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Check our website for up-to-date information:  www. winaudubon.org 
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Saturday, Sept. 3    1:00 pm 
(Raindate: Sun., Sept. 4) 

 

     Families, friends, young and old alike, can participate in 
the autumn migration of monarch butterflies on Saturday, 
September 3 from 1:00 - 3:00 pm. We will meet at the 
Londowski farm (see below for directions) where there will 
be a short orientation and a demonstration of the tagging 
process. Then participants will head out to the clover and 
alfalfa fields on the farm to net monarchs and attach 
numbered tags to their wings, record data, and release 
them as part of a nationwide research project by the 
University of Kansas called MonarchWatch (www.
monarchwatch.org). 
     These amazing fliers will migrate 1800 miles to spend 
the winter in the mountains of central Mexico.  
     This event is suitable for children four years and up. We 
recommend that children wear long pants, shoes and 
socks. It is free to Winnebago Audubon members. The 
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non-member fee is $5.00 per 
adult and $3.00 per child 17 
years and under. Pre-
registration is not required. 
Non-members may join at 
the event for only $20.00 for 
a  one  y ea r  f am i l y 
membership. A limited 
number of butterfly nets will 

be available, so please bring your own if you have one. 
     Teachers or families who are raising monarchs and are 
interested in tagging their butterflies may contact Janet for 
tags and forms. 
    For more information contact Dave Moon at 920-235-
4429 or djmoon@northnet.net. 
     CARPOOL: If you would like to carpool, meet at Carl 
Traeger School, in the eastside parking lot, 3000 W. 20th 
Ave., Oshkosh. Arrive early to depart at 12:15 pm.  
     DRIVING DIRECTIONS: Meet us at the Londowski farm 
at 1:00 pm. From Hwy. 44 just southwest of Oshkosh take 
Hwy. 91 to Berlin. In Berlin turn left (south) on Hwy. 49 to  
County Road J. Turn right on County Road J.  The 
Londowski farm is one mile down the road. Parking will be 
in a field on the left side.�
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     Board member, Pat Nichols, is representing Winnebago 
Audubon on a committee working on shoreland restoration 
along Miller’s Bay in Menominee Park.  Chair Justin 
Mitchell reports the project is advancing nicely, thanks in 
large part to City Forester Bill Sturm's efforts to secure 
funding. The Oshkosh Southwest Rotary has contributed 
$3500, while the County Land and Water Conservation 
Dept. has committed another $2000.  Winnebago Audubon 
has also pledged $1000 for educational trail signs and 
brochures. Read more about this project in our next issue. 
     October 1, 2011 - Please mark your calendars .  The 
first phase of this project will consist of planting seed and a 

