programs at each school) is $ 2,000.00.   
     We think it is a bargain and the benefits to us seem priceless. 
     This year we received a grant from National Audubon through 
the Wisconsin Audubon Council of $ 555.32 and a grant from the 
Oshkosh Area Community Foundation for $ 500.00.  The 
remaining $ 944.68 was paid out of our chapter funds.  This is 
money that comes from your donations to Birdathon and to our 
Annual Appeal. 
     I thought you might like to see how we are using your 
donations.  And once again I would like to say thank you for your 
generosity. — Carla Hansen 
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Tues., Sept. 14: 6:00 pm — Amy Lou Jenkins, author of 
"Every Natural Fact" , will be talking about sharing nature with 
kids and signing copies of her book.  
 

Thurs., Sept. 16: 6:00 pm — Thomas Lammers, local author, 
will be sharing his good humor as well as signing copies of his 
great short story adventures, "Obadiah Gray and the Mystery of 
the Centurian's Testament" and "Augustus Green in the Lair of 
the Pye-a-Saw". 
 

On both Sept. 14 and 16 at 6:30 pm you will have the opportunity 
to learn more about local nature opportunities during a presen- 
tation on the monarch butterfly and its fall migration to Mexico by 
the Winnebago Audubon Society. We hope to see you there! 
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     During the past winter, this famous 
landmark at Sullivan’s Woods fell. It 
broke off at ground level. The Winne-
bago Audubon Board supports a  
work-in-progress plan to stabilize the 
main trunk (about 16 feet) and to keep  
it off the ground; and up to $150.00 
funding was approved. 
     An on-site planning trip to determine 
the best way to install a support  
structure for the lightning tree is 
scheduled for early September.  
Treated posts/beams will be used. The 
idea is to preserve the tree trunk for a learning display. 
     Please call Frank at 231-3443 if you would like to have 
planning input and/or help install the structure. A follow-up 
meeting will be held with Kirby Schultz, Environmental Education 
Coordinator, Oshkosh Area School District, to finalize the 
project. — Frank Zuern 
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A walk down the 
Wiouwash Trail has been 
arranged with Anita Carpenter and Tom Underwood, who will 
escort you through one of the prairie remnants that still retains 
some of its character of pre-settlement times.  With Anita’s acute 
observational skills when it comes to insects and Tom’s 
knowledge of the prairie plants, you can count on this to be an 
interesting afternoon for the whole family. The outing will begin at 
County Road GG, where the county maintains a small parking 
lot, and move north along the converted railroad grade.  Dress 
for a mile and a half of easy walking and the prevailing weather.  
If we want to walk a little further, we can visit the site north of 
Maxwell Road where the Boy Scout Troop 618 worked in the 
spring (see story on page 4). Even though his stretch of the trail 
is quite open, mosquitoes may be present.  Call Tom with your 
questions at (920) 410-9703. 
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The date has been set for another brush-cutting work party on 
the prairies of the Wiouwash Trail.  On Saturday, October 30th, 
gather up your tools and join other volunteers as they do their 
best to hold back the ever encroaching shrubs on these 
ecological gems.  Watch for more details, including the worksite, 
in the next issue of this newsletter. 
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2010 
 

11:45 am to 10:30 pm 
  

Pick up location: Menard’s, 2351 Westowne Ave., Oshkosh 
Northeast corner of parking lot near ATM machine 

Please arrive early so that the bus can leave promptly at 11:45 a.m. 
  