minimal number of 2 year plant plugs in the area 
approximately 7-10 feet back from the water up to the trail. 
This area will be first seeded at a pretty heavy rate, and 
then covered with a quality straw cover to keep in moisture 
and eliminate any possibility of runoff. We are going to 
finalize with a small planting of the plugs.  We may also 
proceed on this day with creating the shore-access 
pathways.  
     We will meet at Ames Point at the northern tip of 
Menominee Park at 8:00 am and will plan on working for 3-
4 hours on the restoration.  We have a goal of 25 
volunteers to make this possible.  We're covering a large 
area so your help is essential.   
     If you are willing to make a commitment to help on Oct. 
1, please sign up as soon as possible by contacting Pat 
Nichols at 920-426-0261 or jvnichols@earthlink.net. 
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     The sun is shining brightly on a beautiful August day as a large, 
bright orange butterfly trimmed nicely with black patterns flutters past 
you. The butterfly gently lands on a milkweed plant for only a brief 
moment, then it is off on its way again.  
     The butterfly that you just had the pleasure of viewing is called a 
monarch butterfly. A butterfly that we commonly know, hear and see, 
it’s a butterfly that we all love to watch and catch…. and tag! 
    Winnebago Audubon Society volunteers as part of MonarchWatch, 
presented by the University of Kansas. MonarchWatch was 
established to track the monarch’s long migratory path from the 
Midwest and the East coast to Mexico during their large fall migration.  
     Monarchs are like the Arctic Tern of the insect world. No other 
butterfly migrates as far as the North American monarch, not even 
tropical butterflies can beat out these hardy yet beautiful creatures.  
     The very unique thing about the monarch’s migration is that the 
monarchs that do travel south and make it to Mexico safely, are not 
the same Monarchs that traveled north the previous spring, it is a 
new generation.  
     Because these butterflies emerge from their pupas much later 
than most summer butterflies, their body chemistry is different. After 
they emerge from their chrysalis, these butterflies won’t mate. 
Instead, they prepare for such a long, wearing flight by storing up 
food and building fat in their abdomen for if they weren’t to prepare 
for such a journey, the butterflies would certainly perish.  
     Amazingly, the monarchs fly in groups to the same wintering 
grounds in the mountains of central Mexico every year, a migration 
trait similar to that of birds and/or whales. The mystery about these 
creatures is exactly how, every year, a new generation of butterflies 
knows exactly where to go in Mexico to roost. It is unsure how the 
butterfly’s homing system works, so it remains yet another unsolved 
mystery in the butterfly world.  
     When volunteers of the MonarchWatch program tag monarch 
butterflies in the early fall, they are making an attempt to track a 
generation of monarchs on their journey to Mexico. Though many do 
not survive, many, many also do, making it safely to their over 
wintering grounds and creating a most spectacular view as they roost 
in trees at night to keep warm. Citizens in Mexico are paid to find 
tagged monarchs and record the code number, the date and location 
and report it to MonarchWatch. If you come across a monarch with a 
tag, you should also record the code number, date and location and 
report it to MonarchWatch.  In the past, the Winnebago Audubon 
Society has tagged two monarchs that successfully made it to 
Mexico. Isn’t it amazing that such a small, delicate creature could 
travel so very far and make it safely to their wintering grounds? I find 
it hard to wrap my mind around such an incredible fact. 
     So, if/when you come to tag monarchs with the Winnebago 
Audubon Society on September 3rd, and you catch a monarch and 
you tag it, think about the journey that that butterfly is going to face. If 
you were a monarch, do you think you could survive such a 
strenuous flight?  To learn more about MonarchWatch, go to www.
monarchwatch.org. 
 

Carmen Meuret will be a freshman at Oshkosh North High School this fall. 
 

Editor’s Note:  After checking the MonarchWatch database recently, I found 
that one of the butterflies we tagged on the Wiouwash prairie walk last 
September 12 was recovered in Cerro Pelon, MX on 3/3/11 by Melquaides 
Moreno. 
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    Accept our invitation to take part in 
Audubon Adventures – a nationally acclaimed, 
award-winning environmental education 
program based in science and the language 
arts. The program makes learning fun and 
brings science and nature to life for children in 
grades 3 through 5.  
     Opportunities exist for teachers and 
sponsors. 
     If you wish to be involved, please contact 
Dana Hartel at danahartel@yahoo.com or at 
920-410-7659. Feel free to use this form to 
respond: PO Box 184, Oshkosh, WI 54903. 
 
Name 
_____________________________________ 
 
Phone number ________________________ 
 
Email address 
____________________________________ 
 
__I would like to sponsor a classroom for $46. 
 
__I would like to bring Audubon Adventures to 
my classroom (complete below): 
 
School's name _______________________ 
 
School's address ______________________ 
 
Grade __________ 
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     During the months of September and 
October all Oshkosh 5th grade students will 
visit Sullivan’s Woods for an environmental 
education day.  Sullivan’s Woods belongs to 
the Oshkosh Area School District and is 
located near Fisk.  The 40 acre area contains 
a variety of habitats that are explored by 
following a trail system.  Along the way signs 
explain points of interest. Winnebago Audubon 
Society helped develop the trails and signs 
and continues to manage the area. 
     Volunteers are needed to assist the 
teachers with their planned activities.  
Previous teaching experience is not necessary 
as you can learn by shadowing a veteran 
guide. 
     For more information call Zaiga Freivalds 
(233-5914). 
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     Eastern kingbirds are feisty, fearless, noisy, black and 
white birds that let you know they are nearby. With a regal, 
almost upright posture, they perch conspicuously atop a 
tree or on a utility wire, surveying their chosen slice of 
heaven. If an intruder approaches, they react quickly with 
an aggressive “I’ll chase you, no matter what size you are” 
behavior.  
     Eastern kingbirds are members of the flycatcher family, 
Tyrannidae. Most flycatchers are shy and retiring, blending 
in with their surroundings, but not kingbirds. Seven kingbird 
species reside within the United States with most found 
west of the Mississippi River. Only the eastern kingbird has 
the most widespread distribution, being found throughout 
the country except in the extreme southwest. It is the only 
kingbird regularly found in Wisconsin. To recognize their 
boldness, all kingbirds have Tyrannus as their genus 
name, which is derived from Latin meaning ruler (tyrant). 
Tyrannus Tyrannus, the eastern kingbird’s scientific name, 
really reflects its pugnacious behavior. Two tyrannus’ 
emphasize the point! 
     The nine inch long eastern kingbirds are easy to 
identify. They have a black head, dark slate gray back, 
white chin and underparts with a pale gray wash across the 
breast. Their most conspicuous identification mark is the 
black tail tipped with white which is visible when the bird 
perches and is especially noticeable in flight when the tail 
is fanned. No other Wisconsin bird has a white-tipped tail. 
(Cedar waxwings have yellow-tipped tail feathers.) Black 
head feathers conceal a thin central red crown stripe 
(which I have never seen) that is displayed in courtship and 
aggressively toward intruding males. In silhouette, eastern 
kingbirds present an angular pose. At times the head 
appears almost pointed, suggesting a crest. The head 
slopes down to the base of its large, flattened bill. 
Prominent bristles, which aid in catching insects in flight, 
surround the base of the bill. 
     Another good clue to assist in identification is the 
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eastern kingbird’s flight pattern. Using short, stiff, quick 
wingbeats, the wings appear to quiver. These bold birds fly 
fast and aggressively but can maneuver effectively to catch 
erratically-flying insects. Mix speed and aggression with a 
series of rapid, high-pitched, sharp, discordant notes, tzee-
tzee-tzee-tzee, and the bird projects a fearless impression 
as it tenaciously chases birds much larger than it is. If I 
were a bird, I would not want to be pursued by an angry 
eastern kingbird nipping at my tail feathers. 
     Eastern kingbirds are Neotropical 
migrants returning to Wisconsin in 
late April to early May. After 
establishing territories with 
much chasing and vocalizations, 
they build a bulky, thick nest, 
hidden within the dense foliage of 
a lone-standing tree. Although it is 
a sturdy nest, it does not appear so. 
The female lays an average of 3 to 
5 cream to white, brown-spotted eggs. 
Incubation is believed to be 12-13 days. 
During that quiet time, I’ve observed the 
mate perched nearby on a favorite spot, day after 
day, patiently waiting but always alert to an intruder.  
Both adults feed the young. One brood is raised per year. 
     When late August into September rolls around, eastern 
kingbirds depart on their long journey to South America. I 
will miss them for they have entertained me all summer on 
my walks to work. Even if I don’t always see them, I hear 
them. When these birds are talking “pleasantly” to each 
other, they communicate with high-pitched squeaks. It’s 
when the utter their rapid, sharp notes, I know they are 
perturbed and are chasing something. Once you become 
familiar with their vocalizations, you’ll realize how active 
and numerous they really are. I feel I’ve been blessed to 
have watched these interesting birds all summer. They just 
need to eat more mosquitoes and gypsy moths. 
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Grosbeaks Galore!  
How to Create an Oasis for Migratory Birds On Your Property 

 