     Northeast Wisconsin Alliance has invited us to join them on this exciting field trip to Necedah National Wildlife 
Refuge. The bus will leave Oshkosh promptly at 11:45 am and return at approximately 10:30 pm. Participants will 
learn about whoopers and wolves as well as observe migratory birds and other wildlife at Necedah National Wildlife 
Refuge! Fun for the whole family. 
     The day's events will include a whooping crane program at 2:00 pm, followed by a bus tour of the refuge to look for 
whoopers and other migratory birds and wildlife. A dinner of sub sandwiches, cole slaw, chips, fruit, and beverage will 
be held on the grounds enabling participants to socialize or spend additional time hiking and getting pictures of 
migratory birds coming to the marsh for their evening rest. At 6:30 pm a wolf ecology program will be held followed by 
an actual wolf howl outing. 
     Cost will be dependent upon number of participants. For example, if 30 people attend the cost will be $22.00 per 
person. Full capacity of 44 will reduce the cost to $17.00 per person. The meal is included in the price. 
     To sign up or for further information contact Cheryl Root at Cheryl.Root@gmail.com or call 920-731-1035. Please 
tell her that you heard about it from Winnebago Audubon.  
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     A meeting was held on July 23 and several 
organizations were represented including 
Winnebago Audubon by Wayne Hakes. Bettie 
Harriman hosted the meeting.  Attending was Jan 
Scalpone who sits on the Oshkosh's Sustainability 
Committee. At Jan’s request Bettie gave a 
presentation on Bird City Wisconsin to the 
Sustainability Committee on August 2.  The 
Sustainability Committee voted to prepare the 
resolution regarding International Migratory Bird 
Day for consideration by the City Council.  The City 
Manager was present and when he found out no 
money was required from the city, he seemed 
delighted to proceed. 
     Then on Thursday, August 12, Bettie gave 
another brief presentation on Bird City to the 
Southwest Rotary Club at their breakfast 
meeting.  They were supportive and had some 
good ideas about more things that could be done in 
Oshkosh to support Bird City requirements.  The 
City Forester was there and he seemed very 
interested in doing more for birds. 
     Bettie will work with Jan to get the application 
ready to give to the Sustainability Committee. 
     Bird City Wisconsin provides a very nice web 
site: www.birdcitywisconsin.org, if you would like to 
learn more about this program. Oshkosh would 
need to make an official City resolution and some 
sort of celebration of International Migratory Bird 
Day (IMBD) on or around the second Saturday in 
May.  We at Winnebago Audubon, would be happy 
to help Oshkosh with any celebration 
of International Bird Day.  
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     On August 13, 2010, I took a very early morning guided 
tour of the Rynearson Pool 1 area at Necedah National 
Wildlife Refuge with other members of the friends group. 
(Sunrise emerged too breezy and storm potential grounded 
the ultra-light aircraft trainers to take this year's class of 
whooping crane juveniles up for exercise.) We did get to 
see the pair of wild adult whooping cranes with the chick 
(appearing to be about 2/3 of the way to adult size) that 
they hatched on Rynearson 1 this year. We also were 
treated to bald eagles, great blue herons, a pair of 
trumpeter swans with two cygnets, wood ducks, blue-
winged teal and the red-headed woodpeckers that have 
become the "signature" species of their managed 
savannah areas. At the conclusion of our tour, we had a 
nice visit with Operation Migration's chief ultralight pilot, 
Richard van Heuvelen. He was very informative about the 
ultralights, the current stage of training of this year's group 
of young pen-raised cranes, weather factors that limit 
taking the birds air-borne, the long process of leading the 
birds to the Florida wintering destination in autumn, and the 
"crystal ball" outlook for the longevity of the program in the 
future. As he was concluding his interview, a severe rain 
cell unleashed its energy, bringing strong wind and a total 
of about 1.25" of rain to the area by late morning.  
 

 
16 August 2010 
     Arriving at the Federal Dike on the Horicon National 
Wildlife Refuge around 6:30 A.M. C.D.S.T., I was pleased 
by the presence of many blue-winged teal, mallards, coots, 
great blue herons, great egrets, sandhill cranes, black-
crowned night-herons, killdeers, a family of common 
moorhens, tree swallows, and goldfinches. Several of the 
sandhill cranes were observed dancing and jumping 
concurrent with flinging dead vegetation into the air 
(something that I am most accustomed to observing during 
spring courtship ritual). 
     The biggest surprise came in the form of five black-
necked stilts (one adult and four juveniles)! Given the 
repeated sightings of stilts noted in that area in May and 
June, I am fairly confident that those four juveniles were 
hatched from a nest right in that locale, although I'm not 
aware that anyone actually located and reported an active 
nest. A previous confirmation of a successful black-necked 
stilt nest at Horicon N.W.R. has been reported in the Atlas 
of the Breeding Birds of Wisconsin (editors: Noel J. 
Cutright, Bettie R. Harriman & Robert W. Howe, 2006) by 
B. Boldt, T. Schultz, and C. Wood, 10 July 1999. While 
there, I talked briefly with Jack Bartholmai who had 
observed the same five stilts and entertained the same 
opinion about a successful local nest. — Mike Huebschen 