Wisconsin Stopover Initiative Event — Saturday, Oct. 8 
Forest Beach Migratory Preserve (old Squires Golf Course north of Port Washington)  

 

This event, which is open to the public, costs only $5, which includes lunch; 
keynote speaker Dr. Doug Tallamy, author of Bringing Nature Home; and much, much more 

(visit these two websites, where you can find a full-color poster for you to share: http://www.owlt.org/news/72 
AND http://midwestbirdmonitoring.ning.com/events/birds-and-your-landscape 

 

To help them plan, you must pre-register with Kim Grveles at Wisconsin DNR 
(608-264-8594; Kim.Grveles@Wisconsin.gov). Please register soon! 
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AUDUBON SOCIETY 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

�

��� � ���Chapter Only Membership:  Your $20.00 stays in  
our chapter and you receive the Winnebago Audubon 
chapter newsletter and all chapter benefits. Make 
$20.00 check payable to Winnebago Audubon . 
     

           OR 
�

� ���National Audubon Membership:  Your $20.00 
includes  chapter membership and all chapter 
benefits, PLUS Audubon magazine and all national 
benefits. Make $20.00 check payable to National 
Audubon Society. 
�

� ���I do not wish to receive solicitations from National 
Audubon Society. 
�
Name:   
�
Address: 
�
City/State/Zip: 
�Chapter Code: 4566)786 �
Mail this form with payment to: 
Pat Nichols, Membership, PO Box 184, Oshkosh, WI 54903 
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��*��1�3"�!�!0.9��$�9:� Please notify us if you will be temporarily 
away.  The post office will not forward your newsletter. If your newsletter is returned to us, we 
remove you from our mailing list.  Please contact Pat Nichols at jvnichols@earthlink or 920-
426-0261 with any questions. 
 

!���$�.�*�� Your mailing label includes your membership expiration date above your 
name.  If you are a “Chapter Only” member the word CHAPTER will appear after the 
expiration date.  Please renew your chapter membership by filling out the application form 
below. Thank you for helping us save on the cost of renewal reminders. 
     If you are a member of National Audubon, NATL will appear after the expiration date. You 
will receive renewal notices from National or you may renew by using the form below. 
          If you are receiving a complimentary newsletter, COMP will appear with an expiration 
date. Please consider joining our chapter by using the application below. 
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If you joined National Audubon, you are a member of our local 
chapter, Winnebago Audubon.  We invite you to participate in our 
activities to make the most of your membership. We are a group 

of like-minded individuals interested in the natural world. Our 
activities are offered to educate the public and our members and 

engage people in citizen science. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

If you are new members of National or the Chapter and haven’t 
seen your name here in the last couple of months, please contact 

 

     Pat Nichols, VP, Membership Chair 
    (email me at: jvnichols@earthlink.net) 

Jack Cronce 
Joe Fink 

Thomas Gaikowski 
Michael Hagar 

Tammi L. Maus Berkeley 
Marilyn McKenzie 

Betty Michaels 
M. Paulik 

Barbara Shirtz 
Mary Wurzbach 
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Sunday, Sept. 11, 1:30 pm 
Meet in parking area on 
Oakridge Rd. 
 

     A walk down the Wiouwash Trail 
has been arranged with Anita 
Carpenter and Tom Underwood, 
who will escort you through one of 
the prairie remnants that still retains 
some of its character of pre-
settlement times. With Anita’s acute 
observational skills when it comes to 
insects and other critters, and Tom’s 
knowledge of the prairie plants, you 
can count on this to be an 
interesting afternoon for the whole 
family. The outing will begin at 
Oakridge Rd., where the county 
maintains a small parking area, and 
move south along the converted 
railroad grade of the Wiouwash 
Trail. Dress for a mile and half of 
easy walking and the weather 
conditions. This field trip is free and 
open to the public. �
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Thursday, Sept. 29, 6:30 pm 
Oshkosh Senior Center, Willow Room 
 

     Winnebago Audubon invites you to view “The Green Fire Story” with 
Shannon Davis-Foust, Lecturer, Environmental Studies, UW Oshkosh. The 
extraordinary film, Green Fire: Aldo Leopold and the Land Ethic in the 21st 
Century, will be shown on Thursday, September 29 at 6:30 pm in the Willow 
Rooms at the Oshkosh Senior Center, 200 N. Campbell Rd. It is free and open 
to the public.  This film introduces the viewer to the famed conservationist and 
writer, Aldo Leopold, who is sometimes referred to as the "father of wildlife 
management."  It traces his life in the American environmental movement; his 
legacy can be traced to many of today's conservation projects.  The film helps 
viewers to understand "land ethic" and how this way of thinking can be 
applied to the environmental problems we face today.  Audiences are 
challenged to contemplate humanity's relationship with the natural world 
and inspired to actively engage in land stewardship projects in their 
communities. 
     “We reached the old wolf in time to watch a fierce green fire dying in her 
eyes. I realized then, and have known ever since, that there was something new 
to me in those eyes—something known only to her and to the mountain. I was 
young then, and full of trigger-itch; I thought that because fewer wolves meant 
more deer, that no wolves would mean hunters’ paradise. But after seeing the 
green fire die, I sensed that neither the wolf nor the mountain agreed with such 
a view.” - Aldo Leopold, A Sand County Almanac, 1949 
     For more information about the film checkout this website:  http://www.
aldoleopold.org/greenfire/index.html. If you have questions about the evening, 
please contact Dana at 920-582-4498 or danahartel@yahoo.com. 

SAVE THIS 
SHEET; MARK YOUR 
                       CALENDAR! 
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Sunday, Sept. 25, 1:30 pm 
Ripon College, Todd Wehr Hall 104 & South Woods 
 

     Winnebago Audubon is hosting Dr. Stephen P. Bentivenga, 
Professor of Mycology at the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh, to 
give an introductory overview of fungi, focusing on mushrooms.  In 
his presentation, he will cover the basics of mushroom 
identification and make suggestions on how to get started 
mushroom collecting.   
     The presentation will take place at Ripon College, Todd Wehr 
Hall, Room 104, starting at 1:30 p.m. on Sunday, September 25.  
After learning about fungi, magical molds and mystical mushrooms 
for about an hour, we’ll venture out to South Woods for another 
hour or two collecting whatever mushrooms we find.  Hope for lots 
of rain in August and September so the conditions are better for 
our hunt.  Plan to wear appropriate footwear if we do get the rain 
they need.    
     Dr. Bentivenga has been teaching mycology at UW Oshkosh for 
15 years.  He has authored and coauthored many publications.  
See a list of his publications and find out more about Dr. 
Bentivenga by googling Stephen Bentivenga.  Join us for an 
afternoon of fun(gi). The program is free and open to the public. 
     For more information contact Evelyn Meuret at 920-573-7828 or 
evelynmeuret57@att.net. 
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Sept. 3:   Monarch Tagging (see page 1) 
   

Sept. 11:  Prairie Walk on the Wiouwash 
 

Sept. 25:   All About Fungi: Magical Molds & 
                Mystical  Mushrooms   
  

Sept. 29:  Green Fire: Aldo Leopold and the 
                Land Ethic in the 21st  Century   
 

Oct. 1:   Shoreland Resoration Work Day 
             (see page 1)  
 

Oct. 22:   Work Party on the Wiouwash Trail  
 

Nov. 17:  Restoration and Management of the 
               Eastern Prairie Fringed Orchid   
 

Visit www.winaudubon.org or contact Janet at 
920-589-2602 or wiss@centurytel.net 

Directions: From Oshkosh take Hwy. 44 to Ripon. 
At the four-way stop sign turn left onto Blackburn St.  
After the stoplights, watch for W. Blossom St. Turn 
right onto Blossom which will end at Ransom St. 
directly in front of Todd Wehr Hall.  Look for Parking 
signs, faculty/staff lots are open on Sunday.                   

SAVE THIS SHEET; MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 