     When the right-of-way of the Milwaukee, Lakeshore 
and Western railway was run south out of Hortonville 
toward Oshkosh in 1880, it cut across a tall-grass prairie 
studded with scattered burr oaks, their characteristic 
branches reaching more outward than upward.  A number 
of these oaks remain today, clearly visible amid crops of 
alfalfa, corn, and soybeans.  It presents a greater 
challenge to observe any vestige of the prairie they grew 
up in.  However, a ribbon of the original prairie persists, 
preserved in the abandoned railway corridor that is now 
the Wiouwash Trail. 
     With its fences and frequent brush-clearing fires, the 
railroad actually assisted in maintaining the prairie 
remnants.  Unfortunately, those fires, along with their 
revitalizing effect, have almost entirely ceased.  In the mid-
1970’s the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, 
recognizing the significance of these prairie remnants here 
in northeast Wisconsin, designated four sections along the 
trail as State Natural Areas.  Their State Natural Area 
value will only remain as long as the prairie within can 
experience regular renewal.  Although fire is considered 
the ideal method with which to sustain prairie habitat, 
much can be accomplished through hand cutting of the 
encroaching successional species. 
     The trailside prairies were very fortunate to receive a 
helping hand this spring from an Oshkosh Boy Scout troop 
under the leadership of Eagle Scout Donald (D.T.) 
McDonald.  D.T. is seeking to earn the William T. 
Hornaday award by undertaking four separate 
environmental projects that are based on sound scientific 
principles and guided by a conservation professional. 
     For one of his projects, D.T. recruited 22 of his fellow 
scouts from Troop 618 to begin restoration of the most 

neglected of the remnant prairie sites along the Wiouwash 
located immediately north of Maxwell Road.  Many of the 
plant species originally present when the location became 
a State Natural Area are no longer apparent.  However, 
what so frequently happens at overgrown prairies is that 
the dormant seeds and roots manifest themselves again, 
once they are released from overtopping shrubs and trees.  
Contributing some 100 man-hours on the morning of April 
17th, members of Troop 618 sponsored by St. Vincent’s 
Church cleared countless sizeable stems of dogwood, 
aspen, honeysuckle, brambles, and buckthorn from an 
area where now-uncommon prairie forbs once flourished. 
     It is a tribute to D.T. and the scouts that they chose a 
glamourless project that will have long term value for trail 
visitors.  D.T. is also to be recognized for his leadership 
skills.  The assembled team received sound guidance on 
how to cut and work safely.  With what appeared to be little 
effort, D.T. was able to keep his team on task as they 
systematically worked down the trail. 
     It was clear to knowing eyes what had been 
accomplished by the end of the morning.  Sunshine was 
now reaching to bare soil.  There it will stimulate a 
resurgence of prairie species that have been patiently 
awaiting this day.  And the material randomly left from 
cutting will add to the organic surface layer.  Or, more 
desirably, it could become contributing fuel for the 
prescribed burns the DNR considers initiating each spring 
as conditions warrant. 
     Thank you Eagle Scout D.T. McDonald.  You have 
provided the Winnebago Audubon Society and its 
volunteers an opportunity to continue your project into 
many future seasons!  And good luck with your other 
projects. — Tom Underwood 
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Joint meeting with Fox Valley Area Chapter Wild Ones. Vicki Piaskowski has been the International Coordinator of Birds 
Without Borders-Aves Sin Fronteras (BWB-ASF) since it began in 1996, managing the research and field work and 
conducting staff training. One of the goals of this organization is to do research on migratory and resident bird species in 
Wisconsin and Belize. The results of this project are summarized in a book that Vicki co-authored, "How to Manage Your 
Land to Help Birds" which she will speak about at our meeting.  
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     A pair of black saddlebag dragonflies skims just inches 
above the calm water surface. Then in an instant it 
happens. The pair separates. The trailing dragonfly, which 
is the female, drops a couple of inches to the surface, dips 
the tip of her abdomen in the water once or twice, rises 
and is quickly reclasped by the male. They fly on, 
frequently repeating this well-choreographed sequence. 
These dragonflies are “dancing”, a term used to describe 
this egg-laying behavior. I watch intently because the act 
of egg-laying happens so quickly as to almost go 
unnoticed. As I look around, several other pairs of black 
saddlebag dragonflies are flying back and forth over the 
quiet lake depositing eggs. I’ve seen this dragonfly before 
but never witnessed this unique method of egg laying. I 
need to take a closer look. 
     The black saddlebag dragonfly, 
Tramea lacerata, is just one of the 107 
dragonfly species that live in Wisconsin. 
All dragonflies are fascinating insects 
that add bits of color to the landscape in 
their red, blue, green, orange, violet, 
brown or black hues. Some species are 
very common while others are rare, but 
each species is unique in i ts 
requirements. Some prefer quiet ponds 
while others demand clean, fast-moving 
streams. Some species are active in the 
morning, others in the evening. Some 
have decorated bodies, others are plain. Some have 
brightly colored and/or patterned wings while others fly on 
transparent wings. Females often differ in color from 
males. 
     Of all the dragonfly species, the two-inch long black 
saddlebag is fairly easy to identify. It is a brown-eyed, 
black-bodied dragonfly with a few caramel-colored spots 
highlighting the top of its abdomen. Its wings are 
transparent except for a fairly large jagged black patch on 
the base of each hindwing. These black colored patches 
resemble saddlebags swung over a horse—hence its 
name. In flight this dark wing patch stands out. Both sexes 
look alike.  
     Unlike most of Wisconsin’s dragonflies which are 
permanent residents, black saddlebags are migratory. The 
individuals you see in spring have flown in from points 
farther south. Consequently you may see these 

dragonflies in areas you may not expect to see dragonflies 
such as in cities. I often see them on my walks to work. On 
broad wings, which are an adaptation for long distance 
flight, they zig and zag, hover and glide while dining on 
smaller insects like mosquitoes. These dragonflies are on 
their way to ponds, quiet lakes or open marshes. They are 
more likely to be found in southern rather than forested 
northern Wisconsin. 
     On these quiet waters, male black saddlebags defend 
territories and find a mate. You can watch them as they 
patrol small territories and chase neighboring individuals. 
Mating is quick and seldom seen but the pair can be 
observed flying around in tandem. Tandem flight has the 
male in front, clasping the trailing female behind her head. 
Then it’s time to “dance” and lay eggs. Most dragonfly 
species do not “dance” as they lay eggs, so this is an 

unique behavior. By flying in tandem, 
the male is guarding her so no other 
male can mate with her. Thus, he 
ensures that his DNA is passed on to 
the next generation. 
     The eggs hatch underwater. In this 
species, development is very fast. The 
larvae live in the water and molt from 
10 to 12 times. From August into 
September of the same year, the 
mature larvae crawl from the pond, split 
their nymphal skins and the next 
generation of  black saddlebag 
dragonflies emerge. Soon the offspring 

migrate. Often they precede an incoming cold front and 
are buoyed by helping winds. Sometimes they migrate in 
large swarms. 
     Once again look for black saddlebags as they fly 
through cities and over the countryside. As you watch 
these agile fliers, do they appear red? If so, you are 
looking at the less common species called the red 
saddlebag, a brick red dragonfly with reddish saddlebags. 
This species also migrates. 
     Dragonfly watching is fun with so much to observe and 
learn. Each species is unique in its approach to life. It isn’t 
always necessary to visit wetlands to watch them. They 
are all around, perhaps perched on the flowering crab tree 
outside your window or on a tall sunflower in your garden 
or zipping through your backyard. Watch them fly for they 
are amazing aerialists and observing them is a special 
treat. 
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AUDUBON SOCIETY 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

�

��� � ���Chapter Only Membership:  Your $20.00 stays in  
our chapter and you receive the Winnebago Audubon 
chapter newsletter and all chapter benefits. Make 
$20.00 check payable to Winnebago Audubon . 
     

           OR 
�

� ���National Audubon Membership:  Your $20.00 
includes  chapter membership and all chapter 
benefits, PLUS Audubon magazine and all national 
benefits. Make $20.00 check payable to National 
Audubon Society. 
�

� ���I do not wish to receive solicitations from National 
Audubon Society. 
�
Name:   
�
Address: 
�
City/State/Zip: 
������������������������������������������� Chapter Code: !899�":9 �
Mail this form with payment to: 
Pat Nichols, Membership, PO Box 184, Oshkosh, WI 54903 
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��� ) �;� Please notify us if you will be temporarily 
away.  The post office will not forward your newsletter. If your newsletter is returned to us, we 
remove you from our mailing list.  Please contact Pat Nichols at jvnichols@earthlink or 920-
426-0261 with any questions. 
 

����) ��,�� Your mailing label includes your membership expiration date above your 
name.  If you are a “Chapter Only” member the word CHAPTER will appear after the 
expiration date.  Please renew your chapter membership by filling out the application form 
below. Thank you for helping us save on the cost of renewal reminders. 
     If you are a member of National Audubon, NATL will appear after the expiration date. You 
will receive renewal notices from National or you may renew by using the form below. 
          If you are receiving a complimentary newsletter, COMP will appear with an expiration 
date. Please consider joining our chapter by using the application below. 
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If you joined National Audubon, you are a member of our 
local chapter, Winnebago Audubon.  We invite you to 
participate in our activities to make the most of your 

membership. We are a group of like-minded individuals 
interested in the natural world. 

Our activities are offered to educate the public and our 
members and engage people in citizen science. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are new members of National or the Chapter and 
haven’t seen your name here in the last couple of months, 

please contact 
     Pat Nichols, VP, Membership Chair 

    (email me at: jvnichols@earthlink.net) 

Sandra Bartaszewicz 
Jean Davies 

Lawrence Gallert 
Haase  

James Hynes 
Sharon Mushack 

Shirley Rucks 
John Schlaeger 
Carol Seibold 
Barbara Shirtz 


